
Commentary on candidate 1 
The evidence for this candidate has achieved the following marks for each section this 
course assessment component.   

CCTV makes a difference in catching criminals in Scotland? 

Section A – Research topic/issue 

The candidate has clearly identified an appropriate Modern Studies topic which relates to 

Social Issues – Crime and the Law. The candidate also uses this section to state a 

hypothesis and three clear aims for their research. 

Section B – Research Methods 

The candidate begins by referring to their first method of research – the internet. However, 

on reading further the candidate is actually using websites. They state that they used the 

Telegraph website (noted on the Research Sheet) and a good thing about it was there was a 

search bar so you could find exactly what you were looking for (1 mark). The candidate then 

states that the website also had a lot of statistics which were good to use in the assignment 

(1 mark). The candidate then stated that a disadvantage was that some of the information 

seemed biased so was less reliable (1 mark). The candidate then goes on to state that there 

was too much information so it was hard to pick out what you wanted (1 mark). 

The candidate then goes on to discuss another website – the Scotsman.  This should be 

treated as part of the first method – websites - and if the candidate is able to state different 

strengths and weaknesses of websites, then they should be given credit. They state that the 

language used was easy to understand (1 mark). They then go on to state that the facts 

were spread out so it was easier to read however, this was too similar to the previous point 

to be awarded a mark. The candidate then states that a disadvantage was that there was no 

search bar, however there is a search bar on the Scotsman website so this was awarded no 

marks.     

The candidate continues by discussing their second method – a questionnaire on Survey 

Monkey. They state that it was easy to make on the internet (1 mark).  They then state that 

they were able to get a wide range of views from a wide range of people (1 mark). They go 

on to state that responses came back quickly so it made it easier, this was in reference to 

the research (1 mark). The candidate then states that Survey Monkey also calculated 

percentages for you which saved time (1 mark). They then go on to discuss that some 

people misunderstood the question (1 mark). The candidate finishes by suggesting an 

improvement in that next time they would do a face to face interview so they could say if they 

didn’t understand (1 mark). 

10/10 marks awarded 

(11 marks have been identified but in this section only a maximum of 10 marks can be 

awarded).   
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Section C – Findings 

The candidate begins by looking at their first aim – ‘Is CCTV successful in courts?’ The 

candidate copies information from their research sheet and is awarded no marks for the first 

paragraph of findings. The second paragraph considers aim two and again, information is 

copied from the research sheet. However, they state that ‘out of 90 murders, 86 were caught 

on camera’ (1 mark). The candidate then states that ‘out of 1/3 of CCTV footage a good 

image was still taken (1 mark). The remainder of the paragraph has been copied from the 

research sheet and is awarded no further marks.  

The final paragraph discusses aim three and again, information is copied. However, the 

candidate does include the statement that ‘in Fife 59% of arrests are due to CCTV’ (1 mark). 

3/6 marks awarded 

(This is not significant copying – the candidate still achieved 50% of the marks available for 

this section). 

Section D – Research Conclusions 

The candidate begins by stating that CCTV does make a difference in catching criminals in 

Scotland as it helps in our bid to keep the community safer (1 mark).  The remainder of the 

paragraph is copied from the research sheet. 

1/4 marks awarded 

Total 14/20 marks 
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Commentary on candidate 2 
The evidence for this candidate has achieved the following marks for each section of this 
course assessment component.   

Racial Inequality is an increasing problem in the USA? 

Section A – Research topic/issue 

The candidate has clearly identified an appropriate Modern Studies topic which relates to 

International Issues: World Powers – ‘Racial inequality is an increasing problem in the USA’. 

The candidate also uses this section to state a hypothesis and two clear aims for their 

research. 

