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Candidate 3 evidence

Ola -
Power authority and Iegmmacy are all fundamenta[ concepts in 21St cenutary. Everyone has
dlfferelng opinions on each one however what is widely agreed is that they all work '
harmoumously together. Thati inasense they almost empower eachother into bemg even
. greater, and even more effective. in this ¢ essay we will look at power, authority and legltmacy
" through the ‘work of Max Weber and Steven. Lukes. For background knowlegde on the pa:r
Weber was a solcnolglst and pohtcal theorist born in germany in the 1700s. Lukes wasd
Oxford graduate who was also a pohtcai theorlst ’

Lukes belived that power could be broken donw in 3 ‘faces’, suggesting that there are 3
different types of p'ow_er one can-have. The fiurst face he speaks on is the ‘open’ face: This
face is often refered to as decsison making power thoruhgout Lukes baok. It is very )

o transparent as people can clearly see who has the power, and what they are dojng with their -
power. A exmaple of this could be the smoking ban legislation in 2006, which was a ban
made to make smokmg illegal in public places in Scotland. This was not done by the SCOttIhS
people however it was done in their best interest. The second face Lukes speaks on is the

' .secretive face. This face is very different to the open face as it is not transparent. This face is
also not very democratlc isit usually where one perosn holds most of the power. An exmaple
.of this could be when Thatcher was prime minister she was stongly opposed to the Scothhs
Delvoltion so she chose to avoid ta[kmg on the subject as she has the power to do so. A

_danger to.this power is that the perosn in power sets the agenda making them' able avoid
talking about things, meanining people.can feel unheard and rébelmagainst the perbsn who
is in power, causmg many issuesd as this threatens their authonty Flnally the last face Lukes
speaks onis the ‘mainoulating’ desries face. This face is the most dangerous of all. This is »
because it can cuase people to do things that are not in their best interest. An exmaple of
this type of power being used could be in 2003 when Tony Blair was prime minister, he made
accusations that there was very strong evidence that frag had nuclear weapons they were
ready.to use on the UK. However this was all found out to be a lie made up to;ustlfy the
invation of Iraq Understandb[y so the public were outraged when they found out their
prime minster had abused his power in'order to-gain public canfidence. Showing that yes
this power can-be very effective if used secretwly, however if/when people are found-out to -
be using it there can be serlous backlash. This would put a really large dent on-that persens
leglnmacy Overall alf 3 faces. are very much-still in use throughout 215t centuary politics,
however more and more now, we are seeing the third face being used. A reaosn for this n may -
‘be because of the rise of social media platforms, which is makmg exécuting this face a ot

. eaSIer, throuhg spreading missinformation. An. exmaple of this could be'Reform UK using
inflated statisics in thesr online campgaining to scare people into sideing with their party
beliefs. This face 6f power has worked effec:tvly for them though as we have seen Reform

e

.
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really grow in the last few years, a party which has been one of the most effective at doing
this in the 23 centuary. - :

Weber bellved that if done right power can become authorlty He bellved that there are 3
types of authority; charismatic, traditional and legal- rat|onal The first type charasmatic is
whefe people consent to bemg ruled by people with ‘specail- human quahtles This type

" very rarely ever passed doan it is usually earned through popualnty An -very recent exmaple

“of someone with thls typoe of authority could be Zohran Mamdani, the now mayor of New
York. Mamdani was very loved by the people of New York due to people finding him.

. relatable and charmmg, of course him Brining new socialist polices to the state was
attractive however peopfe likes him beccause he was seen as a man of the people. His type
of authority would unllkely be passed dwn onto his children as his authority lies mainly in

himself However the next type traditonal is unhke charrsmatlc in that sense. Traditonal
“authority typically, passed down throuhg generationa and very rarely ever earned. Think of
the British Morniarchy for exmaple, Charles did not need to wm his rein it was simply passed
donw to him. An exmaple of someone with this type of authorlty coukd be Kim Jong Un, the
currrent leader of North Korea. His authorlty over his subjetcswas passed donw to him
throuhg his father he did not requnre ‘to work for it. The same will happne to his duaghter
she will just be given her title. The type of auhtority is usually wéll accepted due to Iong—
'standing tradition. However a danger to this type is that if people do not-agree with who has
the authority they.may rebel against it, meaing the governament may have very little ocntrol
over their citizens, Finally the last type of authority Webver speaks on is legal-rational. This

