Higher Media Specimen Question Paper: The Role of the Media Candidate evidence

Introduction to the candidate evidence

This candidate evidence was generated in response to the Role of Media
guestion in the 2018 question paper. However, to illustrate the standard
required for the revised course assessment for session 2019/20 onwards it
has been marked in line with the new specimen marking instructions. The
original question that candidates answered appears below but it has been laid
out in the revised format.

2018 Role of Media question
in session 2019/20 task layout

MARKS
The role of media

It could be argued that the production of media content is motivated by
specific purposes such as profit. However, there can be other motivations
such as promotion and/or public service.

Discuss this with reference to media content you have studied.
In your response you must discuss the point of view referenced above by:

» giving detailed information or ideas about the role(s) of media referenced
above

« giving specific examples from media content which illustrate the
information/ideas and your discussion

« commenting on these examples and relating these to your discussion

« drawing at least one conclusion which provides judgement in relation to
the question.
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Candidate C evidence

|, Daniel Blake is a film-that primarily motivated by informing and by public service. With secondary
purpose of entertainment and profit. The profit motive is put aside in general as the director Ken
Loach and writer Paul Laverty tend to make socially conscious and politically charged films that don’t
generally appeal to a mainstream audience, therefor they could potentially make more profit if they
did, this shows that this is not their main motive.

A role of the media is to entertain. This is done by engaging the audience emotionally and
attempting to fulfil the preferred reading of a particular emotion they are trying to portray in a
particular scene or throughout the whole film. This can be done through the representation of a

character as likable and interesting, it is hard to maintain an entertaining piece of media with a one
dimensional character. Producers often put in several different characters of different demographics
in order to entertain a wider TA. However, this can also be done in order to profit as a wider TA will
of course mean more people will come and see the film.

Daniel Blake is a character that entertains people with his sense of humour and caring attitude. This
humour is prevalent right from the start when he is speaking to the ‘healthcare professional’, for
example, when asked if he has uncontrollable bowel movements when she is asking about a heart
attack he responds — ‘me arse works a dream now can we talk about my heart’ using a deadpan and
mocking delivery. This immediately cements him as a likable character even before you can see his
face, as this scene is just a blank screen with credits and audio. The introduction of the characters
China bring in a younger and ethnically diverse TA and also entertain the audience by giving an
alternative to Dan’s personality, for example with Chinas playful attitude, shown when he pretended
to throw the bin bag at Dan and when he got very excited about the new shoes in his flat. It could be
argued that these characters are brought in with a profit motive simply to expand the TA. However,
given Loach and Laverty’s track record, it is more feasible that these characters are brought in to
entertain a different TA with the ultimate purpose of informing about the different groups of people
affected by poverty.

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk 18 of 30
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A profit motive a media production can have is by trying to gain maximum exposure. This can be in a
number of ways. One is by creating a controversial film which is likely to get analysed politically. This
can be done by exposing things done by a government, or going far left or right of centre on the
political spectrum. This will make more people watch it, whether agreeing or not, just out of
curiosity. Another way is releasing a film right before a film festival or event, this means it has the
chance to win awards which means more people will notice and watch it. Albeit, this could also feed
into the purpose of public service if the producers believe their content does that. If this is the case,
the producers will want to gain as much publicity as possible.

IDB was very politically explosive as it showed the dire effects that Tory cuts on the benefit system
have on people. An example being when Katie was in the food bank and opened up the can of beans
and ate it straight. This shows the desperation of poverty in the UK. This was also shown with the
shot outside the foodbank, which had a huge line. Shots like this caused a political debate with much
criticism from the right wing about how it is unrealistic. Toby Young, a daily mail columnist, called
the film ‘a romance of benefit street’, a show which depicts people on benefits as lazy scroungers.
The film was also brought up in parliament with many Tories claiming it was an exaggeration. It can
be argued that the political controversy was a marketing technique by Loach and Laverty, albeit, this
is very unlikely as it was based on true stories Laverty researched. For example, the beans in the
foodbank scene was inspired by a women Laverty met in a foodbank in Glasgow. The story of Daniels
character was from research Laverty did into a man in Edinburgh who had cancer and was made to
look for work in order to receive benefits, as he was deemed ‘fit for work’ by a decision maker. He
died of the cancer. This research shows that the political controversy does not come from the film
but from Tories trying to cover up their system of murder. The films publicity did a2 public service as
it informed people about the brutal reality people face on the breadline in Britain. However, the film
was released just before the Cannes Film Festival and subsequently won an award, this may have
had a profit motive due to the prestige and publicity this brings.

Another purpose can be to persuade, this can be done by breaking down stereotypes. This can be
done by representing characters in a film differently than they would be usually in the media. For
example, the media often shows people who are on benefits as lazy scroungers and as thieves from
the state. Despite this, only 0.6% of benefits are fraudulently claimed, a figure dwarfed by the

number of unclaimed benefits. A film that does not represent people on benefits like this would be
breaking down a stereotype. This links into the purpose of informing as well as it does lets people
know that the media narrative of benefit seekers is a false one.

IDB completely breaks dowi the stereotype of benefit seekers as lazy scroungers. This is shown in
the shot when Daniel is at the doctors and asks when he can go back to work, he seems upset when
told it won’t be for a.while. There are several shots of him working as a carpenter at home for
leisure, showing his genuine want for work. Katie is also a more realistic benefit claimant than that
that is shown in most media. She reveals in.a shot in her house with Dan that she intends to go back
to Open University and gain an education. The reason this is primarily a purpose to persuade is
because the media narrative many people already have engrained in their heads. After this, it can
continue to inform more that the benefit scrounger narrative is fake.

Overall, it is clear that Loach and Laverty did not have a primary intention of profiting with their
main motive being to inform about the struggles of poverty and the benefit system and to provide a
public service which is to show the unsympathetic nature of the beaurcartic class.
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