Higher Media Question Paper Candidate Evidence

Candidate 1 evidence

Question 1

A) The last of us is a series that has two different audiences responding to its content. One of these
audiences is a feminist audience. One scene where this is shown is in episode one, part two, when
Tess is introduced. Tess is seen being tortured for informatin and tied to a chair. During this, she
doesn't give up the information. This presents her as a fearless, powerful character who isn't afraid
to be put in harms way. For a feminist audience, they will find it refreshing to see a woman
presented as strong and independent. They will see Tess as a character that contrasts the stereotype
against women, that they are weak and small minded — especially as shown in media. The feminist
audience will wantto continue watching in order to discover if Tess continues to act the same way,
and will want to see if she stays consistently fearless throughout the series. Another-scene thata
ferminist audience would respond to is when Mariene is introduced. Marlene is the leader of the
fireflies, an organisation that goes against the government — fedra — beliefs. The fact that a female
leads such an organisation will be interesting for the feminist audience to see, as typically men are
the ones in power. For a3 woman to have this role instead, the feminist audience will respond
positively towards it as they aren’t used to seeing women in media shown as indendent and
powerful, They will want to keep watching in order to discover if TLOU continues to break other
gender norms targetted at women. The female audience will see Marlenes character asan example
of the way women should be introduced in media content, and will want the character to influence
other series and movies to do the same with their own female characters. They will then want to
continue to watch the seriesto see if it shows any other women as being in charge or important to
the plot. In episode one, Ellie is introduced. In her very first scene, she jumps out at Joel with a knife
and attempts to hurt him out of belief he will hurt her. This fights against the gender norm of
women being weak and scared to protect themselves in both media and real life, which will appeal
to feminists as they want to see women presented as the opposite, the way that Ellie is in TLOU. This
shows that Ellie isn’t hesitant to defend herself, and isn't afraid of getting hurt. This will appeal to
the feminist audience as they may believe that due to Ellies character being both young and being
able to defend herself, it will provide a good example to the real world about how women should be
presented in media, and how they should be considered in real life. They will want to to continue
watching the series in order to discover if Ellie continues being defensive of herself, and to see if she
continues to break stereotypes.

Another audience that the last of us appeals to is Joel. Joel is a very male appealing character from
the start. This can be seen during the outbreak in episade ane. Sarah is running from her neighbour,
Mrs Adler, who-is infected-and trying to kill-her. Sarah is.afraid.and seems to.be unable to defend
herself. Joel jumps in and saves her by hitting Mrs Addler with a bat. This suggests Joel as a hero,
showing that he is brave and will harm others in order to protect his family. This appeals to a male
audience asthey may find it relatable to care about your family enough to put it in harms way, as
fathers are usually very protective of their children. They will also enjoy seeing Joel as a hero, as they
may look at themselves in comparison. They will strongly like his character due to his bravery and
strength, and will want to continue watching the series in order to discover what else Joe! does that
puts men in a good light. Another scene that appeals to the male audience is in episode 1 when Joel
is shown to be living in the QZ. He is shown to be throwing bodies into a fire. There’s then a child
body, and though Tess finds herself unable to throw it into the fire, joel does, The emotionlessness
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he shows during this scene, tc be ale to do such athing, suggests that he is a ruthless character. For
a male audience, they may find it exciting to see a character who isn’t afraid of violence. Thisis
because typically, men enjoy seeing gore and compromising situations. They will hope thatJoel
continues to be violent throughout the series, and will keep watching in order to discover if he gets
himself into more similar situations where he has to make a choice that could hurt someone, and
does it without thought. In the end of episode 1, a guard tries to hurt Eflie. In retaliation, Joel beats
up the gaurd and almost kills him. This scene is gory, with close-up shots of Joel beating the man up
relentlessly without pause. This appeals to the male audience as typically, they enjoy gore. They will
like seeing Joel protect Ellie, as it strengthens the idea of his protectiveness that they may be able to
relate to. The strength that Joel shows in this scene may appeal to the male audience as they may
then see him as an example of what they should be, and look: up to him. They will want to continue
to watch the series in order to see if Joel becomes even stronger. They will also want to watch so
that they can continue to see Joel as a role-model, and will potentially find his bravery and strength
infleuntial on their own personalities and physical appearance.