_.type of authority i is generally very well respected by citizens as it is granted by laws, rules

. and proceedures made by the population. An exmaple of someone with this type could be -
John Swinney, the first minister of Scétland. He earned this auhtdrity not throuhg charm or

. legacy but through a fair process. This type ina sense can be passed down from leader-to-
leader. However it is not passed down through famlly When the time comes that Swinney
will no longer be the first mlru;ter,,someone else will be able to win the authority. he once
had through a fair process. This type of auhtority sees little-to-no rebling as people are the
oones that granted this person their auhority. Overa]! all types of authority are effective as _

_ they ali work best for different things in 215 centuary politics. The type of authorlty we are
see:ng more and more.is charismatic. This couid he because theworldisin a place where
people are fighting for their liberites and self governace; and charismatic authorlty allows

" . the people to feel heard whilst also giving the person in authorlty the space to do what
needs done.

Flnally legmmacy Weber behved if done right alrthority can become Iegltmacy, he defined
- legitimacy as ‘the right to rule’. For one to have legitimacy they must have auhtority. ifa.

government was not legitimate it wouid eventually collapse. A governemient needs

legitimacy for things to run smoothly so that people will obey to the auhtority. If a
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government makes decsisions through a non- democratrc process but is still accepted by

_ thelir citizens, their auhtorlty can still be seen as legltrmate Weber looks at how Iegmmacy is
' . percived where as Fukes looks at how it can be manufactured Through the third face of

power mampulatmg desires’, power can beocme’ leg!tmate if the public have their trust |n

- that person this ¢an be refered to as “artifical legitimacy’. ‘Legitimacy can be used agalnst the
public to help them support whatever cuase they want them to support. An exarhple of this

could be i in May'of 2025 when Pakistan and India were in a conflict. The indian government
a source seen as Iegmmate used their legitimacy to have the publrc agree with whatever-
they put up. They flooded the media with fake news article in order to scare them into
sndemg with them. Overall legitimacy in the 21% centuary can be described as the glue that

_conmects power to authority, this suggests that if someone has authority but no legitimacy

then they have no power. However is someone has legitimacy and- auhthority then they have
power. Legltumacy being the right to rule is what allows, auhtority to be executed, because if
someone in the 21% centuary has auhtorlty without Ieg:trmacy it is futile as it cannot be
used.

i

. To'come to an overall conc[usron for thlS essay, power, authorrty and Iegltimacy doall

contiriue to be relevant in 215 centuary politics.-We can see thlsthrough Lukes faces of
power where diffrerent types of power work well for different thmgs For exmaple the _
manipulating desieres face works well in gaining public interest into cer,tam.thmgs whether
its for their own good or bad. As we spoke earlier about how the rise of socail media has
actually enipowered this.type of. power into becoming far easier for anyone to‘use through
the use ofthmgs such as fake news into scaring people to vote for a specific party. Then we
looked atall 3 types of. authority, and.how some are easily accepted and obey, and how
others are rebelled against. In the 21 centuary esspecialy we see traditional and legal-

" rational auhtorlty being-undérmined time and time against, as peop!e now through the use

of social medra have access to even more mformatlon than gver before making them
question wha has the power over them. Overall as proven in‘this essay power, authorlty and
legitimacy do all st:lf remain re[evant on how our 21St centuary politics runs.

‘Q2a -

'.The Uk and Us passage of leg[slatlon do some have srmﬂantes, yet some major dlfferences
The pnme mmlster in'the UK holds more power than the preSJdent in the USA when it

comes to creatmg bills. In the UK the there are several different stages into gettmga bill

"passed it must go through several readmgs in parliement, it must hear the opinions from - -

advisorarys, it passed be checked by the monarch before it can be made The prime minister
also has the power to put forward a blII In the UK also usaully the prime ‘minister has a

majority mean:ng thelr own party will usually vote in favour ot'therr bill. However there has |
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~ been cases like for exmaple Gordon Brown where this was not the case. Meaning it is
straight forward for prime ministers in the UK to get a bill they want passed.

