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Dense, expansion, 13.7, accident

Hubble, redder

CMB, Penzias/Wilson, fuzz, shockwave

“There is a fundamental difference between religion, which is based on authority, [and] science, which is based on observation and reason.
Science will win because it works.” -Hawking

Empirical,

No cause

“Religion is about turning untested belief into unshakable truth through the power of institutions and the passage of time.”-Dawkins
devotion, comfort

Established , disprove

Neutral
Multiple,
Newtanian

simple,

Variation

Finches

] am against religion because it teaches us to be satisfied with not understanding the world."” - Dawkins

Opposition

medicine

“The truth may be puzzling... It may not be consonant with what we desperately want to be true. But our preferences do not determine
what's true.”- Carl

Comfort

Probable, no comfort

Finches, meth

Fossils

Gaps

Genesis

Adam

Plan

“The Big Bang, which today we hold to be the origin of the world, does not contradict the intervention of the divine creator but, rather,
requires it.”- Pope

Plan

Don't disprove

“God didn't produce a ready-made werld. The Creator has done something cleverer than this, making a world able to make itself.” —
Polkinhorne

Tool

Versatility

Reinforces

Interpretation

Innovation

Creation

Direct

Rib

“If there is no God, then man and the universe are doomed...It means that the life we have is without ultimate significance, value, or
purpose,” - William Lane Craig

Meaning

Spread

“Ne apparent, perceived, or claimed evidence in any field, including history and chronology, can be valid if it contradicts the Scripturat
record.” - Ham

Authority

Test

Strengthen
Unlikely
Prejudices
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Cuestion - Evaluate religions and non-religious responses to the moral issues ansing
from capital punishment.

Capital pumishment is a highly controversial method of punishment, which has been a
topic of debate for hundreds of years since it was first brought into action. Capital
punishment, or the death penalty, was abolished in the UK in 1998, but it is still legal
in 55 countries, with 9 of those countries only using it in extreme circumstances, and
23 of them having not used it as a method of punishment in over 10 years, according
to Amnesty International. There are a number of different opinions surrounding the
death penalty from varied backgrounds all over the world.

One moral issue that comes from the use of capital punishment is the potential for the
miscarriage of justice for an innocent individual, Human error could potentially lead
to the murder of an entirely innocent being, just by a simple mistake, or by the
interference of personal bias. This is what sadly happened in the case of Alexander
MeClay Williams, Williams was a 16 year old boy, who was acoused of the assault
and murder of Vida Robere, an employee at the school which he attended. A number
of assumptions were made about his character by the jury, mainly based on his race,
which would result in Williams being sentenced to death, Alexander MoClay
Williams would be executed on the 8™ of June, 1931, making him the youngest
person to ever be executed in the state of Pennsylvania where he lived. Eighty years
after the original ease was pul 1o rest, Samuel Lemon, a relative of Williams' original
defence attorney, brought the case back to light and highlighted the clear racial bias
amongst the jury, which was solely comprised of white individuals. Alexander
MeClay Williams was officially exonerated in 2022. The USA in the 1930's was a
hotbed of racial violence, so by having Williams and his defence lawyer. who was
also a black man, going up against a jury of white people would have been entirely
unfair. An impact of this is that, as a resull of Williams case and many others like i, it
is no longer allowed to have a jury which is made up of one or two races — itisa
requirement for the jury to be as diverse as possible, s0 1o ey and prevent any
decisions being made based on racist opinions.

One religious response to the moral issue of a potential miscatriage of justice for an
innacent person comes from Christianity. Christian individuals would generally be
against the use of capital punishment, as they understand the hardship and inequality
of somebody being unjustly sentenced to death, as Jesus was, For some literal
Christians, they would believe that the erucifixion of Jesus Christ was the greatest
imjustice to ever ocour. One impact of this is that Christian people are more likely to
demand justice and to ensure that the person being sentenced 15 definitely guilty
before they serve any time, as someone who believes in Christianity would relate to
the unfaimess of somebody suffering for a crime that they did not commit. This is
made clear through the excerpt from John 23:22,

“For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What erime has this man
commitied? | have found in him no grounds for the death penalty.”

This is significant as it highlights the belief of Christian people thal there should be
highly sufficient evidence before any individual serves time for a crime, especially if
that punishment is having their life is taken from them. Additionally, it emphasises
the Christian belief of the sanctity of life, and how it should not be laken away from
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an individual so easily. Another section from the Bible which emphasises the
importance of human life and how unfair it is that some people can 1ake it away from
others ¢comes from Romans 12:17-19,

“Do not repay anyone for evil. Be careful 1o do what is right in the eves of
everybody ... Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath for
it is written, *It 15 mine to revenge: | will repay. says the Lord™

This gquole shows the imporiance of the Christian belief thal not everybody should
have the ability to sentence people to death. but rather that only God should have the
authority to take somebody’s life from them. Christians belisve that God would never
harm a hving being unless 10 was truly necessary and due to his omniscient naturs, he
would know if an individual was truly deserving of the crime or not.

1 find that the Christian response to the potential miscarriage of justice as a moral
issue of capital punishment to be fair and respectful of those who have suffered
unjusily. As Christian people can relate to the feeling of losing somebody 1o capital
punishment unfairly, they seem to have a more fair and well-rounded approach to the
certainty that a jury must have before sentencing an individual 1o death, which 1 find
to align with my own personal views,

Another moral issue that comes from the use of capital punishment is its use as a
deterrent for other crimes of a similar nature. Deterrence 15 one of the four purposes of
punishment, and it aims o prevent other people ina community from committing a
crime by giving harsh punishments to those who are guilty of that crime. The British
Parliament conducted a study where they investigated the rates of homicide in the UK
throughout time, and it was found that in 19635, when the death penalty was still in
practice, the rate of murder was 6.8 out of every | million individuals. However, the
2002 figures showed that since the abolishment of the death penalty, the rate of
homicide had nearly tripled, with the rates being 16.6 for every million residents. This
emphasises that having capital punishment as a potential sentencing option made
individuals far less likely to carry out crimes that would use the death penalty, even if
the punishment was very rarely used.

