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There is not one way to manage criminal behaviour. Non- custodial sentenses are not the
mast effective way in dealing with crime. However, custodial sentenses are not effective
either. A stong indicator of how benifual one program is compared to another is the
reoffending rates, as these are meant to indicate the effectiveness of rehabifitating
criminais in sociely. There is a range of way to stop or manage criminal behaviour such as
using preventative approaches purposeful activity alongside custodial sentenses such as
education, and non custodial sentenses such as electronic tagging and fines. Some
thearists such as Durkheim and Michelle alexander, would argue both for and against the
only way to deal with crime is costodial or non-costodial sentenses, however this is way to
simplistic and needs to acknowledge the benifits of both.

Custodial sentenses themseleves are failing to rehabilitate and reduce recidivism and
therefore are not working alone. The theorist Alexander suggested that mass incaceration
is failing at the core to do to the inability to recondition criminals into society and
fundimentally is a racist system that are oppress those who are not white upper middle
class people in scoiety. This can be seen in places such as Brazil with a recidivism rate of
85% which is significantly higher than Scotland at 28%. This can be drawn to the fact that
Brazil does mass incarceration to solve the problems of criminal behvaour instead of
additonal rehabiliation or purposeful activity. This clearly shows that costodial sentense are
inefective as Alexander suggested. Another reason Brazil could be failing to reduce
reoffending rates is due to the mass usage of short term sentenses (STS). In Scotland
short term sentenses have been made redundent, though they have not been completely
abolished as judges still use them, but they are less regarded as the have no effectiveness
in reducing reoffending rates. The UK can be compared to Brazil as if they had less STS
they may reduce recidivism rates, meaning that less custodial senteneses and the use of
other non-custodial sentnenes may be more effective. Alternatively theorists such as
Durkheim believed that costodial sentenses are effective as they do help some people stop
offening as people need to be tough on crime. This can be found in Ekwin James a famous
writer for the Gaurdian newspaper, He spent 20 years in prison then became a writer.
Although, he admits that if wasn't just for the prison but also for the rebabilitation programs
within the costodual sentense- therefore disproving Durkheim. Overall, it can be suggested
that costodual sentenses are only effectve when paired with other rehabiliation programs or
programs such as Purposeful activity which help get back into society, meaning costoduial
santenses are not the best way of dealint with crime either.

Aleng with custodial sentenesing there is purposeful activity and rehabilitation. This is
proven 1o be a effective way at reducing reoffending hut goes along with custodual
senteneses. This is methods such as education programs. Education is a big factor in
reducing reoffending in the Uk they did a study on prisonars finding that those with
education programs had a 32% chance of recidivism as for those without were around
48%. This is shown o be extremly effective at reducing recidisim in the UK. Although it was
shown that in 2017-18 there was 13% less people in prison with qualifactions and the
recividsm rate still went down. Qverall there is a need for purposeful activity. —

Non-custodial sentensas are effective at reducing reoffending and criminal behaviour.
Some non-custodial sentenses refer to electronic tagging and fining that are considered
soft on crim emethods. Also effective at reducing crowding in prison. Electroninc tagging is
extremely effective in reducing reoffending and is seen as afairly soft way to punish
offenders. In & lot of scandinavian countries there has been a complete abandoment of
STS instead they use electronic tagging to deture and stop criminal behaviour.
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This is better for the individual as they are kept in their community which is proven to
reduce recidivism more then costodual sentnesneing. In finalnd they have mass electronic
tagging instead of STS this has seen a 6% decrease in recidivism rate so it is proven to be
extremely effective and the UK should do the same. In the UK there has been a purposal to
incease electronic tagging by 10% as said in the Brexit manifesto, however this is not been
implimented yet but if it does go through the benifits of the UK will match Finland. The UK
is trying to copy the scandinavian modie of non-costodial sentenes as it has been shownto | —
be effective. Another form of non- custodial sentenese is fines and penalties. This is proven
to be less effective as they do not stop recless behaviour. An example of this is drunk
driving, individuals get there driving liscense suspended resulting in them unable to drive
for only around 12 months and then they are back on the road with aquick test done. This
signifing that fines are less effective because it doesnt stop psople from acting recklessly
on roads. This can indicate that Non-custodial sentenses such as Electronic tagging have
been shown to be exiremely effective at reducing reoffending but other method such as
suspending licenese are considerably less useful as it doesnt deture behaviour.

