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Advanced Higher Music 

Candidate name: 

Candidate number: Centre number: 

Title of composition: EDM 

Review of the creative process

You must refer to the compositional methods you used and include: 

 the main decisions you made  

 details of your creative input (arrangement only) 

 the ways that you explored and developed your musical ideas 

 the strengths and/or areas for improvement you identified 

The idea behind this track was to make a song with many different parts and 

some classical concepts while still keeping to the EDM style I am comfortable 

producing. I used a strophic song formula which is common in most traditional 

pop songs. To build suspense to the drop I used a pedal in the string pad and 

added harmonies into the vocals, and also a combination of root chords and 

augmented chords in the bridge. For the drop I used 3 against 2 rhythms in the 

drums to get an 80’s sound and to make it more interesting.  

For the second verse I changed the mix a little bit to add variety to the song. For 

the build up to the second drop I used diminution in the drums to add more 

suspense and variety to the track. The influences for this track were EDM K-pop 

songs for the varieties in the vocals and the song structure, and I was influenced 

by the song Traumfaenger by Alex C for the bass line in the second verse of the 

song. 

To improve this song I would make a catchier chorus but I am proud the way all 

the elements blend together at the end. 

Please note: candidates must use this template to review the creative process for their assignment composition or arrangement 
and to review each of their portfolio pieces (if applicable). They must complete a separate review for each piece. 



Please note: candidates must use this template to review the creative process for their assignment composition or 
arrangement and to review each of their portfolio pieces (if applicable). They must complete a separate review for 
each piece. 

Advanced Higher Music 

Candidate name: 

Candidate number: Centre number: 

Title of composition: EDM – review 2 

Review of the creative process 

You must refer to the compositional methods you used and include: 

♦ the main decisions you made

♦ details of your creative input (arrangement only)

♦ the ways that you explored and developed your musical ideas

♦ the strengths and/or areas for improvement you identified

The idea behind this track was to make a song with many different parts and some 
classical concepts while still keeping to the EDM style I am comfortable producing. 

I listened to a lot of EDM already and in particular K-pop.  I also want to use elements 
of trance in my music which means that I will need to allow the music to develop 
gradually.  With this style of music the elements are built upon for example, once the 
drums are established, the bass will come in, then other parts and I will have 
introduced them using filters which is typical of the style.  

At the beginning, I wanted the focus to be on the vocal part so I kept my 
accompaniment sparse with just a piano arpeggio to accompany. I decided to write 
the song in C minor.  

To build suspense to the drop I used a pedal C in the string pad and added harmonies 
into the vocals, and also a combination of root chords and augmented chords in the 
bridge. For the drop I added 3 against 2 rhythms in the drums to get an 80’s sound 
and to make it more interesting.  

For the second verse I changed the mix a little bit to add variety to the song.  For the 
build up to the second drop I used diminution in the drums to add more suspense and 
variety to the track which I think is very effective. 

In the second instrumental section I felt it was dragging a bit so to develop it I chose 
different notes for the arpeggiator. 

At bar 81 I decided to have a contrasting section with more of a grime feel and a 
breakdown.  I decided to rap in this section rather than sing the words and I sung a 
second countermelody to which I added a lot of reverb to keep it far back in the mix. 

To build up the song towards the end I gradually re-introduced all the parts which give 
a polyphonic texture and builds tension. 

To improve this song I would make a catchier chorus but I am proud the way all the 
elements blend together at the end. 
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