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Candidate 1 evidence

The budget of the Matrix was 65 million dollars, this budget was used to contribute toward creating
the final product in.its finest form for an audience to witness, The budgat firsthy went towards kung
fu training for 4 whole months, this was something set up for the main actors of the film to hone
their martial arts capabilities to as good as can be with the guidance of Kung Fu experts flown in
* from Hong Keng by the Matrix makers. They did this training for 4 months teaching the actors fluent
fighiting styles, flashy kicks and flips and-ather complex moves.which was clear to see in the final
‘product. One place where we see the Kung Fu training flourish is during the dajo simulation scene
with Morpheus and Neo as they duel, its clear to see that their characters possess more than
impressive fighting ability judging from the fluent back and farth, almost flawless batile they have,
barely able to land a hit on each other because theyre portrayed to be that pood. They also do large
leaps and flips/kicks during the fight now all these features helped to make the scene more exciting
for the audience because not only would it be boring watching two inexperienced people duel but its
satisfying watching two seemingly equal in al:lil'!_l"l,f fighters keeping each other on their toes, really
captivating. Another point in the film where the Kung Fu training is utilised is during the subway
scene when Neg and'.ﬁ.gentSmith duel to the death, they both use brutal displays of kung fu to bring:
pain to each other, throwing each other through walls and overall just back and forth swinging at
- each other, This was a great display of the kung fu training as it not only showed how far Meo had

tome being able to match an agent’s ability but also showed Agent Smith’s equal threat shown as he
effortlessly opposes Neo, oftan getting the better of hifm. This scene was also very satisfying for the
audience to sea because it shows them that not only do the acters live up to the character’s
portrayed capabilities but also have properly chereographed this fight to perfection so its
entertaining and captivating start to finish, The kung fu training alsp generally impresses the
audience bacause it keeps the Matrix film authentic and real in that its not just stuntmen in these
battles but the actual actors throwing and receiving actual hits which the audience will appreciate
because it means the studio didn't take the sasy wiay out with stuntmen, It also makes way for
access to more camera angles thah what weuld be avallabie with stuntriven on screen, the extra
effort the creatars went through to make the actors embody the characters as best as they can
would have been greatly appreciated by audiences so they'd turn a profit as a result. '

. Another place whére the budget went was p',lmtec:hniu', pyrotechnics are of course controlled
explosives and other incendiaries used an a film set to truly portray a scene of action typically. One’
such accurrence for this was in the labby scene when Neo and Trinity march through-the front doors
and go:guns blazing with the soldiers inside. In this scene as Neo and Trinity rather stylishly battle

. the soldiers, bullets and explosions are accuring all arcund them almest constantly to show just how
at risk our main characters are of death yet they continue to eliminate the soldiers in FAsky fashion
doing wall kicks and flips while firing guns which viould be incredibly entertaining for the audience as
not only are they concerned for the characters’ safety but.amazed by the sheer action géing down in.
this scene, The constant explosions and gunfire show just how narroiwly these characters avoid
death yet they did so just to save their friend leader Mo rpheus and did so in 3 wreckless way, rarely
taking cover and lacking any protective gear. This is great for the-audience to see as it shows just
how powerful these twe characters are that even in the face of certain and instant death, they still
look just as cool, This scene also cost millions on its own to film so Eetting it right was dire and they
did, this scene became 2 fan favourite and made the film famous far it as not many cther films
would dish out real explosions and blank fire shots all in one scene and instead would cheap out an
il so it paid off because people wanted to go see the fllm for this million dollar scene of straight -
action and so plenty profit would be made as it caused the filin to have more overall popularity by
far.
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One other place where the 65 million dollar budget went toward was bullet time and wireworlk
Eiullet time was when multiple stills cameras wera placed in a circle around a subject and phntus
wiere takan with and without the Sl.lbjel:t in frame to simulate & slow motion effect as it surrounded
the subject. One such insfance of this was actually at the very beginning of the film when Trinity
leaps into the air {using-wires) and the camera 360 rotates around her.as she fly kicks the police
officer. This was effective because it sets the scene for the movie, letting the audience know that
this character has capabilities beyond typical human reach and is of higher powér than the local
authority judging from the wires that make her float midair and the bullet time indicating her
immense speed aver the cop, so it Er_l-u:ihrages the awdience to continue watching as they want to
find out maore about her, her powers and the world around her, Another place bullet time was used
was in the subway scene bétween Neo and Agent Smith when they leap toward each other and the -
camera 360 rotates around them-as they glide through the alr, firing bullets just narrowely dodging
each other's heads. This was a great use of the technigue as it gave audience time to'see the bullets

