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Candidate 2

Assignment — Writing title: Holidays
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Candidate 3

Assignment — Writing title: My Town

Session 18-19
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Candidate 4

Assignment — Writing title: My School

Session 18-19

Context chosen | Please tick
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Candidate 5

Assignment- Writing Spanish

Assignment — Writing title: My School

Session 18-19

Context chosen | Please tick
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Commentary on candidate
evidence

The evidence for these candidates has achieved the following marks for this
course assessment component.

Candidate 1
Assignment — Writing title: Holidays
The candidate was awarded 20 marks

Content

Overall, this is a very competent piece of writing. The candidate addresses the
title fully and in a balanced way. The writing is well structured and the language
flows very well. Ideas and opinions are expressed well throughout.

Accuracy

The candidate demonstrates a very good level of accuracy overall, particularly in
spelling and word order. Where there are errors in spelling, e.g.’ mediteranea’,
‘escocia’ and ‘crecero’, these do not detract from the overall impression. The
verbs are very secure, with the exception of ‘he encantado’, and the past tenses
are handled accurately, despite a few lapses, such as the missing accent in
‘pase’ and the error ‘dare’. There are a few other errors, for example omission of
the personal ‘a’ after ‘conocer’, but this writing matches the descriptors of pegged
mark 20 rather than those of pegged mark 16.

Language resource

This candidate has used detailed language from start to finish and there are even
several examples of structures beyond National 5 level, e.g. ‘si tuviera...” and
‘eso es porque’. A good range of verbs and tenses is evident, including firia’,
‘fuimos’ and ‘saqué’. There is a wide variety of verbs and phrases, such as
‘desde mi punto de vista’, ‘odio el tiempo lluvioso’ and ‘tuve que volver’.
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Candidate 2
Assignment — Writing title: Holidays
The candidate was awarded 12 marks.

Content

The candidate addresses the title competently and at length. The content is
relevant and the piece is written in an organised manner, structured in
paragraphs. There is an attempt to express ideas, opinions and reasons in a
range of tenses.

Accuracy

This candidate demonstrates an uneven performance in terms of accuracy. It is a
longer piece of writing and there are several examples of verbs being used
correctly in the past tenses, e.g. fui’, ‘habia, and ‘me encantaba el destino
porque estaba en la costa’. However, the candidate does not display consistent
control of verbs, as there are some examples of serious verb errors, e.g. ‘me
gustaria vivo’, ‘es depende donde soy’, ‘soméos en’ On balance, despite the
errors, the candidate produces more correct than incorrect language.

Language resource

The candidate attempts to use not only detailed language, but also a range of
structures. The writing covers a range of tenses, including present, conditional,
imperfect and preterite. There is consistent use of linking phrases, e.g. ‘sin
embargo’, ‘por ejemplo’ and ‘en el futuro’ and there is a nice example of a
comparative ‘mas segura’, albeit with a missing accent. Sentence construction is
detailed with many examples of connectives, such as ‘porque’, adding depth to
the writing.
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Candidate 3
Assignment — Writing title: My Town
The candidate was awarded 8 marks.

Content

The candidate addresses the title but the content is not relevant in the
paragraphs on free time and future plans where there is digression from the topic
of My town’. There is some sense of structure and the writing is mostly
organised into appropriate paragraphs. There is an attempt to express some
opinions and reasons.

Accuracy

In general, there is an inadequate degree of grammatical accuracy. The
candidate makes many errors, which are often serious, such as verb omissions
‘cuando yo diez y ocho’ and incorrect use of the infinitive, e.g. ‘yo querer’.
Although there are some accurate sentences, there is little evidence of verb
control, even in the present tense, e.g. ‘me gusta juego’ and ‘sale con mis
amigos’. There are some repeated errors of spelling ‘por elejemplo’ and ‘en
realitidad’. There are also some examples of dictionary misuse, for example
‘unirse de la militar’.

Language resource

The candidate does attempt to use a range of tenses and detailed language;
however, the lack of grammatical accuracy means the writing better matches the
descriptors in pegged mark 8. Basic structures, such as ‘hay’and tiene’ are used
successfully, but they are repeated throughout. Where the candidate attempts to
use more detailed language, such as in the paragraph about future plans, the
lack of accuracy means that, on balance, there is more incorrect than correct
language.
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Candidate 4

Assignment — Writing title: My School
The candidate was awarded 16 marks.

Content

The candidate addresses the title competently and the content is relevant and
organised. There is a range of ideas and opinions expressed, such as o malo de
mi instituto es que...". The piece may appear on the short side, but it falls within
the expected word count and it is a good example of a succinct piece of writing at
National 5.

Accuracy

The candidate demonstrates a good degree of grammatical accuracy throughout
and there is good verb control, e.g. ‘se debe llevar’, ‘lo necesito’ and ‘me gustaria
ira...”. However, there are a few errors, for example ‘es necesidad’, ‘me
asignaturas’, mi examenes ‘aunge entresante and ‘maquaille’, which do
occasionally detract from the overall impression.

Language resource

The candidate uses detailed language and there is a range of structures, with
minimal repetition. A range of verbs and relevant phrases, in the first and third
person singular and plural has been used, for example o bueno es que...’, ‘no
se debe llevar’, ‘tiene buenas instalaciones’ ‘porque son creativas’ and ‘los
profesores son demasiado serios’. Finally, the candidate successfully uses
linking phrases, such as ‘para esto’ and ‘en conclusion’ to give the writing a
sense of structure.
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Candidate 5

Assignment — Writing title: My School
The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Content

The content is relevant to the title and there is an attempt to structure and
organise the essay, although the introduction (Estemado sefior) is somewhat
unusual. There is also evidence of ideas, opinions and reasons, such as ‘en mi
opinion’ and ‘pienso que’.

Accuracy

This piece of writing displays serious grammatical errors corresponding to the
level, for example mistakes with singular and plural ‘un exames’, ‘dos campo’,
‘mis instituto’. There are examples of awkward sentence construction, for
example ‘levar en un institutolos, alumnus desventaja’, poor word order
‘simpaticos alumnos’ and confusion with ‘muy/mucho’. there is frequent other
language interference , for example ‘a palestra’, ‘ma’, ‘alcunos’, ‘piensano’ which
impedes communication.

Language resource

The candidate does attempt to use detailed language (‘tiene unas buenas
instalaciones’, ‘en este momento’, en conclusion pienso’) and different verb
forms, such as the third person plural but, the lack of accuracy means that
communication is frequently impeded.
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