‘However in the USA it is far more complicated than that. The presidént has no power in
_ congress, he does have to power to recmond bills to people in his party. However those
people are in no obhgatlon to actually recommend the btll Far fewer bills in the USA get
passed than in the UK. We can see with Obama and the bill named after hlm shwoing that
“the pFES[dent still does have some mfueience over bill making.

Q3b
Media strategies.

" Throughout history-not just poltical parties' but any sort of group that wants to gain peoples

- interest has show things off that they hope will make people like them. In the last 100 or so
'years we have seen poltical parties get more and more creative w:th their media’ strageles
that they are using. ln this essay we will evulate older meida straegeys for example palitcal
broadcasts and newspapers, and much a much newer strategy socail medla

One ofthe oldest and most tradmonal forms of campgalmng has got o be party poltlcal
) broadcasts This is where parties get to share their manifesto with the public whilst also
‘cntlsmg other partles It is usually presented in a fast-paced engnaing videos where the .
leader of the party will not show what the parties.goals are but also what they are already
do:ng to achteve those goals. This works very effecivly as the pub[lc are not just having owrds
thrown at them and being overloading with facts and figures they get to visually see what is
_being for them. This makes it very attractive to the parties, it was reparted that_parties
spend millions and upon millions each 'ye.arjust on these broadcasts. However as much as
the broad_catss-are attractive to the parties they-are not very atiracitve'to be people. A
" survey bu lpsos—Mori found that 74% of those surveyed claimed that they would rather pay
- household bills than watch one of the broadcasts. This suggests that yes the straegy in
theory should be extremely effective however in relaltlyy it may not been as effective as it
seems as people do not like watching them after the parties spend mI"anS on them. Overall
. party politcal broadcasts are very infomrative and do reach many people however-people
are not actually sitting andf watching the broadcasts enjoying what they arg¢ hearing, so it
essentlally defeats the entire purpose. However as much as people do not enjoy watchmg
‘the broadcasts they are a very effactive way of having peoplé. understanid the parties values.

-Another tradtlonai form of medla, arguably even more: tradltlonal than the broadcasts are
newspapers Newspapers are obsiously not only used for politcal campgammg however alot

of what they put out is politcat. Although newspaper. c1rculat|on has singifacntly decreaed In

the last few years, people are still readmg what they put out This is because duetotherise
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of social media newspapers outlets have had.no chon:e but to start. pubhshmg through social
media; They-do this through the use of ‘click-bait’ headllnes, this does work very effeciily

' though as people are inclined to click.on the article to-find out about whatiitis talklng about
Desplte the detrease of c;rcu]at{on newspapers are still highly relevant, the papers create
point of interest and talkmg pomts forTV programs such as BBC news to talk about'on their
show. So as much as people may not be reading the physma[ly copies they still have a let of-
infuelnce within politcs. An example of their infulénce could be the fact that typically .

" whoever the papers try and push out the pub-li_c tend to win the next elec_tion. An extract
form a quote Rapert Murdoch (owner of the Sun and varioud other very infu]eno_ia'l
newspapers), effectivly sums up the infuelce the newspapers have, 1 goto'Downing- '
Street...and they do what [ say”. This quote suggests that the newspapers play a vital role in

' shaping our‘governtnent We can also see an exmaple of theirinfulence in the fact that -
hlstonally the newspapers always pushed out'the Conservatwe party as they aligined with
their the wealthies priorities of low taxation. However in 2024 there was a swntch up the

" papérs actually became more Labou_r—alllglned we saw this after they refered to the
conservative party, “become exghuasted” and "'dissorginsi:ed”. This 'w'a_s a turning'point' in
newspaper history. A study found that many people of the older genration claim that they
be]i\}e the new% papers unbias and merley infomrative, this futher suggest that the medias
infulence can actua[ly he hidden in plain sight. Overall- newspapers due shape do shape
peoples views and opinions on polltcal parties during elctson campgains, through their sheer
power and infuelce they have over the UK public. However the newspapers do not always