b) The last of us uses a genre hybrid. This helps to attract a wider audience. One genre that TLOU
uses is the horror genre. This can first be seen in episode one, when Joel, Sarah and Tommy are
trying to escape the infected, and Sarah twists her ankle, leaving Joel to carry her. This suggests that
the characters are moving slower, and may make the audience question whether or not they will
mabke it, which will cause them to want to continue watching with anticipation. The adrenoline that
this scene causes refers to the horror genre as typically, in horrar moves, there are high-tension
scenes where the characters are attempting to escape the chaos and it makes the audience fear
what is going to happen. This doesn’t appeal to a feminist audience, as Sarah being hurt and carried
by Joel suggests that she is unable to protect herself, and needs a man to do it for her. This agrees
with the stereatype set out for women, that they are weak and incapable of defending themselves,
which is what TLOU are presenting for Sarah’s character by making her get carried by her father. A
feminist audience would have preferred if she had potentially made herself a make-shift cast, and
ran on her own, the way a strong and independent women would. This can disuade them from
continuing watching the series, as they will want to see a women in power, and Sarah is doing the
opposite of that. On the other hand, this scene will appeal to a male audience as they will see Joel as
both protective and caring towards his daughter, enough to slow himself down in arder to save her.
They will see him as a hero, and will want to continue watching the series in order to discover if
there are any other scenes where Joel is presented in a similar light, as a hero. Another example of
the harror genre is in episode two, when they are walking through an abandones, water flooding
area and Ellie get’s a fright from a skeleton popping up out of the water. This refers to the horrar
genre asits considered a jumpscare, which is very typical for the harrar genre to have. This scene
wilt set the audience on edge, and make them fearful for whats next. This will attract an audience
who enjoy high-tension scenés, as the jumpscare will maké thern believe that there-may-be-more:
scary scenes throughout the series. For a feminist.audience, they won't appreciate Ellie’s fear— but
instead will want her to have been completely fearless and unbothered by the skeleton, so that she
is breaking the female stereotype of being easily afraid. Ancther scene that shows the horror genre
is in episode two. When they are in an abandoned museum, a new type of infected are introduced —
clickers. They can’t see, and therefore they find people by-sound. Tess and Joel proceed to fight
these infected in order to save themselves. This scene refers to the horrar genre as the clickers mave
in a very unnatural way that makes them twitch and not walk the way a human would. They also
make strange noises, squaking and clicking. This inhumane introudction of them can make the
audience afraid as they will find the way that the clickers move discomforting and will find that it
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makes them feel uneasy. An audience who enjoy gore may enjoy this scene, as the way that the
clickers look — with no face and only skin, disorted, skewed features, will leave them appealed
towards the scene as they will like things that discomfort them. This may make the audience want to
continue watching in order to discover if there are any other types of infected. A female audience
will appeal to Tess helping Joel fight them off, as despite them being terrifying, Tess is fully capable
of defending herself, Joel.and Ellie from them despite her fear. A feminist audience will find this
refreshing, as instead of just joel fightin on his own, by letting them fight side by side it is suggesting
the equality of their strength and attributes, which is what feminist fights for.

