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9.

Drug misuse by prison officers is a significant issue in prisons across the country. Using unstructured interviews
would be beneficial in the sense it would provide different perspectives on the topic and good qualitative data
but may be unreliable as it is difficult to know if peaple are telling the truth. On the other hand, surveys would
be beneficial as they would allow for both quantitative and qualitative data, depending on the type of survey,
but may struggle with low response rates, Additionally, official statistics may be helpful in looking at reliable
data on prison misuse by prison officers.

One reason why unstructured interviews would be more effective at researching drug misuse by prison officers
is that the interviewer could take the interview where they please depending on the way it is going.
Unstructured interviews allow for flexibility as there is not a set list of questions. Because of this, there could
be parts of the research that the interviewee brings up that was not previously thought of. You are also able to
delve into deep conversations, rich in detail to get as much valuable information about drug misuse by prison
officers as possible. Whereas, with surveys, the majority of the time the responses are one way and there is no
chance for further clarification or follow up questions depending on the response given, making it difficult for
researchers to access detailed information. For this reason, unstructured interviews would be more effective
for researching drug misuse by prison officers in this regard.

One reason why surveys would be less effective at researching drug misuse by prison officers is that many
surveys typically receive very low response rates. For example, the NHS Adult Inpatient Survey is conducted
annually across England. For the 2024 survey, 162,000 people were asked to respond and only 62,000 did
respond, making for a very poor response rate of 41%. Because of this, a smaller sample size would mean for
less reliable information on drug misuse by prison officers. Both unstructured interviews and surveys would
both be time consuming both because of the time it takes to interview someone and the time it takes to
receive responses back through the mail, for example. However, surveys would be cheaper to conduct and
they are capable of reaching a larger geographical area than unstructured interviews, allowing for opinions on
drug misuse by prisan officers in much more prisons. Qverall, due to very low response rates, unstructured
interviews would be more effective for researching drug misuse by prison officers.

Ethical considerations for both methods must also be taken into account. For unstructured interviews,
interviewees must provide their informed consent to be interviewed but also must know that they are able to
withdraw their information at any time if they change their mind. Their information must also be kept private
by the interviewer. All these points also apply for surveys with respondents’ online information privacy being
very important too.

Official statistics would be effective at gathering quantitative data on drug misuse by prison officers. This
would allow for trends and comparisons to be constructed and a strong opinion to be formed. However, there
would be no qualitative data or first-hand experience to go off which is key when researching drug misuse by
prison officers. However, there are no ethical considerations when it comes to official statistics. Despite this
though, official statistics would not be the most effective for this research.

In conclusion, unstructured interviews would be a more effective method than surveys for researching drug
misuse by prison officers to a large extent. Unstructured interviews allow for rich in detail discussions, follow-

up questions, previously unknown routes to go down despite being more expensive than surveys. Surveys on
the other hand have very low response rates, making for small, unreliable sample sizes, they are time
consuming. Despite some advantages of surveys, such as accessible geographical area, unstructured interviews
are a more effective method for this research.
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