Non- costodial sentenese are effective in reducing reoffending rates however they dont
target the issue of crime at the start. Preventative methods such as such as Cure, VRU
and MVP work hand in hand to tackle crime but are considered realtiveely soft an crime.
Many theorists such as Grant found that preventative methods were more effective at
tacking gfobal crime issues. Cure is a program started in Chicago in 2000 which tackles
crime as a health problem. This was shown to reduce killings in Chicago by 32%. This was
also done {coping) in South africa which reduced the killings by a large 38% as they saw it
was helpful in chicago and also wanted to implimentet in areas with higher violent crime
rates. This Chicago method shows to be effective at reducting crime as a whole and when
implimented in Scotland as the VRU it was found to be effective at reducing knifecrime in
Glasgow. This is seen as a form of restoritive justic which theorist such as Jumb Jambi
found to be the most effective way to stop criminal behvaiour in South Africa. This changed
the lives of many in all the areas and was extremely effective in reducing crime as a whole
showin gthat the most effective way to deal with crime is by stopping crime altogether.
Overall crime went down as a whole in these areas due to prevenative appraoches which
is one method that manages crime before it even starts.

In conclution the best way to deture crime is to be soft on crime approaches stuch as
preventative, non-custodial and purposeful activity. Although Purpeseful activity cannot
nappen until offenders are in costodual senteneses AND FOR SOME PEOPle SUCH AS
Ewin James custodial senteneses were effective but this individual does not reflect the
whole population. Overall theorists such as Alexander and Jumba Jambi have the right
idea on the issues with incarceration and there should be a move towards alternative
non-custodial sentnesnes. Non custodial sentenes such as electronic tagging and license
taking has been effective in tackling crime and reducing overcrowding and lets people stay
in their communities frther reducing reoffending as seen In finland. The only way to reduce
criminal behaviour is to use Preventative approaches at the start, as seen in Chicago and
South africa as this deals with the crime before it has even begun. The move forward for
the UK should be towards a preventative health approach for crime and the use of
non-custodial methods such as tagging, and because prisons are always going to be
around they should aif use pruposeful activity.
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There is not one theory that identifies the cause of crime, there needs to be a combination
of causes that are Biological, enviomental and sociological factors. Many theorists argue
about the key cause of crime such as histoic criminologistsa such as Lombroso on genetics
and criminality and Durkheim on society and criminality, which were used to spring to other
theories of behaviour and crime such as Mertons strain theory, Bowlby attachment theory [
and Beckers labling theory and Cohen Subculiure theory. All these theories go hand in
hand to identify the frue nature of ¢riminal behaviour but there is a lot more understanding |—
of scoiological, evniomental causes and looking at social status and deprevation. To
understand the extent in which criminal behvaviour effects society there mucst be a
investigation on many societies such as Sweden, Switseland, USA and Finland and make
comparations with other countries such as the UK. Overall one theory or factor cannot
inditify the extent in which criminal behaiour happens.