Section B – Research Methods 

The candidate begins by referring to their first method of research – a YouTube video, 

‘American Injustice System: Proof of Institutional Racism’ by the Young Turks (noted on the 

research sheet). They state that the source is fairly recent as it was published on the 7th 

March 2017 and that it contained useful statistics that were still relevant today (1 mark). The 

candidate then states that the source was created by an independent news channel which 

means that it is less likely to be biased towards people in power (1 mark). (The Young Turks 

News channel is a progressive American news channel which adopts an anti-establishment 

stance on a variety of news topics.) The candidate then states that the video was 8 and a 

half minutes long which meant they were able to take notes and did not lose interest  (1 

mark). The candidate then goes on to state that the video contained statistics from CNN 

reports and that points contained in the video were discussed in detail (1 mark). The 

candidate then states that one way they could improve the source would be to invite an 

American police officer to discuss their own views on racial discrimination. While this could 

not be credited as a suggested improvement to the candidates own research, 1 mark could 

be awarded for the recognition that this was a weakness of the source itself (1 mark).  

The candidate then goes on to state that their second method of research was a Gallup 

opinion poll ‘Blacks Divided on whether Police Treat Minorities fairly’ (noted on the research 

sheet). The candidate states that the source was also fairly recent as it was published in 

2015 and that this meant it was still relevant today (1 mark). The candidate goes on to state 

that while the source was around 3-4  pages long, excluding tables, it contained a summary 

of the main points at the top of the page (1 mark). The candidate then goes on to say there 

were no hyperlinks to verify the author’s credentials so they could not confirm whether they 

were knowledgeable on the subject matter (1 mark). The candidate then goes on to identify 

that a strength of their source was that the poll had 2,296 participants from 50 states in the 

US (1 mark). The candidate then states that a potential weakness of the source was that the 

results are not completely representative of the nation’s views as the participants may not 

have had any interaction with the police (1 mark). The candidate finishes by stating that the 

source may be improved if the article was condensed which a clear contradiction of what 

they said previously and was therefore not worthy of credit.   

10/10 marks awarded 
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Section C – Findings 

The candidate begins by noting that the YouTube video states that the exoneration rates for 

black people is seven times higher than that for whites which is a startling figure (1 mark). 

The candidate then goes on to state that blacks and whites use drugs at a very similar rate 

but because of increased police presence in black neighbourhood’s means that blacks are 

more likely to be caught and persecuted than a white person (1 mark).    

The candidate then goes on to state that all races find it difficult to differentiate between 

people of races different to their own. (1 mark). The candidate then concludes that this has 

the inevitable affect that someone accused of sexual assault could spend many years in 

prison for a crime they didn’t commit, purely because the victim wrongly identified them (1 

mark). (This could be carried forward as a conclusion mark). 

The candidate then concludes that meanwhile the actual offender is still outside, 

endangering the public (1 mark). (This could be carried forward as a conclusion mark). 

The candidate then references a Huffpost article and goes on to state that stereotypical 

names play a huge part in whether or not job applicants are called for an interview (1 mark).  

The candidate then goes on to discuss a study around the names ‘Jamal’ and ‘Connor’ and 

the perceptions they create (1 mark). The candidate then goes on to conclude that the study 

shows just how deeply racism is engrained into our society (1 mark). (This could be carried 

forward as a conclusion mark). 

The candidate goes on to state that they found out that racial inequality isn’t simply about 

whether someone gets a job interview; it’s also about where they are in work (1 mark). The 

candidate then states white people are more likely to be promoted than an ethnic minority 

employee (1 mark). They then state that this could be down to lower levels of education, 

stemming from language barriers and poverty, commonly associated with the Hispanic 

community (1 mark). The candidate then states that one third of complaints reviewed by the 

EEOC in a year are for racial discrimination (1 mark). They then conclude that this is 

perhaps the most damaging of racial inequality, as it is seemingly discrete and much harder 

to prosecute than a blatant racial slur or attack (1 mark). (This could be carried forward as a 

conclusion mark). 

6/6 marks awarded 

(This candidate is awarded full marks for the findings section but there are 4 additional 

marks that could be carried forward to the conclusions section if required and other marks 

that could have been awarded if the candidate had not already achieved full marks).   

