National 5 ESOL Question Paper 2018 Candidate 6 - commentary

The candidate was given a mark of 5 because of poor accuracy in grammar and
spelling and because the message is difficult to follow, even though there are valid
underlying points.

There is limited paragraphing. The underlying structure (1 — cost; 2 - who you live with; 3 -
concentrating on study) is hard to identify on first reading. In terms of style, the student
attempts discourse markers appropriate to an essay (‘Hoever’/ ‘In other hand’) but these can
be inaccurate, and contractions are used inappropriately.

There is a reasonably wide range of vocabulary/ idiom (‘attention’, ‘flatmates’, ‘trustworthy’,
‘supportive’, ‘disaster’, ‘complitly (sic) different experiences’) but there are errors in word
formation (‘examins’) and many spelling errors, a number of which make the message
difficult to follow (‘fierst’; ‘to’ for too; ‘chip’ for cheap, ‘laut’ for loud, ‘monay’, ‘complitly’).

There is a reasonably wide range of grammar (modals, subordination with ‘if’, ‘so’ and
‘when’, relative clause and gerund). However, there are many grammar mistakes: ‘There will
be presented various of examples’; ‘the student needs give’ and ‘accommodation close the
college’ are just a few examples. Errors such as ‘When do you live on to other city’ and
‘Parent used to be supporitive even for adults children’ impede communication.

Some of the punctuation is accurate but there is a missing full stop after ‘success’.
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