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Candidate 1 evidence

Higher Modern - paper 1 Scottish candidate number:

Section 1
Question 1
(d)

One factor that influences voting behaviour is age. Evidence to support this can be
seen by the fact that for every 10 years a person ages they are 9 points more likely
to vote Conservative and 8 points less likely to vote Labour. For example, in the
2019 general election 67% of those over 70 voted Conservative while 56% of those
aged between 18-24 voted Labour. This is significant as this helps to show how the
older you are the more likely you are to vote Conservative and the younger you are
the more likely you are to vote Labour. This is because when you age you gain more
wealth and therefore are more likely to vote Conservative who support low tax while
when you are younger you don't have as much money and therefore are more likely
to support collectivist parties who support the greater redistrobution of wealth. In
conclusion, age is a very important factor with older people are more likely to vote
Conservative because they will normally have more money than while younger
people normally have less money and therefore will support collectvist parties like
Labour who traditonally support a greater redistrobution of wealth.

Another factor that influences voting behaviour is social class. This tells us
someones status in society. This is determined by a persons job, income, wealth and
education. Social class can have a massive impact on how you vote. For example in
the 2017 general election 47% of those in social class D/E voted Labour while 47%
of those in social class A/B voted Conservative. This is significant because this
shows the different voting behaviour between social classes with many putting this
down to historical party policy. For example Labour are traditonally the party of the
working class who support a greater redistrobution of wealth while the Conservatives
are a party who support low tax and support the upper class. However, social class
is not as important as you may think as shown by the 2019 general election. This
can be seen by the fact that 49% of those in social class C2 voted Conservative
while 42% of those in social class AB voted Conservative, This is significant because
this helps to show how the lower social class C2 were more likely to vote
Conservative than the upper social class AB. However, many feel this was a one of
thing and will not happen again with Boris Johnson and his slogan 'get brexit done’
being very popular among the working class. In conclusion, social class is a very
important factor as shown by the 2017 general election but the 2019 general election
debunks this with the working class more likely to vote Conservative than the upper
class,

Another factor that influences voting behaviour is short term issue such as single
issue voting and a party leader's image. Single issue voting is when you vote on one
issue such as Brexit. Many also don't voted for a certain party due to who their
leader is. For example, in the 2019 general election many voted conservative due to
their promise to get the UK out of the EU. While many did not vote Labour due to
Jeremy Corbyn being the most unpopular leader of the oppostion in 43 years. This is
significant because this shows the importance of short term issues as Labour lost a
large number of their seats in 2019 due to the unpopulairty of Jeremy Corbyn along
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with Labour's unclearness on Brexit. However, single issue voting is very rare along
with the unpopularity of a leader to the extent of Jeremy Corbyn also being rare. In
conclusion short term issue are important as they can swing the outcome of
elections but these issues are only short term and will not last.

Section 2
Question 2
Part A

(<)

There are many government measures introduced by the Uk and Scottish
governments that have tried to tackle inequality these include the babybox, the pupil
equity fund, minimum unit pricing, the smoking ban and furlough. This essay will
argue that government measures have been effective in tackling inequalities to a
certain extent.

One measure introduced by the Scoftish government is the babybox, introduced in
2017. The aim of this measure was to help prepare families with the essentials which
many could not afford. This can be shown by the fact that 220,000 families have
been helped by the babybox along with 9 in 10 families saying it has helped to save
them money. However, many argue that not all families need the babybox and its
essentials and therefore it is a waste of money. With many people arguing that the
benefit should be means tested and not universal. In conclusion, babybox has been
effective in reduing inequalties to a certain extent as it has given many famlies the
essentials for their child with 87% of families agreeing with this but many argue that
not all families needed it and therefore many in oppostion argue that it was a waste
of money and could have been better spent.

