Higher Politics Question Paper 2022-23 Candidate Evidence

Candidate 1 evidence

2. A) In terms of nature, the UK has an uncodified constitution while the US has a codified
constitution, which will affect their flexibility. ‘Addental, in terms of status, in-the UK

. : Parliament is Supreme whereas in thé US the Supfeme Court has authority, which will gain

impact it’s flexibility.

One aspéct the will impact the flexibility of the fwo constitutions if nature. This means

that the UK has an uncedified constitution, meaning thefe isn’t just one single document

that can be reviewed. Additionally, white it’s written-down just like the US constitution, it

$pans across multiple sources and points of referenceé (statues, laws, conventions), which
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makes it more flexible as it can be altered with every new law that is passed. For example,
the uncodified UK constitution allowed for alteration to ban private arms immediately
after the Dunblane shooting, which could never be altered as quickly in the US due to the
2" Amendment. .

Contrastingly, the US has a codified constitution. This means that the US still operates
After the legal document wrote in the 18 century, which outlinéd both the rights of
citizens and the presidential systeni. Additionally, it was created by the constitutional
convention and developed by the federal government, thus making it less flexible as it
clearly outlines what governments are and are not allowed to do and its written nature
makes it hard to change. For example, since it was written of 4" May 1789, only 27
amendments {changes) have been made to the constitution,

Consequently, the UK constitution is more flexible because its uncodified nature allows
governments to alter it with every law that is passed and overturned, so it’ always
changing and altering, unlike the US constitution which is single document that has a very
long and complicated process pf amendment.

- Another aspect that influences he flexibility of the two constitutions is status. This means
that in the UK parliament is Supreme and the Supreme Court is not equal to-it.
Additionally, judicial review can review the actions of the government but can’ strike
down any primary legislation, making it more flexible as governments can work around it
and later it as they pass more laws. Additionally, while the Supreme Court cannot nullify
any parliamentary law, they can overturn secondary legislation. For example, Boris
Johnson’s attempt to prorogue Parliament for five-weeks was rule illegal by the Supreme
Court, thus leaving Parliament still in session.

Contrastingly, in the US judicial review and interpretation of the constitution is supreme..
This means that the US Supreme Court can review the cations of both the state and federal
government. Additionally, the Supreme Court, as the final interpreter of the constitution,
can strike down any law put forward by Congress or even signed by thé President if
unconstitutional, showing that the US constitution is not flexible because laws must be
_made to work.around it, not the other way around like in the UK. Moreover, the US
Supreme Court is the final court of appeal and its decisions cannot be overturned, unless
by another set of Supreme Court judges. For example, the Citizens v Federal government
ruting of 2010 deemed a series of congressional laws on the economy unconstitutional and
wet against them, thus showing the US constitution is not flexible because it doesn’t
change as more laws are being passed.

Consequently, the UK has a more flexible constitution because it’s affected by laws and
governments, whereas in the US it’s not flexible because it’s the ultimate authority around
which all other laws are passed, thus making it inflexible as government must adapt to the
constitution, the constitution can’t be adapted to suit governments.

In-further developed analysis, the UK has a much more flexible constitution. This is
because its uncodified nature makes it more easily alterable since t’s made up of multiple
sources of reference that are always changing and evolving with the times, seen with how
quickly the constitution could be adapted after Brexit, as well the status of judicial review
as second to |parliament, which makes it more flexible as every law passed y Parliament
will inevitably amend the Constitution, untike the tong amendment process that the Ushas.
Lastly, since laws make up a large part of the UK constitution, a UK law cannot be deemed
“unconstitutional”, showing the flex1b1hty of the constltutmn ‘by highlighting that it’s
already not very well defined.

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk 2 of 11



Higher Politics Question Paper 2022-23 Candidate Evidence

Candidate 2 evidence

ENTER DO NOT

NUMBER WRITEIN
OF THIS

[QUESTION| ) MARGIN

rel 4 Mo 7/ mﬁ%@W/@J%M
irminibbecnr Tlase Domritlocs ave
/%WJ g s fageil o Mo o
porieid i S s camid? m%,j’f“’%
Afo&m 07/ /Zt—c'/ W ﬂ’//% 2y
f%/f pi2 Zoe  cumnzreePher. //;,r Pogort
/R m//tfm,em}’ AT
pal ‘Zﬁ%‘— /72,//4 e ///f ﬁw %a,m
&J‘M con be hff—mﬂ Moie o/’/ﬁ/)()ri‘}_f or
pa% ﬂ//x‘: M/)W/W%(/] Y -
f‘OA/ czn W// S AU /Ww m&/
%,a,; }744//& %7/7///M /;,,/m,,,/a e,

