Higher History Question Paper 2 2020-21 Candidate Evidence

Candidate 1 evidence

SCOTTISH HISTORY — 36 marks
PART A — The Wars of independence, 1249-1328
Study the sources below and attempt the following four questions.

Source A from Michael Penman, The Scottish Civil War (2002).

As part of the legal process to decide between the claimants to the Scottish throne,
Robert Bruce and John Balliol (who was aided by Comyn) now had to choose forty
auditors each to represent their interests in legal proceedings at Berwick in front of the
English King Edward |, alongside his own twenty-four jurors. But once seated there was
an almost immediate adjournment for ten months. What this did was to leave Edward
firmly in charge of the Scottish realm. This cannot have come as a surprise; Edward |
had long since ordered his lawyers to search for documentary proof of the English
monarchy’s claim to Scotland. In the end, Edward | announced John Balliol as ‘king of
Scots’ on 17 Novernber 1292. But the outcome of what is now known as the ‘Great
Cause’ was surely a foregone conclusion.

Source B from Sir Maurice Powicke, The Thirteenth Century 1216-1307 (1985).

On 3 August 1291 the competitors for the Scottish throne appeared before King Edward
| at Berwick. Edward |, who had much business to do in England, adjourned the hearing
of the petitions until 2 June in the following year. There was then a further delay by
Edward to allow the auditors to consider Scottish law in order to reply to the question
by what laws and customs the right of succession should be determined. The hearings
lasted from 14 October to 17 November 1292. The choice really lay between John
Balliol, Robert Bruce and John Hastings. Another question also had to be faced by the
counsellors. Could a kingdom be divided? Edward had defined the rules of succession
by seniority to the kingdom of England in April 1290; but he does not seem to have had
a preference for Balliol or Bruce. Finally on 17 November 1292 King Edward declared
the judgernent in favour of John Balliol.

Seurce C from Ranald Nicholson, Scotland The Later Middle Ages (1974).

John Balliol set out to be no less a king than those before him. John's position however
was an impossible one: while his own subjects regarded him as a king, Edward |
regarded him as a subject. Shortly after John was enthroned at Scone on St Andrew’s
Day 1292 Edward passed judgement on a case involving an appeal from a Scottish court.
A number of Scottish nobles petitioned Edward that he should keep to the Treaty of
Birgham which would forbid the hearing of such appeals outwith Scotland. On 2
January 1293, however, King John was forced to accept that Edward was released from
any restrictions imposed by the Treaty of Birgham. Edward and King John had very
different views of what was implied by Edward’s position as overlord of Scotland.
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MARKS
SCOTTISH HISTORY — PART A (continued)

Source D from a letter from Hugh de Cressingham to Edward 1, 23 July 1297.

Sire, upon the advice of your coundil here in Berwick, we raised an army against our
enemies in Scotland who resist our rule by refusing to pay our taxes. Henry Percy and
Robert Clifford have already had to deal with a noble rebellion in the south west led by
Bishop Wishart, James the Stewart and Robert Bruce. Peace had been made on this
side of the Firth of Forth; however this has not settled affairs in Scotland. It was advised
however that an attack should be made on William Wallace who had gathered a large
force {and still does) in the Forest of Sellkirk. It has however been decided that no
action is to be taken until the arrival of the Earl of Warenne.

Attermnpt ALL of the following questions.

1. How much do Sources A and B reveal about differing interpretations of the role of
Edward | in the Great Cause? 10

Use the sources and recatled knowledge.

2. How fully does Source C explain the relationship between John Balliol and Edward |
1292-96¢ 10

Use the source and recalled knowledge.

3. Evaluate the usefulness of Source D as evidence of the growth of Scottish resistance,
1296-1297. 8

in reaching a conclusion you should refer to

*  the origin and possible purpose of the source
*  the content of the source
¢ recalled knowledge.

4, Explain the reasons for the rise and triumph of Robert Bruce. 8
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