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Conclusion

introduction:

* Where does knowledge come from?

» Different sources of knowledge: innate ideas, rationalism, and empiricism

s Scepticism threatens these

e Descartes’ opinion — explores in ‘Meditations’, wants something firm and lasting

e Innate ideas definition
e Leibniz's block of veined marble {metaphor)
e Criticisms —doesn’t provide a/f knowledge {only abstracts: beauty, justice...)

e Empiricism definition (a priori/a posteriori)

e Strength — gives explanation to why we all have different values

» John Locke’s Tabula Rasa — rejects innate ideas, no man’s knowledge goes beyond his
experience, adults don’t know innates

¢  Criticisms — solipsism {subjective), senses, descartes’ dream & sense arguments

e Rationalism definition

e Strengths — promotes clear thinking, can’t deny without contradiction

e Descartes agrees — wax example & aims

o Criticisms — simplistic understanding (morality?}, subject to doubt (scepticism)

s  Scepticism definition

s Criticisms — negative outlook, can’t engage in meaningful discourse, infinite regress, dead
end, burden of evidence

e Descartes —at first he trusts a priori, but then questions it (evil demon), until finally
establishing cogito

s Descartes opinion & Cogito conclusion — necessary truth, arose from logical thinking,
proving rationalism to be superior

o Rationalism has the strongest foundation — backed up by descartes
s We derive our knowledge from all three combined as they cover all aspects and
complement eachother. Making it diverse, complex
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