L

~

%/JM/ v,f,é/s-,/f DS //thﬁ{l%f/é
D4/ %w ‘g@.% Y mm
oot ok nd oo e Q@m%,/
ey _,M/N/:ka/{/,@a Lol Moo ehecectiines
f‘mﬁaw @ S sirl en  Lenden
P 4 ﬂ///’,/ //A// On e olfen
//:/mé/ Sy USH Serz bty f/
@J/W/WX‘W&Z % &&n/‘é/ %ﬂ//o‘-f/_f(//

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk 3of 11



Higher Politics

Question Paper 2022-23 Candidate Evidence

ENTER
NUMBER

QUESTION

PO NOT
WRITE IN
THIS

MARGIN

WW%@ mw/éad A /X/M ,r%/m

ZQMJMMW cw. Sin

Sv/r/ﬁfU/ /’//wé/ are _pemuencnls oo

ﬁ//»e, mﬂ/%ﬂ BT 2 I/*-r‘m m.oc'/é

Wu,ﬁe,e’// e 3 ﬂ;ud/éb(/ /844

/WW ot //L?/A/ Céﬂﬂyga/ ///7//

//I/./M W %/msﬁa /%m/rud LB

/Z/M At /‘A«//é Yoy s) M%M fo

go //MA//&qpofW/ W ov~es

Cém,ﬂ//x/! . FW PA’M//{?/&/ n_ 2812

J/MW/U%G 72 5{, g‘,m_/,jémq, / M

%u, %5 ergla pres W ZM{// L

Z(/é 17274 527 %A/ V77 mmj,%ﬂ;zyi (o) /{U
% M&Z &Z,%_ PR -54_;<Wé//ﬂ LV;

Seore gy (lee fooi prondess

7
Celie ?7:-,,/ Iznhm afm@/lﬂcé kf’

J N .
//W K/‘M//z/,ﬂ Ll o2zl 'PZ/)AW,Z;&I

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk

4 of 11



Higher Politics Question Paper 2022-23 Candidate Evidence

ENTER DO NOT
NUMBER WRITE IN

JQUESTION MARGIN

72(, /’//L Mﬂ ZL LW///,// I e
% prribd, z,;m/,, figmar—ap, 22 pethes
A2t b7t oy //A_/, 24 ;7//// Nere sy
Lo fé/lcz_o/ L2 /zu//y 2 res /7}7//;1/1,@/" He
M/:wﬂ ) d/M/’?’?/ﬂﬂ//’l/L % GIASLAC %L
//(/1? /,l,y/%m L/%M .// NA//IZZ—M
pre tinatagy Mooy siins //M&m/& sace
L //},ﬂ//zj///fj /uﬂm,;aﬂ A M//

Lo

L Wﬁm P / //M szm./x
Prorpana Al Al s }AI%M s aged M

/W%A" 77
b ol W

//A& o

%/,/ == LWA/QA Lrere. !

. ) A 2 x
/W— /67-’§Le%(,r'c bizore sl Tle o
A’L // /7/ Y =/ //)7} j/ /’7 e’///ron///

%} /zbt ///ﬁm WMA/Z’/ W,Uér,/f Flt e etts

<

/}W@AMAM L /a[;/ﬂp% ﬂn/-;/é

M o/,a-,—:n }»% m/// /?//'/ /M,awé
dc/nm@/{ Senccs, .2003 M Aﬂ/)
Ac._//» W// /A4 . /nm 43/747/%%(,/:7/‘
WMA /,'m./ /x‘/ﬂ/pm—rm%m/?" A.A/ f

Zre /n,, ,:/7'/[/6/ (eI d ()c/( }‘L’ oy
@mm/%&& e 20CE /77‘”%"’0 Aty

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk 5of 11



Higher Politics Question Paper 2022-23 Candidate Evidence

ENTER DO NOT
WRITE IN

NUMBER
oF . THIS
: : MARGIN

IQUESTION}

-

an ﬂA/MZ& / jﬂ////z//’?’m/ LA BT g2l
‘ 77/ FM.{M/ OCCA,/J/{,/?) J/Z(J/M///QA Wué/
&z /L,gm",/;l Vj/,,j CJTMWA# P 2 ”’275’.'2}[}1

ot

/;‘/Mﬁ;ﬂ‘ﬁmvﬁ/{ . ‘Q//J/a @W@ME‘

hidf Do pedd i Her
SCtsnee [E06 sipme
| A e piman (/‘ Py 77 Y Mﬂww
o ele g b r,mwo&m,(_p Y, nﬂw//é/z/
'/ Moo _HIE = «%aa W

dWMj RS A 4 %/r— ﬂww/al(/m//o/(
MZ)W prends sep At ag br ol el

[/AA/U’

' apprmad pomn Moo Son o _fror
et kil M Yo

g Pz e ooy f,W/,m;/
M/// Ot L/ /mxz//{téaé&(// % st
J’Z bz L 4/, e s::,.,,,,,?b For ﬁJ’O{MJf

