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Candidate 3 evidence

1a. In order for a country to make political decisions there needs to be a form of power
which is the ability to get someone to do something they might not choose to do. Theorist
steven Lukes argues through his key work power a radical view, that power is separated
into three faces of power. Steven Lukes first face of power is the decision-making face of
power. This is known as the “open” face of power as it can be seen to be used. This is
because itis open and visible for anyone including the public to partake in through voting
and joining pressure groups. An example of decision-making face of power was the 2019
general election when the conservatives won 365 seats in parliament which gave them
an overall of 56% of MPs which allowed the conservatives to form a government. This
shows that steven Lukes decision making face of power does require legitimacy as the
conservatives came into power through a legitimate process through etections and
campaigns which were decided by citizens in large numbers. This highlights how open
and transparent the conservatives were as a government.

Steven Luke second face of power is non decision making. This is when power is
exercised behind closed doors. Steven Lukes argues that an important source of power
is the ability to decide what is being discussed or not discussed. An example of hon-
decision-making power was the prorogation of the uk parliament in September 2019, This
is when parliament was shut down will during this period, there was no sittings in the
house of commons or tords. This shows that non decision making is not legitimate as it'’s
able to prevent and limit the chance of decisions being made and §mit the amount of
choices available as in this case MPs and peers were not able to hold debates and make
laws which the prime minister Borris Johnson was able to use as an opportunity to
minimise and block a no deal Brexit.

The third face of power is manipulating desires. This is when power is exercised through
manipulation as steven Lukes suggests that people in power have the ability to persuade
and manipulate the public into believe that political decision are made in their best
interest and that is goes further than just setting a political agenda as the public desires
are being skilfully shaped. An example of the manipulating desires face of power was
when Vladimir Putin was able to brainwash Russian citizens into believing that Ukraine
was inevitably the enemy and that Russia had to attack first as he stated that “strength is
not in defence but in attack”, This shows that manipulating desire face of power is the
least legitimate type of power as it allowed the Russian government to create a false
narrative and justification for the war and not allowing Russian citizens to make informed
decisions themselves based on reality and statistic facts due to the use of censorship
over the Russian media and propaganda used the Putin.
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2a. A constitution is a set of laws and principles that determine how a state should
operate. Itis the duty of the institutions of a state such as parliament and courts to uphold
and protect the constitution of the nature. This essay will discuss the effectiveness of
constitutions in protecting the individual rights of citizens through discussing the UK and
US political system. This essay will discuss the types of constitution and the different
amendment processes.

There are two types of constitutions which are codified and uncodified constitutions. The
US constitution is codified. This means that the laws and principles of the US are written
in one single document. This makes it easier and clearer for citizens to see and
understand their rights as they are located in one document/place. Due to the US
consiitution being written in one document it is shorter than the UK constitution which
makes it easier for citizens to quickly read and understand what rights they have the
country. A benefit of a codified constitution is it defines the liberties of citizens. This helps
citizens to clearly know their constitutional rights as Pew research identified in a survey
that a majority around 56% of American citizens know their constitutional rights by
memory and that they could identify the rights of the first amendment. This shows that
American citizens are able to recall their rights by memory in times of need like the
second amendment and plead the fifth in criminal cases when their rights are in jeopardy.
A codified constitution also ensures fairness and equality regardless of your political
status. An example that proves that a codified constitution helps to protect the rights and
fairness of citizens was in the case R VS Chaytor and others 2010. This helped show that
no one is above the laws as politicians were prosecuted for embezzlement fraud.
However, a codified constitution can be quite inflexible compared to the UK constitution
as the purpose of a cadified constitution is to protect the rights of citizens with laws that
are ingrained in the fabric of the nature. This in turn makes it very challenging and difficult
to achieve amendments. This has caused more people to believe that these laws in the
constitution are outdated and not modernised as there has only ever been 27
amendments approved in the US despite around 3000 thousand being proposed in
congress. However, despite a codified constitution making it easier for citizens to locate
and understand their individual constitutional rights, a codified constitution gives too
much power to branches of government such as the US supreme court, as they have
significantly more power than the UK parliament’s as they are able to reject UK supreme
courts decision. A survey carried out by Pew research in 2022 stated that 47% of
Americans felt that the US supreme court has too much power. However, the UKs
uncodified constitution allows the government to change the individual rights of citizens
which allows the government/country to keep up to date with more recent political
interests whereas the US constitution struggles to modernise rights as the amendments
need to be approved by both the house of representatives and the senate with a voie of
2/3s majority. The UK constitution is uncodified this means that the country’s laws and
principles are written within more than one document. An uncodified constitution is
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formed from multiple sources, statutes and tradition conventions. This makes it more
difficult for citizens to find and understand their individual rights unlike a codified
constitution as citizens may not be able to locate the right required to know. An example
of one of the Amendments that the UK uncodified constitution has been able to adapt to
the constitution was when the government introduced in 2015 the same sex marriage bill.
This caused the government to help improve citizens rights and the country is able to
develop into a modern constitution as due to the progression of LGBTQ+ right it helped
protect many citizens rights that were historically discriminated against over the years
due to the sexual identification and also improved citizens social welfare which caused
more people to be content with the government in power and the political system in the
UK. Also, another example of the UK constitution being able to change its principles and
laws was after the Dunblane School Shooting in 1997. This caused a significant increase
in popularity in the UK to ban guns. This allowed the UK government to introduce a new
law that made them illegal without having to be checked and balance unlike an
amendment would have to in the US as the right to bear arms is written in the
constitution. This shows that the UK constitution is more flexible in protect individual’s
rights as they to not need to be challenged by other branches of government and Put
through a political process that would happen in the US through the house of
representatives and the senate.

