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Candidate 3 evidence

Higher Politics Paper 2

1.)

One comparison that can be made between sources A and B refers to the decline of
class-based voting in UK elections.

Source A states “Continuing a trend seen in recent elections, social class proved to be
significantly less important to the British electorate than in years gone by”

Source B also states” The 2024 General election was the nail in the coffin for class-
based British politics. Both traditional working-class and middie-class voters opted for
the labour party by significant margins over the conservative party. Among ABC1 voters,
Labour enjoyed an 11-point lead”

This shows that both sources agree that class-based voting is becoming less and less
important in British politics and that it is not anywhere near as prevalent as it used to be
which means it is difficult to use it as a prediction of how people will vote.

Another comparison that can be made refers to the importance of age-based voting in
UK elections.

Source A states “Post election polling has shown that for every ten yeas older a voter
was, they were around 9% more likely to vote for the Conservative party. Adulis over the
age of 39 were significantly more likely to vote Conservative than Labour”

However, Source B states” Furthermore, in a change from pervious elections, age
played a more fluid role in 2024. Broadly, the usual patterns held true with younger
voters more likely to vote Labour and older voters more likely to vote Conservative, but
the margins varied considerably. No party gained a majority of votes within any age
group, highlighting the relative decline in the importance of age since 2019”

This shows that the Sources disagree on the importance of age-based voting as Source
A believes that age based voting was a key aspect of explaining the voting patterns in the
2019 election, whereas source B believes that it was far less important in the 2024
election and was not useful in predicting where votes would be given. However, source
B also believes that age was more important in 2019 which means the sources both

agree that age was important in 2019. However, they don’t agree that age was important
overail.

Anocther comparison that can be made is in relation to party leadership in the
importance it plays in elections.

Source A states “In the 2019 election, voters also focused on a party leadership and the
most important issues. Key issues and how the party leaders explained them to the
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public proved to be an important factor in many voters’ minds when they were deciding
who to vote for.”

However, Source B states “For much of the electorate, party leadership played a lesser
role in how people voted in 2024 campared to previous elections. Although some
described Keir Starmer as ‘boring’, many voters viewed him as credible and trustworthy,
due in part to his background as a lawyer. Rishi Sunak remained tainted by his
association with scandals such as ‘Partygate’, in which he was fined for breaching
COVID-19 rules. However, the conservative party as a whole was struggling at the polls”

This shows that both sources disagree ahout the importance of leadership in elections
as in 20189, it was central to many people’s decision of who to vote for as Boris Johnson
was charismatic and certain of the future of the country with Brexit, however Jeremy
CXorbyn was less certain which lost him favour even with labour MP’s and supporters.
Whereas in 2024, the decision was more based on party performance and competence
rather than leadership as both leaders were relatively uncharismatic. Source B once
again states that in previous elections, leadership was more important however which
means that it dos acknowledge that leadership played a larger role in the past, sop
therefore it partly agrees with source A.

Overall, many of the more traditional ways of measuring predicted votes failed at the
2024 election despite some proving successful in the 2019 election. This makes it clear
however, that age, and social class are no longer perfect indicators of where someone
will vote as they may vote based on a specific issue like Brexit which is classed as key
issue or rational choice voting and is a better way to describe modern voting trends.

2.)

The view states that by all measures the democrats didn’t do as well in the 2024
election as they did in the 2020 election.

Source A shows that in 2020 the democrats won 306 electoral college votes which is
superior to their performance in 2024 where they lost to the republicans white only
winning 226.

Source A also shows that in 2020, the democrats won 51.3% of the popular vote,
beating the republicans, whereas in 2024 the democrats only won 48.3% of the popular
vote, losing out to the republicans who won 49.8%

Source B shows that in 2024, the democrats only managed to have 47 members elected
to the senate whereas the republicans had 53, and in 2020 the democrats were able to
have 50 senators appointed tying them with the republicans which shows that 2020 had
the better performance.
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Source B also shows that in 2024 the democrats only managed to have 215 members in
the house of representatives, 5 less than the republicans, whereas in 2020, the
democrats were able to have 222 whereas the republicans had 9 less with 213.