* fly through the air, barely missing their heads which would have killed them instantly which
encourages the audience to stay captivated on the fight as it came so.close to being over but its also
very entertaining as the main protagonist and antagonist are head to head in dramatic fashion, This -
scene however couldn’t have been possible without the use of wires to make both actars float in the
air. Bullet time ce rtainly helped the Matrix to furn a ];m:lﬁt by far as it was a new technigue
pioneered by the makers themsshes, they revull.mnmsqd slow motion in the film mdustw atthe
time, making many want to go see this film and witness this spectacle for themselves as it Was-a
milestone in cinema. ’

Neo is shown to be the hero/chosen.one/main protagonist throughout the film at certain times _
especially. One such time was near the beginning when.the agents capture and interrogate and even -
torture Meo and he rébels with a middle finger plus also constantly demanding his phone-call and
defiecting the agents questions showing he is fearless of these figures of authority who seem to be
the villains at this point. Neo is presented to be this character type once more during his dojo scene
duel which utilised kung fu-training and wirework to pull off a fluent fight scene and high kicks and
flips duripg the battle. In this scene Merpheus and Neo hold a mostly equal battle which is surprising
for Nea as Marpheus is experienced greatly where as he is not at ali so the kung fu training Neo's
ACtor poSSesses helps to partray Meo as the hero as he is naturally good in battfe. Another scene
when Meo is shown to have this character type would be in the subway scene, this scene uses bullet
time, wirework, pyrotechnics AND kung fu training. It does this through both Agent Smith and Meo
pnssessing impressive martial arts capabilities in the:r duel but also when either of the pair swing at
each other, Agent Smith (the villain) misses and nhlur.éra tes the wall showing his unbelievable and
unreal strength he possesses but also just how much damage he aims to bring te Neo which can be
seen as cruel. Neo s shown to be the hero when he and Trinity despite guidance not to do so, walk
into the lobby, guns blazing as the pyratechnics abliterate the room around them. This shows that
" the characters.are at constant and massive risk every moment and afe doing 50 to save their leader.
Morpheus against all odds showing Neo's heroism and bravery yet loyalty to Morpheus in that he'd
* brave through these nonstop explosions and gunfire just to reach him. Another scene when Neo is
prasented to be the herofchosen one is in the rooftop scene; bullet time is used as Neo narrowely |
dodges nearly every bullet the agent fires at him. This scene is not only incredibly iconic for the film -
and the film industry but it also shows Neo displaying a whiole new level of super speed to avoid the
bullets from the agents who are supposed to be better than them In almost every way. This shows
Meo as ‘the chosen one’ because hes done what no other character had done in the film's setting
before, he outpaced an agent and matched their abilities showing hes risen past Morpheus who
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* could barely hold his own againt Agent Smith earlier and is one of the most powerful characters at
this point. Neo is shown once again to be the haro when he fires the helicopter gun, obliterating the

* wall of the ream Marpheus is ca ptive inside, thiswas done using pyrotechnics to actuzlly destray the
setting's wall, thié shows Neo to be the hero as its very dangerous to oppose the agents in such
wreckless fashion. Neo is once mare shown to be the hero/chosen one in this story when he uses his
impressive fighting ability (kung fu training) and newfound knowledge and view of the simulation to
effortlessly eliminate not just one but 3 of the thought-to-be unbeatable agents and with ease, this
shows the audience he is the chosen one/hero as hes vanquished the villains and puéhed past the
bounds of possibility in the Matrix universe, surpassing every other character at the film's present
mament in power and-in such short time showing he truly is the chosen ane. '
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Candidate 3 evidence

Question 1) a)