Omne case where deterrence may have been a factor in the sentencing is the case of
Ruth Ellis. In 1955 in Britain, Ruth Ellis was sentenced to death for the mueder of her
ex-lover, David Blakely. Blakely had been consistently abusive towards Ellis
throughout the caurse of their relationship, even poing so far as o cause her to
miscarry after punching her in the stomach during a pregnancy. One day, Ellis
snapped, and fatally shot Blakely in the street, outside a local pub, Within a few
weeks, she was placed in front of a jury and was found 1o be guilty afier only 20
minuntes of deliberation. The pinishment did not take into consideration the
circumstances that Ellis had been living through, and she was executed a short two
maonths afier initially committing the crime. Additionally. the Home Secretary
Gwilym Lloyd George notably stated. in reference to Ellis, that.

“We cannol have people shooting off firearms in the street!™

This reaction shows that George is concerned about the impact that Ellis’ case being
publicised may have, and so it becomes mare important that Ellis is punished
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severely, in order to deter anybody else who may be close 1o having a similar
outhurst,

Omne non-religious response 1o the moral issue of capital punishment being used as a
deterrent for other serious crimes comes from Utilitarianism. Utilitarianism is a
theory, ereated by Jeremy Bentham, which is composed of three main principles;
equily, hedonism, and consequentialism, Consequentialism is the belief that all
actions carried out by a Utilitaran should take into consideration the feelings and
impact that this action may have on anybody. and to act based on these notions. In the
case of capital punishment, a Utilitarian may agree with the use of 1t in creating a
safer community for themselves and others to live in. For Ruth Ellis" case
specifically, while it is unjust and a saddening story, a Utilitarian taking
consequentialism into consideration would still agree with the use of capital
punishment in that case. As a result of the loss of one life, other lives are potentially
saved and it would have peaple living in a safer community with other individuals
who are less likely to commit any crimes, for fear of being caught and sentenced to
death.

While [ take the Ultilitarian response to the use of capital pumishment as a deterrent
into consideration, | do not find that | personally agree with it. In my opinion, [ do not
believe that it can ever be morally permissible to take somebody’s life as a
punishment — even if it guarantees the safety of 100 other lives.

A third moral issue which comes from the use of capital punishment is the inhumane
nature of some of the punishments. The most commeon method of capital punishment
i5 the lethal injection, which invalves a toxic overdose of 3 different chemaicals which
result in the loss of control of the body, muscle spasms and eventually, complete
organ failure. The inhumane aspects of this punishiment result in a lack of dignity for
the prisoner in their final moments, as they are left in excreciating pain. Other
methods of capital punishment are just as painful for the prisoner, if not worse; with
punishments such as the electric chair, and gas chamber still in wse,

One non-religious response to the inhumane nature of capital punishment comes from
the United Mations. The United Mations. or UM, is an organisation that was founded
in 1945 after WWII to promote international relations and to rebuild bonds that had
been broken by the devastating war. ln 2007, a vote was held in order to implement a
moratorium on capital punishment for all eouniries. However, while 104 countries
were in favour of the moratorium, 54 countries voted against it, and so the order was
not implemented. This highlights the importance that the death penalty siill has in
some countries, and that they feel their justice system could not function without it.
One of the chairmen of the UN, Ban Ki-Moon, made a statement detailing his views
on capital punishment,

“The death penalty has no place in the 21% century.”

This statement highlights the general opinions of most countries in the United
Mations, and how the inhumane nature of the punishments promoted in certain
countries could be considered a breach of human rights in a society which holds
comfort and safety to such high importance.
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One religious response to the inhumane nature of capital punishment comes from
Buddhism. One of the main staples of being a practising Buddhist is living by the 5
main precepts, of which the first one states that all Buddhist individuals should
“abstain from injuring or Killing nay living creature.” While the Dhamma does not
explicitly reference capital punishment at any stage throughout the texts, the Buddha
is supposed 1o have said,

“An action, even if it brings benefit to oneself, cannot be considered a good action
if it causes physical and mental pain to another being.”

This emphasises the Buddhist belief that all actions that are carried out must have
good intentions, as bad actions result in bad kamma. which pushes vou farther from
reaching enlightenment. As a result of this. Buddhists recognise that is it entircly
impossible to punish a human in such a cruel way while still maintaining composure
and having compassion. Although capital punishment seems to be so fundamentally
wrong in the eyes of most Buddhists, most countries with a high Buddhist population
still use the death penalty and practice it in daily life. The reason for this is due to
some of the political situations in these countries, the traditions of the countries, and
also that some countries believe that it is essential 10 use capital punishment for there
to be order maintained in the socicty of that country.

While it is clear that there are many different opinions surrounding the morality of
capital punishments from different perspectives, | believe that the opinion of the UN
aligns most with my personal views. In such a modern society, should we still find it
necessary to resort to methods of punishment which have been traced back to
thousands of years ago? | hope that in the near future, those countries who still rely of
capital punishment to discipline their residents find a new punishment which they see
fit, that does not require the murder of people who deserve to suffer through
punishment.
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