Section D – Research Conclusions 

The candidate begins by concluding that racial inequality is an increasing problem in 

America. The candidate then gives evidence to support their conclusion by stating that the 

American police force receive a huge amount of negative media attention and that the matter 

is getting worse.  
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The candidate then goes on to state that 40% of black people are sceptical that the 

government will ever make changes in the law so that all races are equal and expands by 

saying that this is a hefty number and the government needs to make changes before this 

figure becomes larger than it already is (3 marks). The candidate has reached a clear 

conclusion that is supported in detail by the candidate’s knowledge and understanding of the 

topic.   

The candidate then makes the recommendation that the police should rely much more 

heavily on DNA evidence as opposed to eyewitness accounts (1 mark).  They then state 

that this would decrease the effect of racial profiling by the police and making sure that the 

perpetrator of the crime is punished (1 mark).   

Finally, the candidate then provides a recommendation with supporting justification stating 

that the government should take names out of job application forms to reduce prejudice in 

the workplace. They claim that this would mean employers would employ people based on 

good qualifications and attributes rather than making assumptions about their character 

based on their name (1 mark).  

4/4 marks awarded. 

(Further marks have been identified. However, the candidate has already achieved full 

marks).   

Total 20/20 
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Commentary on candidate 3 
The evidence for this candidate has achieved the following marks for each section this 
course assessment component.   

Voting Age 

Section A – Research topic/issue 

The candidate has clearly identified an appropriate Modern Studies topic which relates to 

Political Issues – ‘The voting age should be lowered from the current age of 18 to 16 in the 

UK.’   

Section B – Research Methods 

The candidate begins by referring to their first method of research – the internet. However, 

on reading further the candidate is actually using websites. The candidate states that a 

strength of using different media sources is that different viewpoints can be found easily. 

This is a generic statement and awarded no marks. The candidate refers to two websites 

noted on the research sheet, BBC Newsbeat and the Independent and states that they both 

have bias opinions so were helpful as they offered opposing opinions (1 mark). The rest of 

the candidate’s response regarding method one is generic and awarded no further marks.   

The candidate then goes on to state that their second method of research was a textbook – 

Democracy in Scotland and the UK. Stating that the textbook would give all their information 

and would be accurate, without explanation was awarded no marks. One weakness is 

identified as the textbook being outdated with the field of research (1 mark). The candidate 

finishes by stating that if they were to do things differently they would use a different variety 

of textbooks and not as many news websites. The candidate gave no explanation as to how 

this would improve the research and was deemed to be a very non-specific response, 

receiving no further marks.   

2/10 marks awarded 

Section C – Findings  

Source 4 is mentioned in the final paragraph allowing the candidate access to 6 marks. 

The candidate begins by stating that they found that the majority of the political Parties in the 

UK are ‘for’ lowering the voting age (1 mark).  They go on to say that Labour, the Lib Dems 

and the SNP are all ‘for’ lowering the voting age, whereas the Conservatives disagree as 

they think 16 year olds are too immature (1 mark). The candidate then states that the 

Conservatives only disagree because they fear they will not gain as many votes, as Labour 

have a large following from younger generations (1 mark). The candidate states that Labour 

put in their manifesto that they would propose a bill to change the voting age (1 mark). They 

also state that Jim McMahon has a campaign for lowering the voting age (1 mark). The 

candidate also stated that 16 and 17 year olds were given the chance to vote in the 2014 

Independence referendum (1 mark). Where 100,000 of the total were 16 – 17 year olds who 

had to register to vote.  
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The candidate states that this soon influenced Wales to lower the voting age with Scotland. 

(This is worthy of one mark but can be classed as a conclusion and will be transferred to 

Section D as this candidate requires the mark). The candidate further states that in Scotland 

and Wales 16 – 17 year olds can vote in council elections (1 mark). The next paragraph 

about Austria and Norway is copied from the research sheet and awarded no marks.   

In the final paragraph the candidate states that there have been many debates in the House 

of Commons on this issue (1 mark). They go on to say that the Conservatives are opposed 

to this and that is has the backing of the majority of the other parties, this is repetitive and 

awarded no marks. Finally the candidate states that Jim McMahon continues to support 

campaign for the rights of the younger generation (1 mark). 

6/6 marks awarded 

(Further marks have been identified. However, the candidate has already achieved full 

marks).   