Overatl, in evaluation it is clear that by all 4 measures the democrats did not do as well
inthe 2024 election as they did in 2020. The democrats put in an inferior performance,
highlighted by them losing the electoral college vote by 228 to 312, and also losing the
popular vote by 48.3% to 49.8%. They also failed to have more senators of members of
the house of representatives appointed than the republicans which they managed in
2020. This highlights that the democrats put in a worse performance in 2024 than they
did in 2020 by all 4 measures.

The view states that by these measures the Republicans had tehri most successful year
everin 2024.

Source A shows that the republicans won 312 electoral college votes which is higher
than any they achieved any other year from 2004-2024. Source A also shows that the
republicans won 49.8% of the popular vote in 2024, their highest in any election from
2004-2024.

However, Source B shows that in 2024, the republicans managed to have 53 senators,
whereas in 2014 they were able to have 54 which means they had 1 more senator in
2014 which is a performance in the senate as a result. Source B also shows that in
2024, the republicans were able to have 220 members in the house of representatives,
however this is not their best result by a large margin as even one election eartierin
2022, they had 222 members and they hadtehri highest ever total between 2004 and
2024 in 2014 where they had 247 members in the house of representatives.

Overall, in evaluation, 2024 was an impressive year for the republican party as they
gained théir highest share of the popular vote and gained tehri highest amount of
electoral college votes from 2004-2024, however they faited to have the largest number
of senators appointed in this period and also failed to match the previous number of
members they had in the house of representatives in years like 2022 and 2014. This
means it was not their most successful year ever in 2024 according to all 4 measures.

The view states that the number of women and non-whiie people elected to congress
has seen continuous improvement and that the most recent election saw the highest
number ever elected.

Source C shows that in the 2024 election, there were 146 non-white members of
congress elected which is the highest number from 2016-2024 as in 2022, the previous
election, only 137 were elected. However, source C also shows that in 2024, the
number of women elected to congress was only 150, whereas in 2022, it was 151.
Therefore, itis not the higher number of women that were elected to congress.
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Source D shows that in 2024, a total of 25 women were elected to the senate, which is
only the joint highest number, tied with 2018 and not the outright highest like the view
claims. Source D also shows thatin 2024 125 women were elected to the house of
representatives in total, whereas in 2022, 127 were elected which means that 2024
wasn’t the most women elected to congress.

Overall, in evaluation, the views claim that 2024 saw the highest number of non-white
representatives elected to congress is accurate as in 2024, 146 non-white members
were elected, the highest from 2016-2024. However, the views’ claim that it was the
year which saw the highest number of women elected is inaccurate as a higher number
of women were elected the previous election in 2022. This means that 2024 was not the
highest number of women ever etected to congress which means the view is partly
incorrect, but the view is also partly correct as it was the year with the highest number
of non-white members.

The view states that in each election year since 2014, both parties in the senate and the
house of representatives have seen a constant increase in the number of women
elected.

Source C shows that the number of women elected to congress does constantly
increase but actually decreases in 2024 so the view is partly correct but is wrong
overall.

Source D shows that the number of women elected does increase from 2014-2018,
then decreases and increases again in 2024 to match the total in 2018 at 25 members.
Source D also shows that the total number of women elected to the house of
representatives does constantly increase until 2024, where again, it decreases from 127
to 125.

Overall, in evaluation, the view is partly correct as there is a constantincrease in the
number of women elecied to congress, however this number often decreases,
especially around 2024 tike source D shows when the number of women elected to the
house of representatives drops from 127 to 125 and also when the number of women
glected to congress in total drops from 151 to 150.

The view states that the US does significantly better than other American nations in
terms of political representation of women.

Source E shows that out of the US cabinet, only 40% are female, which is less than in
Canada where 46% of its cabinet are women. Source E also shows that only 28% of the
national legislature are women, whereas in Nicaragua, 55% of the national legislature
are female.

Source E also shows that the US is the only nation to never have had a female head of
state, with every other nation having at least 1 and Nicaragua and Argentina having 2.
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However, Source E shows that the US has a higher percentage of female cabinet
members than Peru by 40% to 11%. This means that the source is partly accurate.

Source E also shows that the US has a higher percentage of female members of the
national legislature than Honduras.

Overall, in evaluation, the source is partly incorrect to state that the US is better at
political representing women. America has the highest population, yet the 2" lowest
percentage of women who are members of the legislature as well as having less fematle
cabinet members than other nations like Canada and Mexico with the US having 40% of
the cabinet be female, Canada having 46% and Mexico having 45%. However, the US
does have a higher percentage of women in the national legislature than Honduras and
the cabinet than Peru, which means the view is partly correct. However, the US is also
the only nation out of every other American country listed not to have had a female head
of state which means that the US does not do significantly better than other American
nations in terms of political representation of women.