There isnt a strong link between genetics and crime but there is some indication that is —
may be a underlying factor of a lot of criminal behaviour. Biological factors such refers to
genetrics and its relation to criminoloigy. Biological genetical factors are used as a skape |—
goat in society for perptrators of criminal behaviour and therefore should be regarded less
than the other factors. A theorists form the 17th ceniry Lombroso focuses on physical -
features and their impact on crime. He belived that criminals often look more "animalistic’
as this is a throwback to pristoric times before civilised humans,and therefore they act
more violent. This was very questionable science and pushed the lines of eugenics to
prove white superiority, but it led to futher research on genetics and their accountablility in
criminal behaviour. Leding to the founding of the Moao gene also known as the warrior B
gene ,even the name is catchy used as a skapegoat for criminals. It was hypothesised that
this gene made individuals more prone to antisocial behaviour, behavioural problems and }——
increased aggression. In a study done on 900 finnish prisonares they ivestigated which of
whom had the gene and found that their likelhood of reoffending went up 13 times. Finland |
after the study has blamed 5-10% of all its crime on genetics of criminals and since our
society in the UK is quite similar to those in Finland it can be hypothesises that its the same
persentage for criminality in the UK. However, having the gene and criminality is not
mutually exclussive. If you have the gene doesnt mean you are automatically a criminal, as
seen in the case of Bradly Waldroup. Waldroup was on trail for the murder of his wife, hw |
was about to get the dealth penaliy, and found to have the MOAQ gene. The scientists
envoleved theorized that due to Waldroup genetics and that his father was extremly ——]
abusive to him as a child made him 400% more likely to commit crime. This shows that just
the gene alone does not result in someone becoming a criminal it has to incluyde other S
sociological and envioemental factors such as abusive parententing. Overall the use of
genelics in understanding crime can be seen as usefu! but does not give the full picture of
why people commit crime and therefore there needs to be additonal factors to understand
criminal behaviour.

Enviomental cause of crime such is one of the factors that impacts criminal behaviour but,
as said before, is not the only factor that explains criminal behaviour. Enviomental factors [—‘
such as parental attachment as a child can effect the rates of criminality as hypothesies by
Boiwby. This means that depending on the adolecent development and the trauma which | |
occurs at a young age can impact the likelihood of committing crime as a adult. This was
studied in the UK on 1430 prisonares, they found that 54% of the individuals in prison
come from lone parent families compared to the general population at only 16%.
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This suggests that not only is parenting have a impact on criminality but the effects of you
development has a huge impact on crime as well. This is significnt for understanding the
extent in which criminal behaviour happens. Alternatively, in Switserland, which is similar to
the UK in society lifestyle, found that the divorce rate is over 50% but they have som eof
the lowest crime rates in the world. this disproves the fact that parenting is the only factor
impacting criminal behaviour but it does have a slight signifcants.

Another enwviomental factor that impacts criminal behavipour is poverty. It was found that
not only do individuals in deprived areas exerpence crime more then the average person
they also are more likely to be involeved in crime. This is seen in the study on Scotland that
had 21% of people in the most deprived areas in Scotland experince crime compared to
the 16% in the whole population. This is significant as it is a ciear link between crime and
poverty and similarly in Sweden they found that low income families are 2x more likely to
be involved in criminal behaviour. This beggs the question of why people are committing
crime so much in impoverish areas, which can be answered by the theorist Cohen and the
idea on subcultures. Basically these groups of people ban together to make subcultures
becuse they are regeting the normal society as it has rejected them. Meaning they create
there own laws and morals which may go against the status of he society resulting in more
criminality to protest the middle class. Poverty is a huge enviomental impact on crime but is
not the only factor that can impact crime,

Society is a vased encompsing term. It is hypothesies fo be the primary cause of criminal
behaviour but this is not factual ALTHOUGH there is some key points that have been made
by sociclogical theories that can factor in the true overall cause of criminal behaviour. The
theorsit Durkheim believed that 'society created its own criminals' this is a well known
phrase that has some signifcant conitation that society creates its own outcasts that do not
follow the social normalities and are therefore forced into crime. Society creats its laws due
to what is morally right at that moment, although what is considered moral today is not the
same as what was considered yesterday. An example of this activistes such as Nelson
Mandela and Ghandi whe were not well liked and consider outcasts by saciety and labled
criminals but then became well apprecated. Becker thought similare viewpoint to Durkheim
{ in this sense} as he belived that society labled people as devient resulting in them asking
in that way. This led to the theory of 'labling’ s the people in depreived areas are labled as
criminals or torublemakers which results them in acting as such creating this stigma that
forces people into crime. This is a theory that explain poverty and its relation to crime as
well but mostly soties moral obligation to oppress individuals. An alternative viewpoint to
Becker but also along the lines of Durkheim, the theorist Merton and the strain on society.
Merton though that because of the devide in social heigarchie between groups is so large
this results in individuals wanting & lifestyle that is diffrent from their own and this results in
people finding illegitimate ways to achieve these goals. This is seen in the USA as the
picture of the American Dream was broadcased globally, 1960s, encouraging people to
move ot the USA for equal opprutunities but when they found out that was unreachable
realisticly there was a spike in criminal behaviour, However, there is no explination of white
collar crimes or offenses that dont gain material goods from these theories. All these
thearies suggest that socological factors are benifitual to investigate while finding the frue
cause of criminal behaviour, but they all have enviomental impacts of poverty.
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in conclution, socital factors are theporized to be the most important factor of crime but |
do not think this is true because there are so many theorists which have alternative views.
There needs to be many factors such as biological, enviormental and sociolgical to
understand criminal behaviour. There is a wide range of theorists who belive that
sociological causes are the only cause such as Durheim, Becker and Merton but they fail to
identify the whole understanding of all crime not just materal crime or rebelious offenses.
There are enviomental reasons for criminal behaviour which are interlink with sociological
factors such as Poverty and parental attachment as indestigated in Switserland and
Sweden and their impacts on crime. Lastly, there are biological factors such as the MOAO
gene and Lombroso theories that genetics are the cause of crime, but this doesn't give a
full picture of people such as Bradley Waldoup who need sociological and enevroemtnal
factors alongside their genetics that effects crime. This suggests that the main factor of
crime is multifacited and needs intensive research on all factors to identify the true cause.
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Question 15

