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1b) | Representative democracy has a number of key features, which make it the
preferred system in modern times.

The main positive feature of representative demacracy is that it is practical
for a modern society. With around 55+ million people living in the UK it is not
practical to vote on every issue that arises as it would be a logistical and cost
nightmare that would simply be unaffordable in this current climate. The
recent use of referenda in the UK supports this as the EU referendum was
estimated to cost £10s million to facilitate to due to the likes of counting and
printing ballot papers. This is simply unaffordable to organise to vote on small
issues such as implementing new traffic laws etc. Representative democracy
allows people to vote once every 4 years, which is much more practicable and
cost effective method as it provides a means of citizens till being able to make
decision on who is in charge without having to vote on everything. Indeed it is
likely if a direct democracy was in place votes would have to take place on
very small legislative matters that little people would care about. This would
mean a large cost for very little gain as the decision could be made by elected
representatives and as such is clearly the most favourable mehod .Malta is an

' example of a country that had to revert to a representative democracy, as
despite having a small population could not make direct democracy work. This
shows that for modern times representative democracy is the best option as its
key feature of being more practicable and less costly is the best option for this
century.

Representative democracy also allows for experts in fields to make informed
decisions about varying subjects. Many MPs come from specialist backgrounds
that give them the knowledge to make informed decisions about varying
issues. This is compared to the ‘lay-person’ whereby people may have no idea
what they would be voting for. Plato states that someone is needed to ‘steer
the ship’ as people in general cannot be as intelligent enough to make
informed decisions. Indeed whilst Burke was a conservative he too added
that people are ‘not smart enough’ to have the ability to make such vital
decisions and as such it should be left to the experts. Decisions on the likes of
defence policy should be made by those who have access to all the information
and can make informed decisions rather than general members of the public
who likely have little clue on what the vote would actually mean. Whilst it is
the case that representative democracy allows for decisions to be made by
experts some are just too big not to ask the people. For example the vote on
Brexit would have cause a legislative nightmare if was decided by parliament
rather than the people. This shows that whilst representative democracy for
the whole party provided the best and most informed decisions some are just
too big and as such, the people have to be the ones to decide. Overall though
the key feature of allowing informed individuals to make decisions is a positive
one and clearly supports the case for a representative democracy.

Representative democracy also reduces the likelihood of decisions being made
by a small part of the electorate. As it stands turnout to general elections sits

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk 13 of 33
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between 60-70% with council and EU elections being much lower. A

representative democracy helps make sure that key decisions are not being
made by just a small % of people as it is highly likely if votes were held on ever
issue that would otherwise be debated in parliament would have very low

turnouts . Examples of this include the London Mayor referendum whereby

only 1/3 of eligible voters actually turned out. This clearly raises legislative
issues, as only a srnall amount of people would be making key decisions
whereas with a representative democracy general elections could give a
legitimate mandate for the government to make decisions. With much of the
turnout coming from older voters it is likely a direct democracy would have
decisions only being made by older generations as ‘voter fatigue’ would kick in
and people would simply not bother voting. In this sense, it is clear that
representative democracy provides the greatest benefits overall and would not
allow for the decisions to be made by the small number of people that would
turn out to vote.
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