Overall, the viewpoint is partly supported by the evidence but makes some claims
which are entirely disproved by the evidence which means the view is not completely
correct,
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|__|There are many compariisons to make around the key influences on voting behaviour between
the 2019 and 2024 UK general elections. The main influences discussed in the sources are age,
class, and the leaders of the parties.

On party leaders, Source A teils us that "By 2019, a key reason. for the movment of many former
—labour voters to the conservatives was a dislike of Jeremy Corbyn" which shows ‘that in 2019
many voters who may have voted labour were put off from voting for the party due to a dislike of
. Ithe party leadership. Furthermore, source A also tells us "Boris Johnson, despite having his
own baggage, was popular amongst former Labour voters in ‘Red Wall’ seats, mainly due to

his support for Brexit and use of rhetoric.” which shows that not only were voters put off from
labour and attracted to the teries due to the unpopularity of the labour leader, it was also due to
the popularity of the tory leader. This shows that parier leadership was very much a key
influence on voting behviour in the 2012 GE. Whereas Source B tells us "For much of the
electorate, party leadership played a lesser role in how people voted in 2024 compared to
——previous elections.” which means that voting bheaviour was less influenced by party leadership
in 2024 than it was in 2019. The sources show that this was a change in the key influences of
—voting behaviour beiween these two GEs.

On class, Source A tells us "social class proved to be significantly less importani to the British
electorate [in 2019] than in years gone by.", similarly Source B tells us "The 2024 General
Election was the nail in the coffin for classiBased British politics." which means that in both of

| |these elections class.played less of a role in influencing voting behaviour than it did in previous
elections. Source A also says "in 2019, the gap between Labour and the Conservatives among
this group of voters [classes A & B] was only 10 points. Traditional working class vaters (social
class groups C2, D and E) voted Conservative by a margin-of 15 points.” and Source B says
—1"Among ABC1 voters, Labour enjoyed an 11fbint lead, and for C2DE voters they held a 10abint
lead."” which shows that between the 2019 and 2024 GEs, the influence of being middle class on
| |voting for labour stayed the same, giving labour around a 10 peint lead in this class group
between both elections whereas being working class influenced voting behaviour drasticaily
differently between these two elections with the tories leading by 15 points in the working class
vote in 2019 and then Labour leading in the working class vote by 10 points in 2024.

On age, Source A tells us "for every ten years oider a voter was [in 2018], they were around 2%
more likely to vote for the Conservative Party.", similarly Source B tells us "Broadly, the usual
—patterns held frue with younger voters more likely fo vote Labour and older voters more likely to
vote Conservative, but the margins varied considerably." this shows that age was an influence in
| hoth elections, and influenced voters in the same way with younger people leaning to the left and
older people leaning.to the right, however age did play less of a key role in 2024 than it did in
2019.

Overall, the key influences on voting behaviour between 201¢ and 2024 did shift noticeably.

| |party leadership was less of an influence in 2024, social class was less of an influence in 2024
as all social classes broadly voted for Labour by similar margins, and age was less of an
—influence as well. Furthermore, there were major influences in both elections which did not
influence voting behaviour in the other election. Source A, mentioning Brexit in every paragraph,
tells us tht brexit was a huge influence on voting behaviour in 2019, whereas, in Source B Brexit
is not mentioned at all but rather the conservatives' poor handling of the economy is cited as a
| Ikey influence.
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__|The first component of the viewpoint states "By all four measures, the:Democratic Party did not

do as well in 2024 as it did in 2020." Sources A and B provide evidences which supports this
claim.

Source A shows that in 2020 the Democrats won 306 EC votes whereas in 2024 they won only
—1226 EC votes. This shows that not only did the democrats lose EC votes between 2020 and

2024, they went from a majority to less EC votes than they have seen since before 2004, over a
{20 year low in the electoral college. This shows that the democrats did not do as well in 2024 as

they did in 2020 through the measurment of electoral college votes.