The media text | studied was the mavie lost boys. One institutional factor
which has influenced the lost boys was the certification laws. Before the
movie could be published Joel Schumacher had to send it to the BBFC before-
hand so they could give the movie a certified age rating. Due to the hints of
violence as dangerous acts the BBFC decided upon the age rating of a 15 for
“the lost boys”. The reason is was given a 15 instead of an 18 was due to the
fact that the BBFC do not like prometion of dangerous acts so Joel Schumacher
made sure the dangerous acts that did take place such as the scene where the
lost boys and Michael are hanging from the bridge. Did not show the true
danger so in this scene he did not show the lost boys letting go and dropping
from the bridge. Overall, the age rating the “lost boys” received influenced
the media text as it meant that the casting would be more effective as it was
young cast so viewers could relate to them in certain ways.

" Another institutional factor that influenced the making of “the lost boys" was
the child labour laws. This taw was put in place so that a child would not be
working overtime and become too tired to work as well as completely over
worked. This law made it difficult during filming for "the lost boys” as a lot of
the cast were under the age of 18 years, this meant that filming certain scenes
with the children had to be spread as they could only work a certain number of
hours a week. Due to the child [abour laws the movie ended up taking longer
than excepted to film as very often the actors’ hours would interfere with
each other and scenes with everyone would have to be postponed as an actor
had already been over there hours. Therefore, this shows us that child Iab-c-ur
laws influenced the filming of the lost boys.

Anaother institutionzl factor that influenced the lost boys was the libel laws,
This Law was put in place so that media and films could not talk badly about a
place as the image could stick to the place being talked about in the text. For
example, in the lost bays the filming location was on the Santa Cruz pier and.
the film was talking very negatively about the filming facation with the back of
the city sign saying “murder capital of the world"” as well as Sam making the
comment “it smells like dead people” that the film instead decided to name
the city Santa Carla so that it would not directly be corresponded with Santa
Cruz. This was effective at helping Joel Schumacher avold any copyright of
legal charges put against him by Santa Cruz and meant that he was able to
truly show Santa Cruz as the dangerous city he wanted it to be portrayed as.
Overall, the libel laws were effective at influencing “the lost boys®.

b) ane use of narrative that has influenced the media text was the Levi stratus
narrative. This was the idea that in any media text there is a form of good vs
evil present. The dood vs evil shown in the lost boys 15 mainly Michael vs
Cavid. As Michasl tries to safe star away from David as well as resisting to
form into a vampire and trying to stop the vampires with his brother Sam and

| the frog brothers this is very similar to Star Wars where Luke and Darth Vader
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1Go against each othef in the battle of life and death. This shows us that the Levi
trauss narrative is used in many texts to this day as it often grasps the
udience's attention as well as allow the narrative to continue along towards thE
end.of the fllm .

ne use of representation that has influenced “the lost boys™ is theé
Eprnscntatiu-n of the character stai and how she is fepresented as a-prizé for
ichael to win back in-a battle agairist &vil. From the véry start of the mdvie, we
re shown Michael's attraction towards star and how he wants to hElp her

;cape the dangerous grasp of David and the lost boys. Star often is the case for
h& narrativé being able to continue-its path in the film as shé often gundes .
fchasl to the next part. For éxample, when she got Michagl to follow her down.
he pier before being taken away by the lost boys to the cave. This allﬂweq
ichael's character to-go to the.cave to try save star where -he-ended up

oming a.half vampire. This overall shows us that the text is influenced by the
epresentation of star.

stly another representation was. the image of Santa Carla and hr:rw it was
_huwn as the murder capital of the world. The mévie from the very start gives us |
lot of ittle hints about the dark side to-Santa Carld. As at first it seems avery,
ite, exciting fun place with beaches and theme parks, but the deeper you look
he more you find out about Santa Carla such as when Sam- lucy and Michael are
riving into the city and Sam rakes a comment that “it smells like something
ad died” even though this is clearly a joke at the time it is foreshadowing the
tscovery of the vampires. Another example of this is all the missing posters we
re shown as they arrive in town.of children who have went missing this is once
gain foreshadowing what is going to happen. This overall shows us that 5anta
arla is not a safe place to be and has a very dark side to it.
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