P T o TS /z/»/ Wé@(///f/\m ,,ﬂ

/
,7,/,%@,/ ok ot »

Mm 499 ca Ve ZL&/X/&W
ol dnlilie s %ﬂ/una( ﬂch/ mf,/ R %_;”:%I 1

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk 6 of 11



Higher Politics Question Paper 2022-23 Candidate Evidence

ENTER 00 NOT
NUMBER WRITE IN

OF THIS
QUESTION MARGIN

//Iﬂd %/\jf’l/t/)f IMA/ ‘ [/( ‘5‘ //744[/@@\4
MW// //;/n/m Lt %\u / 7y
/174’2? Y /;W : W./,ﬂ//ﬂ//;// EXAC
v /s d
n/f,fﬂ,(,/ /\//?"/7’1//7/1/&/{‘ %/W A

%L/" /;;., Mr, /Mf/,gm;m} Am,r,L(//

‘//74’/34.&( fmetr __Sc ,/4,/;, {5/77;’/:1/5,/(
2 fB/ﬁ//xm/ /f,,-,/ aﬁﬁw%%m/zg

Uloes _z \eie /fJ/ oy M?/Z/W,( o
/WIM Lo J/ZLW //;/ZU,Z// éuzn/
Lomge Mo bzte  ag /A(, e candor
sy Moot fpos o i
/A//, P 7 Aa, by e ez
Lamatlrtip forie éfa,oéu A{,n,;;i{w Se

[ e 47 Fzs /k/rr/fkﬁj/m Mlég 4
WM _ WM\&/ on Mhe GSH
W/M % Mu/ 7 /)MﬁM/
/Z,L Mz/&/ resclogm. g Pl
) /D%f Pzl iner MDOL/M
M‘” Lo ‘zfd/??*zﬁ///ﬁ/%f// Wf?&%&ﬁ?g

DP&;/ ,M;Zd// e Cfﬂmw Lo
/24 7/ 7

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk 7 of 11



Higher Politics Question Paper 2022-23 Candidate Evidence

ENTER
NUMBER

OF
QUESTION

DO NOT
WRITE IN
THIS
MARGIN

Lo . Qoo companchnsend peeen g
M /{(_a Léuuu @AJ ,;W %
Vhey &% Mw/i-:(/( Lt Tr ey

wﬂ: Lot &‘{/77447/%// é/wte ﬂ M

;,V[//W ,/Z pe 1/7/5 [atetie F=

= %W /%W g& ez AL

/Zuc, ﬂJ [[éﬁ,/g,/a/a/f Lae  btZTor

Serulinese Garempacid— Mo fee

Uls  Leglslidnre- -

|
v

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk 8 of 11



Higher Politics Question Paper 2022-23 Candidate Evidence

Candidate 3 evidence

2-(A)

2 political systems | have studied are the USA and the UK.

Within the US constitution the role of the judiciary is seen through
the supreme court which has 9 judges that are appointed by the
president and then are able to serve a life term or until they want to
retire. The US supreme court is able to strike down any legislation
they deem to be unconstitutional for example Roe vs Wade which is
a battle on going to make abortion legal across all US states. On the
other hand the UK supreme court also has 9 judges that are

appointed by the judicial appointments commission, the UK supreme
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court however is unable to strike down primary legislation even if _ ‘
they do deem it to be unconstitutional' as seen during the
prorogation of parliament where they could only advise it be
returned to sessfon but couldn’t actually make it go back. From this
you can clearly view the US as being more flexible than the UK as
they are able to strike down legislating making sure that they keep
in line with the constitution but the UK is unable to have this same

power.

The US constitution is a codified document meaning that it is one
single document that is drawn from one source, due to this the US
constitution has been the same document for many years since it
was first written over 200 years ago with very few amendments ever
being made. The UK on the other hand has a uncodified constitution
meaning there is no single document with it being drawn from
different sources these being statutes, royal prerogative powers and
more which outline the powers that different areas have to ensure a
balance of power. From this the UK constitution is more flexible
than the US as these can be changed quickly and doesn’t have just

one document making it more flexible.

The US constitution is federal which means that each state has 2
governments - the state which looks after internal affairs of the
state and the federal which looks after foreign affairs and other
major issues affecting the whole country and the federal government
is unable to coordinate all state governments unless all 50 agree. On
the other hand the UK has a unitary system which means that ‘
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have 2 governments these
being a devolved national one which look after internal affairs these

called devolved powers and the central government which look after

the reserved powers such as foreign affairs and major crisis. The
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central government is able to coordinate all other devolved
governments without any consent but would usually in practice ask
for this this was seen during the joint response to the Covid 19
pandemic where the centrat government coordinated all UK nations

together.

Overall the UK constitution is more flexible than the US as it is easier
to change and adapt with time to meet the needs of its citizens

within the 215 century.
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