- have all the infulencd an exmaple of this could be the papers moving away from SNP in the -
last few years, yet the SNP still winning the ma Jorlty of votes in many areas across Scotland
Newspapers keep finding and probably will contmue ﬁndmg new ways to stay relevant in -’

-

politics and election campgams

newest of the 3 strategies this essays speaks about. With the recent rise of various
social media platforms like Tiktok and Twitter parties have.been left with Ilttle-to iy

' through the use of short snappy videos that quickly gain a young persons interest.

however for older people other strategeys like newspapers have been found more

- ‘effecitve. A-bad side to the risé of socail media esspeca[]ly for the parties ‘
themseleves.i is that anyone can produceé missinfomration about the parties and
publish it for the entire world to-see. So parties now have this to dea[_wnth when

" campgaining. In 2024 it was reported that Labour spent £2.4 million soloey on socail

" fnedia canipaginig, showing that parties.are really buying into this strategy.-However

as much as yes the vidoes and posts and being published the peaple who are seeing
the parties videos are fikley people who are already plannihg on voting for that party
meaning its not teally-b_ring in new votérs. Making the strategy become what some.

3

Finally the last type of media strategy this essay vuill cover is social media. Socail media is the '

chioice but to begm 1o use social mgdia to connect with younger. voters. This is.done’ .

Yes, this strategy can .V\_rork on older people with the use of platforms like facebook, - .
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"would calt an ‘echo-cham ber"'snjggesting that the parties aré not reaching a wider
audinecne: Overall this strategy can be effetive for polltcal parties during campgain .
elcections as nowadays people constantly have phone as variotd other devices
surrounding them.at all times, meaning: they Wl" constatnly being seeing parties

. campgains. This is a good thing: for parfies as they know that thei stuff is being
‘pushed out to the WIder public, however it can aiso feel annoymg to people who

o have little-fo-no interest in poltics as they are constanlty being bombarded by

information they do not wish to hear. In this current world state, it seems all parties -

must be domg at!east somethmg with socail media.

Overall al! media strategyles evaluated in thts essay help to infuelce peoples.thoughts and
behfes in some way during politcal campgains. It is not hard belleve that these
strategyes wni[ all remain relevant for the next 10 years, as the strageyies and qulck[y
adaptmg the world-around it. :
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1b) There are two main forms of demccracy, representative democracy and
direct democracy. This essay will argue that direct democracy is more effective
than representative democracy.

Direct democracy is a true form of democracy as the people have control. itis a
true form of democracy as every citizen has the right to vote for their own
destiny and everyone has a voice. There is no distinction between government
and people as the government has no more power democratically than the
people. An exampie of direct democracy is the EU referendum of 2016 where
72% of brits turned out to vote in an election that weuld have serious
consequences on the British economy. This highlights that direct democracy is
giving people control as ultimately it is up to the citizens to make major decisions
for themselves rather than for a minority of politicians who make decisions.
However, direct democracy may lead to there heing a tyranny ¢f the majority.
This means that in an election like the EU referendum where the vote was 48%
to stay and 52% to leave, a huge proportion of society did not get what they
voted for. This means that people are not having their voice heard as due to a
couple thousand votes for the majority they miss out on getting their choice. This
is a negative as many people feel as though there is no point in voting as they
don't ever get what they want which could lead to voter apathy.