Section D – Research Conclusions 

The candidate begins by concluding that it doesn’t matter what successful things have 

happened or backings by different parties, it always comes down to the ruling party and 

government opinion (1 mark). The remainder of the paragraph is assumption/opinion and 

awarded no marks.  A conclusion can be transferred from Findings in Section C (1 mark).  

2/4 marks awarded 

Total 10/20 
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Commentary on candidate 4 
The evidence for this candidate has achieved the following marks for each section of this 
course assessment component.   

Obesity in Scotland 

Section A – Research topic/issue 

The candidate has clearly identified an appropriate Modern Studies topic which relates to 

Social Issues – Obesity in Scotland. The candidate also uses this section to state a 

hypothesis and four aims for their research. 

Section B – Research Methods 

The candidate begins by referring to their first source - the internet. 

Their first point is about how the internet is useful because it has easy access to massive 

source of information which helped because if they were struggling knowing any statistics or 

numbers all they had to do was go to Google and type in what they needed to know - this 

was awarded no marks as it was considered a wholly generic reference to the internet.  

The candidate then states that the internet is fast at finding websites - this was awarded no 

marks as it was considered a generic statement.   

They try to exemplify this with reference to Google searches and how they can narrow their 

search, but it is confusing, unclear and continues to be generic. They continue onto the next 

page, saying that not all sources on the internet are reliable and they refer to Wikipedia, how 

it can be hacked and changed at any time. This is considered generic. No marks are 

awarded here. 

They say another disadvantage is that the internet could cut out or lose signal at any time – 

this is also generic. No mark. 

Their second method is given as Survey Monkey – this is shown in their Research Sheet as 

source 3. However, they give a generic advantage of using surveys – ‘…you get answers 

from people all around the world and that shows a different variety of peoples opinions’. 

However, there is no reference to their specific survey and no marks are awarded. 

They give another advantage – ‘it is not complicated and this means elderly people who 

might not have experience with computers or phones can do it easier’. No reference is made 

to their own survey so no marks are awarded. 

They say a disadvantage - ‘people could not be telling the truth most of the time and this 

could lead to a fake result’. This is also a generic response. 

They finish with a final disadvantage – ‘people could always have access to a computer or 

phone and this means we could miss out on a lot of peoples opinion’. A confused and 

generic point – this is given no marks. 

0/10 marks awarded 
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Section C – Findings 

The candidate begins by stating that they found out 36% of Scottish people are overweight 

and refer to their research sheet (gov.scot) (1 mark).  

The candidate states that they found out that ‘obesity is generally caused by high amounts of 

calories consumed and not any exercise to burn it off’ (1 mark).    

The candidate then tries to exemplify this with eating a full McDonalds or Domino’s leading 

to your stomach swelling - this was awarded no marks as it was considered inappropriate 

exemplification and is not on the NHS website.  

The candidate’s third aim is addressed with the statement ‘I found out that most people feel 

like the government is doing nothing to tackle obesity in Scotland’ and they back this up with 

a reference to their survey (1 mark) for the entire paragraph.   

The candidate‘s final paragraph explains that they found out that obesity can lead to many 

health problems like heart disease, diabetes and cancer and refers to the NHS website as 

their source of information (1 mark).    

4/6 marks awarded 

Section D – Research Conclusions 

The candidate begins by concluding that ‘there is a massive number of Scots who are obese 

or overweight’ (1 mark). The rest of this paragraph was considered to be repetition of 

Findings in Section C. 

The candidate gives a second conclusion ‘There are many causes of obesity in Scotland’ (1 

mark). It was not considered repetition of Findings.  

The rest of the paragraph is not given marks - people do know what is making them 

overweight/obese and the quote from NHS is a finding, not a conclusion and therefore 

should not be in this section. 

Their next conclusion is related to their third aim and the candidate repeats information 

already credited in Section C. No marks are awarded here. 

They give another conclusion – ‘there are many health problems obesity leads to’- but this is 

repetition of information in Section C. No marks are awarded here. 

Their final paragraph is not given any marks; this was not considered a valid conclusion. 

2/4 marks awarded 

Total 6/20 
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