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Candidate 4 evidence

1.

Source A states that, “The parliametary system of Westminister has been accused of short-termism,
in that political parties might be encouraged to think only about winning the next election”

Source B states that, “In a participatory democracy, it is necessary to build negotiation skills and to
start to see how politics does not have to be a ‘winner takes it all’ situation, but that compromise
and collaboration can build towards more long-term solutions to issues”

This shows that Parliamentary democracy is more competitive and pits people against each other to
the point where they only think of winning instead of real issues in the future, in comparison to
Particibatory democracy which is non-competitive and does focus on the future and not just winning
the election solely, you can work together to create a better future in Participatory democracy.

Source A states that, “We have seen that voting levels tend to be Jower in more deprived
communities.”

Source B states that, “it was found that many people who had taken part were frém more deprived
areas.”

This shows that, in participatory democracy, the areas that have less than others are better involved
and they contribute a lot more than they do in parliamentary democracy. This also shows that the
public are better represented and happier when they have more of a say on the decisions that affect
them.

Source A states that, “This is a built-in opportunity for scrutiny and accountability within the system,
which should lead to openness in government. However, we have seen how these questioning
opportunities can be used for parliamentary theatre and political point scoring rather than
effectively holdiné the government to account.”

Source B states that, “It is argued that there is a high level of transparency in a participatory system
as people can see exactly how decisions are made and can ask the questions that need to be
answered.”

This shows that Parliamentary democracy, isn’t as successful in scurtinising the work of the
Government as Participatory democracy, as the latter is more open and therefore, seen as more
legitimate and accepted than Parliamentary democracy is because it can be used to not do what it is
supposed to do effectively. )

In conclusion, the case for Participatory democracy is more effective, inclusive and successful. This is
because it has a friendlier and transparent aproach, rather than aggressive, excluding and deceptive.
Participatory democracy is also better at reaching more deprived areas and communities, which is
essential for inclusivity to make sure everyone has a say on the decisions that affect their lives.
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2.

C Compared to other Scottish Parliament elections, the 2021 election saw the biggest improvement
in diversity of MSPs and Parliament became close to being fully representative of Scottish society.

‘A Number of Female MSPs: In 2021, there was 58 out of 129 MSPs that were women in the Scottish
Parliament, the highest number of women in data. In comparison, there were 43 out of 129 in 2007,
and 45 out of 129 in 2016.

A % of female MSPs: In 2021, the % of female MSPs was 45%, which is the highest. In comparison,
there was 40% in 2003, and 35% in 2011.

A Number of ethnic minority MSPs: In 2021, there was 6 cut of 129 MSPs that were of ethnic
minority, the highest number. In comparison, there was 0 out of 129 in 1999, and 2 out of 129 in
2016.

A % of ethnic minority MSPs: In 2021, the % of MSPs of an ethnic minority was 4.6%, which is the
highest. In comparison, there was 0% in 2003, and 1.5% in 2011.

A % of women in Scotland: 48.6%
A % of ethnic minorities in Scotland: 7.1%

S In 2021, the election saw the-biggest improvement in diveristy of MSPs in terms of wemen and
ethnic minorities, as the both had the largest number in their groups seen so far. And also, the % of
women MSPs being 45%, compared to the % of women in Scotland being 48.6% is close, however,
the % of ethnic minorites being MSPs is 4.6% and overall % is 7.1%, that is near the middle of the
overall percentage and so isnt that close.

E In 2021, the election saw the biggest improvement in diveristy of MSPs in terms of women, but
the % of ethnic minority didn’t change from 22016 to 2021, and it is near to the middie of the overall
percentage of ethnic minorities in scotland and so isnt that close however women was.

C In every election year, the Welsh Parliament has had a more diverse chamber than the Scottish
Parliament.

A Number of Female MSs: In all years from 1999

A % of female MSs: In all years from 1999 to 2016, the Welsh Parliament had a higher percentage of
female MSs than Scottish MSPs, as 50% is higher than 40% (2003) and 42% is higher than 35% (2016)

A Number of ethnic minority MSs:

A % of ethnic minority MSs: in all years from 2007 to 2021, the Welsh Parliament had a higher % of
ethnic minority MSs than Scottish MSPs, as 1.6% is higher than 0.7% (2007} and 5% is higher than
4.6% (2021)

C Inall UK general elections since 2010, the changes in turnout each year have seen similar trends
“in all nations of the UK.
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A England: Turnout increased from 65.5% in 2010 to 69.1% in 2017, then decresead from 69.1% in
2017 to 67.4% in 2019.

A Northern Island; Turnout increased from 57.6% in 2010 to 65.4% in 2017, then decreased frem
65.4% in 2017 to 61.8% in 2019.

A Scotland: Turnout increased from 63.8% in 2010 to 71% in 2015, then decereased from 71% in
2015 to 66.4% in 2017, then increased from 66.4% in 2017 to 68.1% in 20189,

A Wales: Turnout incraesed from 64.8% in 2010 to 68.6% in 2017, then dcereased from 68.6% in
2017 to 66.6% in 2019.

S The changes in turnout each year for the UK genereal elections since 2010 have seen similar
trends for England, and Nothern Ireland, and Wales, with the percentage increasing from 2010 to
2017, and then decreasing from 2017 to 2019. However, the changes in turnout each year for the
UK general elections since 2010 for Scotland were different, with the percentage increasing from
2010 to 2015, then decreasing from 2015 to 2017, then increasing from 2017 to 2019.

E Itis true that the changes in turnout each year for the UK general elections since 2010 have seen
smiliar trends in some nations of the UK, like England, Northern Ireland, and Wales, but since the
changes in turnout each year for the UK general elections since 2010 have seen a different trend,
this statement is not true for all nations of the UK.

C InScotland, a majority of voters have turned out to vote in all elections.
A Scottish Parliament elections: In 2021, 63.5% turnout in Scotland, but 49.4% turnout in 2003.

A Scottish local council elections: In 1898, 59.1% turnout in Scotland, but 39.6% in 2012 ahd 44.8%
in 2022.

A Scottish European Parliament constituency elections: in 2019, 39.9% turnout in Scotland, and
24.7% in 1999 and 28.5% in 20089.

S In Scotland, a majority of voters turned out in most of the scottish parliament elections, with over
50% turnout, except from in 2003. However, the majority of voters turned out for the scottish local
council elections only in 1999 and 2007, but the rest had less than 50%, and.therefore no majority.
Turnout was even lower for the scotland european parliament consituency elections, with no
majority in voter turnout for any year, the highest being 39.9% in 2019.

E This statement is false as a majority of voters have not turned out to vote in all elections, infact
there has only been a majority 7 times out of 17 elections, which is less than half.

C In the devolved nations, the most recent elections to the national legislatures saw the best
turnout.

A Northern Ireland Assembly election results, 2003-2022: In 2022, turnout was 63.6%. In 2017,
turnout was 64.7%.
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A Welsh Parliament election resuits, 1999-2021: In 2021, turnout was 46.6%. in 1999. Turnout was
46.3%.
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