Direct democracy is also good as it increases political involvement and political
literacy. Due 1o the fact that people can vote on big issues that affect them,
many citizens choose to watch party broadcasts, debates and read manifestos
as there is excitement in the couniry. Many see themselves as being part of
something bigger as their vote actually makes a change to the way that scciety
is run. For example, in the 2014 scottish independence referendum, the number
of people registering to vote reached an all time high with 97% registering as
they wanted to vote on the future of Scotland. Additionally this excitement was
the cause of the highest voter tumout in any British election with 85% of people
voting on that day in 2014. School students also become more politically literate
as the younger generation had the epportunity to go to the SSE Hydro in order
fo ask questions about independence which made our younger generations,
who, typically did not vote, have a desire to become involved with politics.
Furthermore, every single Scottish party withessed a rise in their memberships
at the time of the referendum and the SNP, saw a huge rise with 1 in 50 Scots
being a member at the time. This highlights that Direct democracy does increase
voter participation and literacy as people began to beceme involved in politics.
However, what has to be argued is that people eventually tire from constant
elections. If there are elections on small issues every day, people will not be
inclined to vote as they simply cannot be bothered as they lose interest. This is
shown by the fact that in the general elections, typically, the average turmcut is
around 65%, compare this to in the local council elections and we see this
number dwindle to just 50%. This highlights that people do not vote on things
that they do not care about as they get tired of seeing party broadcasts and they
are tired of debates etc. Representative democracy is needed to take care of the
day job as ultimately it is difficult to keep the population interested for every
decision made. Winston Churchill stated that “the best argument against
democragcy is to spend five minutes with the average voter”. This shows that the
Direct democragcy is not effective as the people who are voting cannot
understand how vital their vote is and that the people don't understand what the
elections are and how important they are.
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Representative democracy is good as it is experts who make the decisions.
Representative democracy is another farm of democracy where people are
elected and then make choices on behalf of the population. These people that |
am referring to are MPs, who are elected by the people of the local constituency
who the MP will represent in parliament. MPs are typically referred to as experts
as they have a good understanding of the way that politics works and how they
can get things done for their constituents. People argue that this system works
as the decisions are made by the experts and they are smarter than the general
public. Political theorist Plato said that the “state is like a ship and it needs a
captain to steer it", what he means by this is that the state needs experts who
know what they are doing to make crucial decisions on behalf of the couniry. In
the UK, these experts are also in the house of lords and this is the clearest form
of representative democracy as these members are selected due to their
expertise in business or science etc. However, what has to be argued is that
direct democracy stops the need to rely on self serving politicians. Over 45% of
Brits do not believe that a politician would put country over party. In recent
weeks we have found that Nigel Farage, the MP for Clacton and the most likely
candidate for PM had claimed a 5 million pound denation from a crypio currency
guru from Asia. This is alarming as in the same time period Mr Farage had been
calling for people to invest in crypto currency. This highlights that these experts
may not be trustworthy as many are simply in it for their cwn self interests, and
ultimately do not care about the general population . They use their position in
order to be powerful. Additionally, in 2020, when COVID was at its peak, the
government, whilst we were in lockdown, hosted a cheese and wine party at
downing street. This also highlights that the government is not frustworthy as
they were partying and breaching their own regulations whilst the rest of the
public could end up in prison for doing the same thing. Therefore, it is clear that
representative democracy is not good as self serving politicians care about
themselves before the citizens of the country.

It can be argued that it is good as it is practical. In the UK, there are over
50million people who can vote and there are 650 MPS, that equals around 1 MP
per 92,000. Without representative democracy it would be impossible for the
country fo be run as it would be difficult for the government to count up all the
votes.

In conclusion it is evident that direct democracy is more efficient than
representative democracy.

Due to the fact that the people have control of what happens in the country, the
responsibility falls on the people rather than the government as it is a true form
of democracy as they determine their future. If the people have control, then

they make the decisions for themselves as we have witnessed the government
implement legislation that does not align with the interests of the British people.

Additionally, it is more efficient as you have a smarter society politically. Due to
the fact that people can vote on major issues people will actually research what
they are voting for and the people understand what is good for the country and
what would he bad for the couniry as they have the knowledge to undersiand
how the political establishment works. Therefore it is more efficient.

Although representative democracy is effective in the fact that it is experis
making the decisions for the country, direct democracy is more effective as it
eliminates corruption as there are no self-serving politicians who care about
themselves and it is left to the people to make decisions who will vote for what is
best for the country.
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2b) In the USA, the president is the executive whereas in the UK the Prime
Minister is the executive. This essay will look at who out of the two is more
effective in making policy.

