Higher French Directed Writing 2022 Candidate evidence and commentaries

Candidate evidence

SCENARIO 1: Learning

Recently you went on an adventure holiday to the south of France where you
were able to try out new sports and activities. On your return you were asked to
write an account of your experience, in French, for your school/college website.

You must include the following information and you should try to add other
relevant
details:

* who you went with and what the journey was like

» what you thought of the area where you stayed

» what you liked/disliked about the sports/activities you learned to do

» what places you visited in the area

» what you learned from your experience

» whether or not you will continue to do the new sports/activities you learned to
do.

You should write approximately 150 —180 words.
OR
SCENARIO 2: Culture

Recently you were on holiday in France. The small town where you were staying
was holding its annual summer festival. On your return you were asked to write
an account of your experience, in French, for your school/college website.

You must include the following information and you should try to add other
relevant
details:

» where exactly you were in France and who you were with

» what you thought of the town/surrounding area

* how you found out about the festival

» what you did during the festival

* what you enjoyed most/least about the festival

» whether you would like to attend a similar event in the future.

You should write approximately 150 —180 words.
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Commentary on candidate
evidence

The candidate evidence has achieved the following marks for Higher French
Directed Writing (component 2, question paper 1).

Candidate 1

The candidate chose scenario 2
The candidate was awarded 12 marks.

Content

The candidate has addressed all the bullet points, although some are addressed
more fully than others. The essay is well structured and comprehensible
throughout.

Accuracy

The essay starts off well despite the unfortunate spelling of "Nicé”, but the
language begins to deteriorate significantly in paragraphs 2 and 3 (“cependant
c’était assez charge!”, “Le festival était publicité ...”) but picks up again in bullet
point 4, 5 and 6 where the candidate demonstrates a sound knowledge of the
perfect and imperfect tenses (“j’ai gouté”.; “je buvais”; “j’ai tout apprecié”; “je me
suis bien entendue”).

The verbs are mostly correct but there are many errors in spelling and gender (“/a

Nicé”, “le ville”, “la musique et ambiance était excellente”, “je recommanderais
d’assister un tel évenement’, “chaleaureux”) and other parts of speech.

Language resource

There is a range of structures but paragraphs 2 and 4 lack detailed and complex
language (“J’ai adoré le ville”, “j’ai chanté et dansé”, “c’était amusant’) and the
language becomes quite repetitive. For example, the verb étre is used on 11
different occasions.

Although some parts of the essay are accurate (particularly in bullet points 4 and

5), the poor spelling, repetition and errors detract from the overall performance.
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Candidate 2

The candidate chose scenario 1.
The candidate was awarded 8 marks.

Content

The candidate addresses all the bullet points fully and the writing is well
structured. Additional information is provided in most of the bullet points and the
essay reads well.

Accuracy

The candidate attempts to use detailed and complex language but is not always
successful. There are numerous errors in spelling, for example, in paragraph 1
’moins” "ma vacance” and “finallement”.

The candidate does not demonstrate a sound knowledge of verb tenses and
often uses the wrong verb ending or the incorrect past participle.

For example, “je m’ai endormi’ (line 6); “nous avons resté” (line 8); “j’ai croi”
(line 10); “on a du parlfais” (line 16); “nous nous amusait bien” (line 18) ;
“f’explorait’ (page 2 line 2) ; “nous l'adoraient’ (page 2 line 7), ; “j’ai découvri’
(page 2 line 12).

There are also several mistakes in adjective endings (“les forets étonnants”
(page 1, paragraph 2) ; “certain gens” (paragraph 3) ; “certain batements” (page
2, paragraph 1).

There is also some evidence of other language interference “c’était une nouvelle
vue pour moi” (page 1, paragraph 2); “mes amis sortaient dehors” (page 2,

paragraph 2).

Language resource

The candidate attempts to use detailed and complex structures, but it is not
always successful. For example, in paragraph 4 “j’explorait la ville et quelquefois
moi et mes amis sortaient dehor pour visiter certain batements abandonnés” and
in paragraph 6 “je pense que c’était un excellente expérience enrichissante et si
J’ai l'opportunité je le veux refaire”.

However, the poor use of verbs and numerous spelling errors detract significantly

from the overall impression and there is more incorrect than correct.
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Candidate 3

The candidate chose scenario 1.
The candidate was awarded 20 marks.

Content

The content is comprehensive, and all bullet points are addressed fully. The
candidate has also included some additional relevant information, which adds to
the overall impression of a well-structured and organised piece of writing.

Accuracy

The candidate uses detailed and complex language appropriate to the level. The
language used is mainly accurate throughout the essay with a comprehensive
range of verbs in a range of tenses. The candidate has a sound knowledge of
tenses and is able to use the present, perfect, imperfect and conditional tenses
effectively. For example, in paragraph 1, there is good use of the perfect tense in
the negative form “je n’ai jamais été a I'étranger” and in paragraph 3 “je n’ai
Jjamais fait de I'équitation”

The imperfect tense is used correctly in paragraph 3 — “ce que j’aimais le plus”;
“nous nageions dans le lac tous les jours” ; “je dirais que mon activité préféré
était I’ équitation”.