Online survays are the most effective way to investigate young offenders and the role of
social media more than focus groups. To investigate this usse there should be a look at the
cost, effectiveness and time usage of those methods with a alternative approach which is
just using offical statistics as a research method to investigate the issue.

Online survays are more effective than focus groups because the young offenders have a
easier access to a online survay than a focus group and this allows for quick responses
which may be easier for gathering a larger amount of data on youth offenders and the
partipants would have a prior knowledge of how to use the internet and social media as this
is a key factor in young peoples lives now. This can make survays easier and more ffective
at gettin gthe information of the youn goffendingers. However the information gathered
from the survay could be in less depth than for focus groups as they are often short and
easy to fill out to not confuse participant and to keep reponse rate high but the data could
be less in depth resulting in less valid data. The focus groups are particularly hard for
children to go to alone, expeccially young offenders as they would be on continual
survalence from parents, carers and officers making them less likely to turn up to a facus
group and they may feel extremly anxious about speaking about there explaineses with
socila media and their criminality and hard to access. Alternatively focus groups allow for
young offenders to make friends with other particpants with similare experinces to them
resuting in a increase of mental health which may improve the offenders livestyle
altogether. The focus group allows a lot of harm for the young people as there stores and
experences can be linked back to themeven if the data is ancnimouse, however for
survays the data is all quanifiable if there is both open and closed question which could
benift both the reseacher and realive the chiid from harm making it more valid as a reseach
methad. The data collected by the research could be skewed with survays as people could
lie and make up question for a laugh or a joke which witiresult in the data being invaiid.
Comparably Offical stats are less effective but is a mare ethically just way of messure
offenders as the data is already collected meaning there is no dealing with parents who are
worried about their childrens welibeing when partipating in the study so it makes the daa
collection easier and faster as the data is already easy to access online and even cheaper
then conducting a whole focus group as they are quite expenesive to find a area to do
them and to pay a researcher to investigate and transcribe and then analasy the data, this
is the same for survays they are more costly even though the program may be free to run
for ads on social media and other. The ethics of the survay are that they are reiatively hard
to control who has access to them on soecial media and this can result in people under the
age of 16 partipating without a adults consent, as said by the BPS all children under the
age of 16 should not partipate without parental consent, this could get the data flagged and
marked as invalid wasting money and time. As well as for focus group the researcher does
not know what is going to come up while chatting to the partipants so they may just result
in a lot of retrauatised young people. As a alternative to the to Offical statistics bring new
question sto old data, so the data is already avaible but this means that the data may not
exacly fit messuring youn goffenders on social media and may instead be measurin gsocial
media impact on offenders not nessisarly young ones meaning the hypothesis may not be |
able to be solved. Analsying young offenders using focus groups can be extremly time
consuming as there needs to be many and accessable ail over a area and at approprate ||
times between school and cerfews which may just be hard to manage to a full extent but
anlin esuvays can be done anywhere at anytime resultin gin more people willing to
partipate. The data collected from survays is more recnt and upto date then offical stats.
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in conclution young offenders need to be survayed online on their usage of social media as
this is the most effective as they are normal phone users, they are are tim eeffective as a ]
researcher doesnt have to continually overlook them like in focus groups and it is not that
cost effective compared to offical statistics but the data collected is more recent and valid.
Therefore,overall survays online are the bets way to conduct data on youth offenders and T
sociolmedia.