Source A also shows that in 2020 the Democrats won 51.3% of the popular vote, which went
down to 48.3% in 2024. This means the democrats dropped by 3% in the popular vote, losing the

| |majority in the PV which they had in 2020. This supports the viewpoint and shows that the
democrats did not do as well in 2024 as they did in 2620 through the measurement of PV.

Source B shows that in 2020 the dems won 50 senate seats, including mdependent senators
|__twho vote with them, and in 2024 they only won 47 senate seats, including the mdependants a,

drop of 3 seats. this supports the view and shows the dems did not do as well in 2024 as they did
| [in.2020 through the measurement of senate seats.

source B also shows the dems won 222 house seats in 2020 and dropped by 7 seais to 215 in

| 12024. this supports the view and shows that the dems did not do as well in 2024 compared to
2020 in the measurment of house seats.

this means that the first component of the viewpoint is entirély correct to state that the dems did

—worse in 2024 compared to 2020 through all four measuremtns, being the EC, the PV, the
senate, and the house, as the dems saw decreases in all of these measurements.

the second component of the viewpoint states "by these same measurements, the repl.Jblic'an
party hd their most successful year ever in 2024." sources A and B provide evidence which does

not fully support this claim.

Source A shows that the republicans won 312 EC votes in 2024, which supports the claim
because in no other year in the source did the republicans win this many EC votes. this means
—that the component is correct in that the republicans had their most successful year in terms of -

EC votes.

howaver, source A also shows that the reps wond9.8% of the PV in 2024, which was not mora
successful than their 50,7% won in 2004. this does not support the viewpoint as the reps did not

have their most successful year ever in 2024 by the measurement of the PV.

Source B shows the reps won 53 seats in the senate in 2024, falling short of their 54 seats in
2014 by one seat. this does not support the viewpoint as the reps did not have their most
—isuccessful year in terms of senate seats.

—|Source B also shows that in 2024 the reps won 220 house seats, which was less successful than

in 2014 hwne they won 247 house seats. this does not support the view as they did not have

| - ltheir most successful year ever in terms-of house seats.

Overall, the second component of the viewpoint is mostly incorrect as whilst-the reps did have

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
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their most successiul year every in 2024 in terms of EC votes, they did not beat previous records
in terms of the other three measuremtns.

the third component of the viewpoint states "the No. women and non white people elected to

congress has seen continuous improvments and the most recent election saw the highest
numbers ever elected." Sources C does not entirely support the claim as the No' women dropped

by 1 in 2024 from 2022 , however the No. non-whites has been improving each year.

L Source C shows that the no. women elected in congress hasrisen-every year from 110 in 2016 to

1561 iin 2022 however in 2024, the most recent election, the no. women elected dropped by 1.
| |SOurce C also shows tgat tge No. hon-whites has risen every year from 106 in 2016 o 146 in

2024. this means that source C does not support the viewpoint entirely as whilst the no. non
| [whites has risen every election, the no. women has dropped between 2022 and 2024.

the fourth component of the viewpoint states "in each election year since 2014, both parties in

the senate and the house of representatives have seen a constant increase in the number of
women elected." Source D provides evidence which disproves this claim to some extent.

Source D shows that the No. women elected for the dems in the house has Increased every year
—Ifrom 63 in 2014 fo 84 in 2024. this supports the view through the measurement that the no.

women elected for the dems in the house has increased every year.

However, source D also. shows that the no..women elected for the republicans in the house
dropped from 34 in 2022 to 31 in 2024 which disproves the claim as the no. female house

" |republicans did not increase every year.

—Source D also shows the No. female dems in the senate was 17 in 2016 and 2018 however this
fell to 16 by 2024 which disproves the claim as the no. women elected for the senate democrats

L—did not tise each year.

| Isource d also shows the no. republicans women in the senate in 2024 was 9, the same as in

2022, this was not an increase and therefore disproves the claim.

overall source D shows that whilst the No. women elected for the dems in the house has
increased each year this is not the case for the No. women in the demsin the senate'and not the

case in either house for the republicans. therefore the evidence from source D does not entirely
support the viewpaint.

the fifth compaonent of the viewpoint states "the USA does significantly better than other american
|_|nations in terms of political representation of women." Source E provides evidence that disproves

this claim to a large extent although not entirely.

Source E shows that the cabinet in the USA is 40% womer{, this i significantly higher than Peru
where it is just 11% women, which supports the claim to some extent but canada's cab is 46%

I [women, more than the us so claim not enitely true.
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