The present tense is used correctly in the last paragraph “je vais continuer a faire
de I'équitation”; “je fais de I'équitation au moins trois fois par semaine”; “je
voudrais avoir un cheval’.

Language resource

The candidate uses detailed and complex language throughout the essay and a
wide range of structures, for example “Grace a cette expérience” page 2
paragraph 2, “Bien sdr!” and “mes parents me disent non”...in the last
paragraph.

There are some errors in spelling and verb endings, including one serious error in
the last paragraph “j’apprendre a étre un surveillant de baignade”, but these
errors do not detract significantly from overall impression.

On the whole, the language flows well and despite the errors this is piece of
writing shows flair and depth.
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Candidate 4

The candidate chose scenario 1.
The candidate was awarded 16 marks.

Content
All bullet points are addressed fully, and the candidate does attempt to use
detailed and complex language.

Accuracy

The essay starts off well and the first four bullet points are mainly addressed
accurately despite the misspelling of “I'ocassion” in paragraph 1 “une endroit’ in
paragraph 2; “jouer le foot”; misspelling of “tourists” in paragraph 3, and “fout les
sites historiques” in paragraph 4, but these are not serious errors.

However, the language starts to deteriorate in the fifth bullet point with the use of
“/’ai apprendu’ on two occasions and the essay does not end particularly well
“J’ai trouvé ils étaient tres amusant” and “En plus ils sont bon pour ton santé”.

Language resource

The candidate uses a good range of verbs and structures correctly, including the
imperfect subjunctive in the first paragraph: “Bien que le voyage fit inconfortable,
je me suis amusé a lire mon roman”. The candidate also uses the negative ‘ne
...que’ correctly in paragraph 2: “ce n’était qu’ a dix minutes a pied” and the
conditional tense in paragraph 3 “je pourrais parler et pratiquer mon francais”.

On balance, despite the wrong use of the past participle in paragraph 5 and the
poor ending in paragraph 6, there is a sufficient range of verbs and tenses which
are generally accurate and consistent and the language flows well throughout the
essay. The candidate therefore is awarded 16 marks.
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Candidate 5

The candidate chose scenario 1.
The candidate was awarded 20 marks.

Content
All bullet points are addressed fully. The candidate uses mostly detailed and
complex language appropriate to the level and the language flows well.

Accuracy

The language is mainly accurate throughout with a comprehensive range of
verbs in a range of tenses (present, imperfect, perfect, future, and conditional).
There are some minor errors, for example “partiper’ and “circuit aventure” in
paragraph 1; “deux heures et demi’ in paragraph 2; “pleine de chose a faire” in
paragraph 3; “pendant notre temps libres” in paragraph 5 and “les nouveaux
activités sportives” in paragraph 6. However, these errors do not detract from the
overall performance.

Language resource

The language resource is excellent with many lovely phrases and structures. For
example, “Pendant le séjour j’ai eu 'occasion de ...” (paragraph 1); “Je devais
partager une chambre avec ma sceur et on a bien rigolé ensemble” (paragraph
2); “a mon avis c’est une ville qui bouge” (paragraph 3); “En revanche”
(paragraph 4).

The candidate has a confident grasp of the language and is able to manipulate
the language. For example, “ce que jai aimé le plus”; “je I'ai trouvé difficile”; “J’ai
réussi a en faire apres seulement deux cours” (paragraph 4); “Grace a cette
expérience” ; “je ferai de la planche a voile en Ecosse méme s'il faisait froid”
(paragraph 6).

On the whole the language flows well and despite a few minor errors in spelling
and adjective endings this is piece of writing that shows flair and depth.
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Candidate 6

The candidate chose scenario 1.
The candidate was awarded 8 marks.

Content

The candidate does attempt to address all the bullet points, but some bullet
points are addressed more fully than others. There is a sense of structure, but
there is limited use of detailed and complex language.

Accuracy

The language is inaccurate throughout the essay and after the first paragraph
control of the language deteriorates significantly with many serious errors, for
example*J’ai resté” in paragraph 2; “Ce que j’aimais de vacances aventure était
parlé avec mes amis”; “quelquefois le jeus était nul’ (paragraph 3); “J’ai visité
musée” “pour example” ; “j’ai aprendré travail d’équipe™ (paragraph 4); “Je bien y
returner dans l'avenir” (paragraph 5).

However, some verbs do hold up such as “j’ai eu”; “je suis allée” (paragraph 1);

“le camping était’ (paragraph 2).

”)

Language resource
The candidate attempts to use detailed and complex language and a range of

(¥

structures but is often unsuccessful. For example, in paragraph 1 “j’ai eu

”,

l'opportunité pour d’aller a Monaco”; “pour participer en a vacances aventure”,
paragraph 4 “j’ai aprendré travail d’équipe”; paragraph 5 “je bien y returner dans
l'avenir”.

Despite the errors, the writing is comprehensible throughout and therefore the
candidate is awarded 8.
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