Another measure introduced by the Scottish government is the pupil equity fund,
introduced in 2016. The aim of this measure was too help provide opportunties for
children from P1 to 53 who were in poverty or recieved free school meals. For every
child with free school meals the school got £1200 to spend on this pupil. With this
money being spent on things such as literacy, welbeing and heaith. However, many
children who are in poverty just miss out on this benefit and therefore will still be in
poverty and will not reap the rewards of this measure. With this being a key
argument in favour of universal benefits as a pose to means tested benefits. The
ineffectivness of the benefit can be seen by the fact that child povery was at 24% in
Scotland in 2015 and this has only decrease by 4% as of 2021 showing the
ineffectivness of the measure. In conclusion, the pupil equity fund has been effective
in reducing inequalties to a certain extent as although it has helped to give many
opportunties to children in poverty it has been ineffective as many have missed out
on these benefits despite being in poverty and 1 in 5 children in Scotland are still in
poverty as of 2021 showing the ineffectiness of this measure.

Another measure intrdouced by the Scottish government was minimum unit pricing in
2018. The aim of this measure was too reduce the amount of hospital admissions
and deaths related to alochol, with alochol now being at 50p per unit. The
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effectivness of the measure can be seen by the fact that in 2017 alochol refated
deaths in Scotland were at 30 per 100,000 people with this having reduced to 22.3
per 100,000 people by 2021, This is significant because this helps to show how this
measure help to reduce hospital admissions and deaths related to alochol. However,
many poor people have been plunged into poverty due to the new pricing of alchol,
Along many having their civil Liberties restricted as they can no longer enjoy alchal
as they have been priced out. In conclusion, this measure was effective in reducing
inequalties to a certain extent as although the amount of hospital admissions and
deaths due to alochol decreased many poor people were put into poverty due to the
new pricing of alchol along with it restrcing people’s civil liberties.

Another measure introduced by the Scottish government was the smoking ban in
2007. The aim of this measure was to reduce the number of people affected by
second hand smoking along the measure aiming to reduce the number of peaple
smoking overall in Scotland as smoking was banned indoors. It's effectivness can be
seen by the fact that 10 years after the ban heart attack admissions had went down
by 17%. This is significant because this helps to show how the smoking ban helped
to reduce the number of heart attack admissions and deaths due to smoking with this
in turn reducing pressure on the NHS. However, many argue that it was an attack on
their individual rights. In conclusion, the smoking ban was effective in reducing
inequalties to a certain extent as although it reduced the number of hospital
admissions and deaths related to smoking many argue that it was an attack on their
civil liberties.

One measure introduced by the UK government was furlough in 2020. The aim of
this measure was to reduce the number of people being made redundent along
redcuing the rapid rise in unemployment. With the government covering 80% of
workers wages while they could not work due to covid. The office for budget
responsiblity prediced that unemployment would peak at 10% in 2020 but it only
peaked at 5.2%. This is significant because this helps to display how the government
measure effectively stopped unemployment rising too high with it being almost half of
what was predicted. But redundancies were still double of the previous year along
with furlough costing the government £70 billion which many feel is a contributing
factor in the current cost of living crisis in the UK. Along with it impacting on future
generations who will have to pay for furlough through high taxes. In conclusion,
furlough has been effective in tackling inequalties to a certain extent as although it
helped to stop unemployment rising to high reducnies were still much higher than
2018 along with it costing the government a lot of money which will not just impact
on the current generation but also future generations.

In conclusion after discussing a variety of measures introduced by the UK and
Scottish goverments such as babybaox, furlough, the smoking ban, MUP and the
pupil equity fund it can be seen that government measure were effective in tackling
inequalities to a certain extent.

Section 3

Part C

(a)
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The US executive branch has many powers such as military power, powers of
patronage, legislative power and veto power. This essay will argue that government
decision making is not dominated by the US executive branch.

The first power of the US executive branch is military power. The US president is
commander in chief of the US armed forces. This means that in terms of the military
all the important decisions are in the hands of the US executive. For example,
Obama ordered the killing of Osama Bin Laden without authersation from the US
legislative branch. This is signifcant because this helps to display the importance of
the President decisions militarily. With the most important decisions being made by
the US president. However, there is some limits on the US executives military in
terms of defence. With the US legislative being the only branch of power that is
allowed to declare war on another country, For example, President Bush never went
to war with Afganistan or Iraq as congress never declared war either of these
countries. This is significant because this helps to show there is an effective check
on the US executives powers in terms of military. With it not being like a dictatorship
as the US president has to get consent from other branches of power before going to
war. This shows there is an effective check from the US legislative on the US
executives military power. In conclusion, military power is not dominated by the US
executive branch as while they have a say over many important decisions the most
important decision of whether to go to war or not is in the hands of the US legislative.
With this showing there is an effective restraint on the US executives military power.