The amendment process is different in both the US and UK constitutions. In the UK, the
amendment process is through changing statute law when a party must have a majority
of 50% in parliament in order for an amendment or taw to be passed. This allows the UK
constitution to be able to react and respond to proposed amendments and current issues
than the US constitution could react too because the US needs to go through a lengthen
political process that involves other branches of government. The US constitution has
two ways amendment process by either having a constitutional convention. That s called
by a 2/3 of state legislative and ratified by 34 of state legislative. Or the second way to
make amendments is by congress proposing an amendment .This needs to be approved
and passed by both the house of representatives and the senate and have a super
majority of 2/3 of both the house of representatives and senate. The US constitution
amendment process is less flexible in protesting individual rights as it takes many years
for a bill or amendment to be passed as the 5% amendment the right for all sexes to vote
was passed in 1979 but wasn’t written into the constitution like 1980s but this was
proposed this bill many times since the late 1800s.

Overall, In conclusion, this essay has discussed the effectiveness of constitutions
protesting individual rights of citizens through discussing the UK and US political system.
The US constitution makes it easier for citizens to know, understand and effectively
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locate their constitutional rights where as the UK constitution is able to protect citizens
rights better than the US despite making it challenge for citizens to find their rights in the
constitution as the government is ahle to make modern amendments which allow the
country to stay up to date with social believes such as the right to marry a person of the
same sex. This helps not only protect citizens rights it also protects people in society from
discrimination. However, the US is less flexible than the UK as amendments need to be
processed through a political process that required the house of representatives and the
senate to give a majority vote in order for the bill to be passed which can be very time
consuming and may result in people rights not being protected properly where as in the
UK a party enly need to gain a majority in parliament in order for a bill to be passed.

3b. traditional grassroots campaign methods focused on mobilising support from the
general public, often at locat or community levels. It typically involved party volunteers
and relied on direct engagement with the voters through leafleting and door to door
canvassing. This essay will argue that traditional grassroots was not the most significant
impact on political parties’ performance during election campaigns but was instead
social media the main impact. This essay will discuss leafieting, door to door canvassing
and social media campaigns.

Leafleting was a traditional grassroots campaign method that was used to convey a
political party or candidate’s key policies. This material featured bold, attention-grabbing
headlines followed by more informative details in smaller text. This was used to persuade
undecided voters to vote for the political party or candidate.. The cost of preducing and
distributing leaflets can be expensive and the political party may have to suffer a financiat
charge. For example, in 2015 political parties spend 15 million pounds on {eafleting
compared to only spending 1.7 million on social media campaigns of advertising. This
shows that leafleting can be an extremely more expensive way to campaign compared to
social media which means that the political party may need to budget a financial amount
of money to be able to campaign using this method. A disadvantage of Leafleting is that
many people find leaflets junk mail and may discard before reading which limits the
effectiveness that leafleting had as a campaign method.

Doorto door canvassing is another traditional grassroots campaign method. This is when
party volunteers go from door to door and have a direct conversation with the voters. This
campaign is used to persuade the undecided voters to vote for their political party or
candidate by providing a friendly and informative discussion about the key policies they
will provide to the public in the political system. A benefit of door-to-door canvassing is
that allows the party or candidate to have a more personal experience with the voters and
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see what it is the voters are interested in a politician or party they want to vote for, This is
more personal than leafleting and social media as they are able to have a direct
conversation with the voters whereas leafleting is just a piece of paper that has some
information on it. Therefore, people are more inclined to vote for a party or candidate that
use door to door canvassing as people can gauge what they are like as a person and were
their values are what the voter believes themselves. However social media is more
significant impact as door-to-door canvassing cannot reach a large-scale audience
compared to social media which ¢can be much less time consuming for the party will at
the same time being able to campaign globally instead of locally.

Social media

In conclusion this essay has argued that this essay will argue that traditional grassroots
was not the most significant impact on political parties’ performance during election
campaigns but was instead social media the main impact. Traditional grassroots are
important in the impact on political parties as door to door canvassing allows public/
voters to have a more person experience with the party or candidate uniike social media
that is quite impersonal method of campaigning which many voters might not like not
having spoken in person.
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