Fiscal powers relate to the power that the executive has over the financial state
of the country. In the UK the prime minister and the chancellor create what is
known as the budget. The budget is simply a plan for the country over the next
financial year and it discusses interest rates, govt spending eic. The key thing
about the UK is that the budget is nof voted on. Although it can be debated in
parliament and scrutinised, what is laid out by the chancellor is all down to the
PM and the chancellor. The cabinet of the government does not even have a
say on this. This is very important for the PM for making policy as it is easy for
the PM to implement their manifesto as it cannct be altered by other parties. For
example, in 2023, the Prime Minister at the time Liz Truss and her chancellor
introduced a mini-budget and this proposed £45bn of unfunded tax cuts which is
still having a huge impact on the economy today as it caused a mini recession in
the country. This shows that the PM is powerful as Liz Truss majorly impacted
the economy and despite the controversy of the budget, there was nothing that
parliament could do about it. However, in the USA, the president also has to lay
out what is known as a budget and the key difference is, is that it has to be voted
on and there has to be a cross-party agreement on the budget. If the budget is
not agreed upon, then the government enters a shutdown in which all federal
funding stops and members of the government stop getting paid which causes
major disruptions to flights etc. The [ast govt shutdown was last year and it
lasted for 43 days (the longest ever shutdown). This was due to healthcare
schemes that made healthcare cheaper for many Americans.

Additicnally in the UK, the PM is effective at making policy as they have a
greater control aver their party. In the UK, the Prime minister is originally voted
in as party leader as the wider party likes their policy and views them well. In the
UK parties typically have a strong ideological base which makes the party vote
for the candidate who best represents the parties views. The government tends
to have geod cohesion. This is due to the fact that they want to appear strong to
the public so that they can retain power. It is easy for the PM to pass legislation
as due to the fact that the party has a strong ideological base, members of the
party will almost always vote in favour of the PM. Additionally the party is close
as MPs want positions on the cabinet and the only way fo do that is to back the
Prime Minister in the hopes of gaining a position. However, this is only true of
the PM is popular with the public. If the poputarity of the PM drops, then the
party may lose faith in them and there may be a lot of fighting within the party.
Although the party has no way of removing the PM, they vote against them in
order to send a message which can make passing policy very difficult. An
example of this is that Keir Starmer lost the local elections badly as Labour saw
huge losses across the country. This has made many in the party lose faith in
him, with some demanding that he resigns. This lack of cohesion has sparked a
coup in the Labour party and starmer due to him being unpopular with voters is
losing support. In the USA, the parties (until MAGA) had less of an ideological
base. For example when you look at the democrat party, you have moderate
liberals such as barrack Obama and then you have socialisis like Bernie
Sanders. This shows that the President may struggie to make policy as he has
to be appealing 1o the whele party as they have such different views on things.
Furthermore in the USA, members of the party are far more likely to speak
against the President as they have less cohesion outside of elections. For
example, Marjory Taylor Greene, a republican congresswoman, who used {o be
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a huge supporter of Trumps, turned against him due to his handling of the
Epstein Files and has spoken out many times against him. This has caused
problems for Trump as it has caused many to lack confidence in him as the
President.

Lastly when it comes to managing sub national governments the Prime minister
can still make policy. Due fo the fact that most powers reside in Westminster, the
devolved nations of Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales still have o rely on a
lot of policy from Westminster. This means that the PM has a lot of power as
they are able to have a say over their policy and how the country is governed.
For example the Scotiish parliament tried tc make it easier for Transgender
people to use single sex spaces, however, the UK implemented legislation to
stop this as they deemed that it Is down to the sex at birth that determines what
toilet is used. Additionally, the PM has power as they can determine things like
benefits for the devolved nations as this power resides in Wesiminster. For
example, this year the UK government removed the two child benefit cap and
this was implemented nationally as the PM has the power to do this as he can
centrol parts of the UK. However, in the USA, the government uses a federal
system, meaning that the states equal powers {o the federal government. This
makes it difficult for the president as he cannot make decisions for certain states
as they have their own powers that the President cannot have an impact on. For
example, this year, Governor Newsom blccked federal froops from entering
California to detain illegal migrants as the state has equal power fo the
government. This shows that the President lacks in powers as he cannot make
policies for the whaole country and he cannot conirol everywhere.