Another power of the US executive branch is the power of patronage. The US
president has the power to appoint people to thousands of jobs such as supreme
court judge and members of the US executives cabinet. For example, Donald Trump
appointed Amy Coney Barett as a suprme court judge in 2020. This is significant
because this helps to show the massive power and influnece the president has in
terms of appointing people to high ranking postions. With the appointments to the
supreme court being particularly important. President’s usally appoint supreme court
judges with a simliar ideological outlook, one appointment can change the
ideclogical outlook of the US supreme court. Such as the appointment of Amy Coney
Barett leading to the suprme court leaning in a conservative manner with in turn lead
to abortion being ruled as not a constitutional right anymore by the suprme court.
However, there is some limits on the US executives power of patronage. With all
appointments having to be approved by congress. For example, Joe Biden
nominated Ketanji Brown Jackson as a supreme court judge in 2020. This is
significant because while Joe Biden did nominate her only the US legislative branch
can appoint people to high ranking postions. So therefore, while Joe Biden
nominated Ketanji Brown Jackson she had to be approved by congress which shows
that the final say in terms of appointments is with congress. With Obama having a
new head of the ATF rejected for 7 years. This is important as this shows the
effective checks on the US executives powers of patronage as nominations can be
rejected which can lead to a president looking weak. In conclusion, powers of
patronage are not dominated by the US executive as while they have the power to
nominated officals to high ranking postions such as supreme court judges the real
power lies in the hands of the US legislative who act a effective check with them
making sure that all appointments are right for the USA.
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Ancther power of the US executive branch is legislative power. Every year except
their first the US president has a state of the union adress where they show their
past success along with them setting out their legislative agenda for the year. For
example in the last state of the union adress President Joe Biden said that if a law
was passed to ban abortion federally he would veto it This is significant as this helps
to show the the power and influence the US executive has in terms of legislative
agenda as they can set out their legislative agenda for the year. However, there is
some limits on this legislative power. As only congress can propose and pass
legislation. For example, the affordable care was proposed by Charle Rangel and
passed by congress despite it being a defining moment of Obam’s presidency. This
is significant because this helps to show while the US executive does have some
legislative power the key legislative decisions are in the hands of congress. Along
with the judicary branch checking every law passed by congress to check if it is
unconstituional. With the supreme court offically passing the affordable care act. This
shows there is an effective check on powers of the legislative branch as every law is
checked by the judicary. In conclusion, the legislative power is not dominated by the
US executive as while they do have large influnce the vast majoirty of legislation is
passed by congress along with every law being reviwed by the judicary. This shows
there is an effective check on every branch of power in the USA in terms of
legislative power.

Another power of the US executive branch is vetoes power. While the vast majoirty
of legislation is passed by the US legislative the President can decide whether to
sign or veto the law passed. For example, President Obama vetoed the national
defence authorsation act. However, there is some checks on this veto power as if a
two thirds majoirty want to override a veto it becomes law. But this is very rare with
only 7.1% of regurlar vetoes having been overriden. But one of Obama's vetoes was
overriden. This was a veto on a law about 9/11 viclims being able to sue Saudi
Arabia this was overriden and become law. This is significant because this helps to
display the massive power the US legislative branch has in terms of the veto power
as if enough of congress disagree with a veto it can be overriden and become law,
with this showing there is an effective check on the US executives power of veto. In
conclusion, the veto power is not dominated by the US executive as while the
President does have the power to stop a law passing he does not like this can be
overriden if enough of congress are against the veto showing that this veto power
does not make the USA like a dictatorship as the US legislative branch can stop
vetoes which shows there is an effective check on the US executives veto power.

In conclusion, after discussing a variety of powers of the US executive branch such
as military power, legislative power, powers of patronage and veto power it can be
seen that government decision making is not dominated by the US executive branch.
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