Ancther genre in TLOU is post-apocalyptic. This can first be seen during part 2 of episede one, when
a young boy comes to the QZ. He is tested for cordyceps with a temperature tester, and then
injected with a jag. This shows the post-apocalyptic genre as for a child to die, it shows the harsh
reality of the world after the apocalypse has begun, The audience, typically a female audience, may
feel very empathetic to the young boy, and may have found the scene too harsh, This is because
they are typically more maternal than men, meaning that they may not continue watching the show
as they will have found it cruel and upsetting to harm ayoung child. In relation to the genre, this
scene suggests to viewers that many people, including children, have died due to the apocalypse as
they have tested positive. This makes the audience question how many people have been infected,
and how many people have died and are going to die, which will make them want to keep watching
in order to find out. An audience who enjoy the apocalyptic genre will enjoy this scene as they will
see it as a realistic representation of what actually would happen after an apocalypse. They will find
it refreshing to see a series not shy away from harsh topics, such as child death. They will want to
keep watching as they will want to see what other scenes the series provie that are realistic. Another
scene that shows this is when Ellie gets bitten by the infected at the end of episode one, and shows
her bite to Tess and Joel. It seems to have cleared up, and Ellie explains herself as immune to the
virus. This refers to the post-apocalyptic genre as it is typical of this genre to have someone who is
different from the other people, typically somecne who is immune to the virus. This is because
usually in apocalyptic movies and series, there tends to be someone looking for a cure, and in this
case, the cure would be Ellie. A feminist audience would be very appealed by the idea of a woman
being the cure for the virus, This is because typically, it’s men who get the more important roles—
and they will be both excited and proud to see a woman in that role. They will want to continue
watching in order to see if Ellie dies, as her importance as a character will be important to them.
They will also want to see if Ellie can make an impact on other characters and overall save the day,
being a hero the way that feminists would want women to be presented in media. The audience will
be interested upon discovery that Ellie is potentially a cure, and will want to see whether or not she
is able to stop the outbreak of cordyceps and put an end to the death that has happened. Another
scene that shows the post-apocalyptic genre is in the end of episode 2, when Tess sacrifices herself,
genre as typically there is a sacrafice-in these-genres for the greater good. It's usually a side
character that doesn’t held that much importance, just like Tess. This will appeal to feminist
audiences as they will find it appealing to see a woman take charge and save lives the way a man
typically would. A male audience will enjoy seeing Joel live and continue on in the series as the see
him as inspirétion and wont want him to die. Though, many may be saddened by Tess’s death but
still find it effective to the series, strengthening the plot. This will make the audience want to
continue watching in order to discover if there is another character life her, and if any other
important characters die,
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SECTION 2

Pair A

In poster one the main character is positioned slightly to the right. He is the largest thing on the
poster, proving him to be both important and the main character. His clothing looks put together,
and the colours of it coordinate. He then has a gun slung over his shoulder. This represents him as an
organised and prepared character. This can appeal to the viewers, as it foreshadows to them that
there may be some action in the movie, and this character will be fully prepared for it. It refers to
the idea that his preparation may cause him to survive througout the movie, which will be apealing
to viewers who doesn’t enjoy when the main character dies. The gun suggests the genre of action.
This is because guns are usually used for protection, and the idea that the man in the poster has to
protect himself suggests that there is some type of unkown dangerthat may harm him. This can
make the viewerswant to discover what thé danger is because it will leave them in anticipation as
they are unaware of what is going to happen in the movie. The main characters facial expression has
furrowed brows and pursed lips, which makes him look angry, and prepared for a fight. This can
again suggest to the viewers that there will be action throughout the movie, and many scenes where
the characterwill fight. This can appeal to an audience who enjoys violence and high-tension scenes,
and will make them want to watch the movie in order to discover how much acticn and violence
there really is in it.