In conclusion it is clear that the PM is more effeclive at making policy than the
President.

When it comes to fiscal powers, the PM is more effective than the President as
the budget does not have to be voted on by parliament meaning ihat they have
no restrictions on what they can implement as it only has to suit their agenda,
whereas in the USA, it can be difficult for the government to pass their budget
(especially in the current political climate) as the other party has to agree.
Therefore the PM is more sffective.

When it comes to power over party again the PM is more effective than the
President as in the UK the political parties have a stronger ideclogical base,
meaning that the parties will agree on most policies the PM wanis to introduce
which means that the party will vote in favour of the legislation which allows for
the PM to make policy. In the USA it is harder as the parties lack that ideological
base as many members are at opposite ends of the political spectrum which
makes the President less effective than the PM.

When it comes to power over sub national government, the Prime Minister is
more effective at making policy as the USA has a federal form of government
which makes it very challenging for the president to make policy in the states as
they have their own power that the federal government cannot control. Whereas
in the UK, the national govt has control over the majority of powers and has the
ultimate say on what happens in the country which means that the PM is more
effective.

3a) | will discuss the dominant ideas of the SNP in this essay.

The 8NP believe that the constitutional arrangements should be different and
that Scotland should be its own independent nation. The SNP have had this
view since they were formed and originally wanted full independence
immendiately. However, under Alec Samond, the party shifted their views on this
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and decided for a more gradual approach, with the party wanting to receive devo
max {maximum powers but still a devolved nations) and then eventually
branching off entirely as an independent state. This atiracted many voters and
we have witnessed that due to this policy the SNP have done well in many
elections. For example, in 2011 the SNP won the election, removing Labour
from power and having enough members to be a majority. This was solely due
to the fact that they promised an independence referendum to the voters which
made many vote SNP. In 2014 they delivered that promise and despite losing
the referendum by 10%, the fact that they got a vote highlights their desire for
Scotland to be an independent nation. However, in 2024 in the general election,
the parties electoral performance dropped majorly as the party only won 9 seats
in parliament down from 45 in the previous parliament. This shows that the
independence idea did not capture voters the way they thought it would as they
failed to win a large number of seats. Showing that their ideas have not been
successful on their electoral performance.

Another dominant idea of the SNP is that they believe in social justice, meaning
that they believe in closing the wealth gap by giving poorer people benefits etc.
The SNP has launched schemes such as the baby box which is a one time box
that gives new parents necessities for becoming parents. This has had an
uptake of around 93% which is highly successful. Furthermore they have
created the Scottish Child Payment which is a £40 a week payment to families in
low incomes that supports children who desperately need help. This idea has
been successful for the SNPs electoral performance as before the SNP were a
party, Labour were the party of the working class as they believed in social
justice, however, now the electorate votes for the SNP and we witnessed this as
in my area of Inverclyde which is the most deprived area in the UK went from
voting Labour in the Scotiish electicns to being arguably an SNP stronghold as
Stuart MacMillan retained his seat again in the latest eleciions that occurred on
May the 7". However, what has to be noted is that the SNP may not be doing so
well from this policy as areas such as Ferguslie Park, a very deprived area,
voted for the Conservative party as they did not like the SNPs independence
viewpoint which people in ferguslie park disagreed highly with, despite the SNP
offering more welfare they did not care about this as they vote for single issues.

The last dominant idea of the SNP is that they are Pro-EU. In the 1970s the SNP
were anti-EU as they wanted full independence however, they changed their
views on this as they believe that if Scotland were independent they could rely
on the EU to help them. After the EU referendum Nicola Sturgeon came out to
make a statement that an indepdent Scotland would be in the EU, hoping to
attract voters as Scotland voted 62% to 38% to remain in the EU, however, she
did not get the result she thought she would as in the 2017 general election the
SNP did not perform well, losing seats from the prior election. This was
unexpected for the SNP as they focussed so much on the EU and failed to win
over the voters. This shows that the idea of Pro-EU had a negative impact on
the elecioral periormance of the SNP,
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