—
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QUESTION 16

Souce B is considered extremly turstworther due fo the Author, Methodology,figures and
Dates. However, there is a few significant invalidities of the source resulting in the the
source being slightly questionable in its relability aroun dthe authors and figures. Although
there are mishaps the data overall can be considered trustowrthy.

Author

The source has come from the Scottish Goverment which is a trustworthy online source
that gives up to date figures on Scotland as a whole and make the source more relaible.
However, The gov has its own biases that may include3 makin gthe data look like domestic
abse is less of a problem or loook like they are tacklin gth eproblem more, this decreases
the relablility of the source. This particularly looking at Justice and Safety on domestic
abuse there is refrense to a well known Justic secritary Yousaf and even includes a quote
from him on the effects of domestic abuse this makes it more reliable. There is also the
writer of the source "Di Rollo” whos credentals can be checked easily online increasin gthe
validity. Overall this is a extremely relaible source in authors and names as they are listed
and quoted when refering to them.

Dates

There is a lot of consitent dates in the source making the data more valid and trustworthy.
This was a very recent as it was reported in 2020 which is just two years ago and gives a
insite into the impacts of domestic abuse before Covid and if there is another report in 2021
it would quick to find out the impacis of thepandemic on domestic abuse. The data aiso
have table 3 which gives accurate data on each year from 2010-19 on domestic abuse
which is very relaible as it does not skip years or have inconsitances in data overall makin
gthe source more trustowrthy. There is a accurate data collection that gives a insite into thep
source in 2020 but may be harder to compare after the impacts of covid and isolation times
which may increase domstic abuse by a lot so it is slightly invalid. All the data in the
passage and in the table is consistantly about the last year 2018-19 making it more refable
as itis all showing the same data.

Figure

The figure is one of the main inconsitancies which extremly effects the trustoworthiness of
the source. There is no figure 1 or 2 and just a table 3. This is impling it is only a sample of
the whole source making it less relaible and reduces the trustworthiness of the source. The
source table does not have any heading or titles in the area confusing readers on what is
bein gobserved in the tables. There is a general understanding that they are names but
many readars may not know what they are for decreasin the validitiy of the source. There is
a lack of totals in the tables makin git hard to cross examine with other data in the source
such as '60,641 incidents of domestic abuse' this reduces the validity and trustworhtness of
the source.
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Methodology

There was the use of offical statitets from number of CITED sources which makes the
soucr valitity and trustworthy. There s website links sited under the backgroun dsectron
whihc gives a wide understanding that the data is not made up that makes the source
more relable. The offical statistics data is gathered from a wide range of sources meanin
gthere could be contradicting information such as the rise from 41% in 2018-19 as seen in
the table there was not a rise at this time, this extremiy damages the trustworthness of the
source because it is just so inconsitant but te two souces listed can be tracked.Offical
statitics themesleves are helpful in anaisy data at this time from all sources making it more
turstworhty. The data itself crom efrom very relaible sources such as a .gov.

Conclution, overall with all the inconsitancies in the data around the table and figures
mostly there are more benifits and trusts in the source than invalitites over the lack of table
1 and 2. The source can be seen as trustworthie due to the authors reliablitie and name
being avaible and the use of famous justic secretary to improve the trustworthiness of the
souce and due to the relablitiy with the dat abeing availible to cross examine and be
checked out because there is a avaible weblink. The use of numberious offical statistics
gives a good understanding of the methodology of the siorce and the ciies used are reable
from well known sources making it more trustworthly. Overall the data can be considered
as trustworthy to a wide exent as it shows significnt reliablities around Author, Dates,
Figures.
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