Higher Classical Studies Assignment 2015

Candidate 2 evidence

Introduction

A comparison between ancient and modern-day Roman and Greek marriages.
Arranged/Forced marriage, marital duties, age and suspicions.

Point, Analyse, Use quote to show, Compare to modern.

Main Points

Transition the girls endured:

Girls 14, Men 30.

3 Phases for young girl. Separation from family, new home and becoming wife and
daughter.

At wedding offered toys to Artemis to separate from past life.

Also makes evident lack of rights. Woman weren’t seen as humans. Used to breed.
Drastic change. Compare to modern. Less stress

“Just as the boy gave up childhood at 16, the girl did so the night before her wedding
when she dedicated her ‘bulla’ and toys to Lares.”(Second hand) Course booklet
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Wedding ceremonies and processions: \Ga ‘-'\h-\ \@ «»\ LA W \\~—-\«'\
Could last several days. Sl \ A
Feast at the house of bride’s father. :\\ . \ ' C}i"%\ \M\N }}3‘;\ Ay
Sacrifices to Artemis ™\ \i«@@ o ‘\'W RS
Loutron numphikon- bridal bath which induced fertility. ,.;.,LW\ /;
One of few events which females could attend.
Long tunic with tola on head.
Analyse
Similar attire to modern-day.
Priest now used.
“During the fifth century its purpose seems to have been confined to ritual uses, such

as weddings (where it was frequently used to carry the water for the bridal bath) or
the funeral of an unmarried person.”
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Marriage superstitions:

Shouldn't wear dress before wedding.

Can’t wear both engagement and wedding ring at same time.

Seeing each other before wedding still happens. Was for forced marriage. Changed
mind.

Large number of superstitions gravitated around bride.

Marital Duties:

Common for men to go to work, fight etc

Woman stayed at home, raised children and cleaned.

Gives more evidence that woman weren't treated equally. Sexual inequality
Modern comparison. Woman work at home etc

“About our plight | will say no more.

But | grieve for the unmarried woman who

are growing old in their bridal chambers.” Aristophanes, Lysistrata

Forced Marriages:

For 3 things: size of dowry, fertility and skills e.g. weaving.
Were often done to form alliances

Woman had little to no say.

Manipulated for others’ gain.

E.g. marriage by abduction. Central Asia.

Conclusion
Similar but some aspects have changed.
Age different, Forced marriage and superstitions are the same
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