In poster two the only character in the poster is centre, which makes it clear that he is the main
character. His outfit is put together, but his rolled up sleeves suggests an element of stress and hard
work. This is because if his sleeves are rolled up, he may have had to do it in order to get them out of
the way — asif he needed full concentration and no distractions in order to do whatever he was
doing. To the audience, this suggests that he is stressed about the situation at hand — and presents
the idea that there is an outbreak of chaos that he is looking out on. This appeals to the viewers as
due to his supposed stress in the poster, they will wonder what his reaction to the situation will be.
They will question whether he will die or not, or will be able to help others. Although his facial
expression can't be fully seen, he seems to be shocked. The slightly parted stance of his lips suggests
to the audience that he can’t believe what is happening. This makes the viewers curious about the
plot of the movie, wondering whether his shock will have a negative impact on his survival or not. It
represents him as not a fearless character — but instead a character who really does have fears, and
may respond-welt due to it. This can attract an-audience - who want to see mare realistic
representations of people, and the humane reaction of fear toward the situation that the man is in
will help with this.

The colours in poster 1 seem to signify hope and heroism. This is because there is a yellowish hue
througeut the entire poster. Yellow usually is associated with hapiness, but in relation to the poster,
the yellow seems to be signifying hope and heroism. By putting the title 1 am legend’ in a golden,
yellow colour, it suggests the idea that it is talking about the main character himself. This gives the
audience the idea that the man may be a hero, and may also have hope for the world. This
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introduces the idea that he may save many people in the movie, and will make them want to watch
it in order to discover if he really does do that, and to see how many people he saves. These colours
represents the character as a good man who saves people, which could attract an audience that
enjoy seeing men in power, such as a male audience. Although, a feminist audience wouldn’t be
appealed by this as they would want to see a woman in this role instead. The brightness in the
backround in comparisonto the darkness that the man is walking towards suggests that he is
walking away from hope and putting himself in danger, in relation to the yellowness, it suggests that
he is doing this in order to save others. The idea that he is putting himself in danger for this reascn
outlines to the viewers that he is being represented as a selfless and strong character, which will
again appeal to a male audience who want to see men represented in a good light.

In poster 2 the colours are consistently dark, they are black, grey, red. These dark colours are usually
associated with danger and violence, which suggests to viewers that this movie will heavily consists
of it. The dark colours with minimal brightness througout the poster suggests a lack of hope, and
maybe that he movie will include some harsh scenes such as death and gore. This targets a more
mature audience, as that isn't suitable for children to see. The death and gore that is suggested in
the movie through the dark colours could frighten them, and therefore parents wouldn’t want them
to watch it. The dark colours target an audience that enjoys the horror genre. This is because dark-
coloured movies usually mean that the movie its self has a dark, scary plot. This then suggests
horror. The dark colours in comparison to the defeated look of the character suggests that it may be
a sad movie, which suggests that an audience who enjoy movies without happy endings may like it
as that's what it looks like it may have.

In the background of poster one, the buildings can he seen to be decaying. The sheets hanging up on
them lock as if they have been there for a long time as the material is worn. There are also
overgrown plants and an overturned car, which suggests that the area hasn’t been looked after for a
long period of time. This dishiveled look suggests that the movie will centre around the post-
apocalyptic genre. This is because the area locks as if has been left for a long period if time, which
wouldn’t be like that if the apocalypse had just begun. On the other hand, this is what poster 2 looks
like, as in the background of poster 2, it consists of fires, helicopers, and lots of smoke. The way this
is layed out is to look as if it is happening in that exact moment. This suggests to the viewers that this
movie has the genre of the apocalypse,-meaning it has just started, unlike poster 1 which seems to
be a movie where the apocalypse has already happened and it consists of the aftermath. Poster 1
will attract an audience that are after a lessgory, and less reactive movie as typically post-
apocalyptic will have less chaos due to it having already happened in the past. This is different from
poster 2, which will target an audience that are interested in seeing adrenoline filled scenes and lots
of gore, as the idea that the apocalypse is happening during postef 2 means that there will likelybe
consistent action throughout the-movie. This will-make viewers want to watch both-movies.as they
will be want to know whether both characters survive in their different situations, and will want to
see how different their lives are in comparisen —consdiering one has already lived the apocalypse,
and one is just beginning to.
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