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|2. Socialism is a poltical ideclogy whose existerce was made prominent in the 1800s by
Marx and Engels, when they wrote the Communist Manifesto, having observed what was
happening at the fime cf the Industrial Revolution, with the explotation of workers in factories |
for the purpose of profit within a capitalist system. At the heart of socialist ideclogy is |
collectivism, meaning that people are inherently good and will ook afier one another, creating |
a society that works for the benefit of everycne, rather than a society that benefits the
\Individual. Socialism advocates a strong welfare system and the idea that the rich should ;
|make a strong financial contribution to the State in order to give the less orivileged
opportunities to lead the most fulfilling lives they can. Therefore Socialism advocates equalm.r
of opportunity and this can only be achieved by closing income gaps and achieving greater
‘aconomic equality. Paiitlcal systems refor to the way that societies are run by governments
and so this essay will aim to prove that Socialism nas in fact little relevance in modern
{\political systems.

In the UK, we are currently governed by a conservative government. While it can be argued
that ideclogy hasn't gol as much relavance in the UK as it used, there are still very prominent
characteristics of conservative ideclogy that have been and are put in pra-:tie:ae With '

| reference to conservatism, at the heart of il Is the idea of ‘ndividualism, meaning that people

|are self-seeking and solely responsible for their success or failure in life, whether they lead
happy lives or nol, since individualism does not favour government intervention to help those |
who are disadvantaged. |t therefore favours a system based on meritocracy, which means |

that if people work as hard as they can, they will get awarded accordingly to their efforts, 1

whereas If people for example are living in poverty or are not living fulfilling lives, then it's
solely the individual's fault, Since 2010 in the UK, there has been Conservative Party '

linfluence and that's been evident through the policies that they have put through and the W

|outcome of these policies. In other words, the very fact that a party with somewhat leftist
‘policies hasn't been in power ir Westminster for 7 years in the UK shows now litte relevance |

I Et::mahsrn has on modern day political systems. Very recently in May 2017, Theresa May

lannounced further cuts to disability benshis, which shows consarvative ideclogy being put

|into practice. Further avidence of a lack of sacialst Influence is the fact that funding for the

MHS in England is at an all time low, and this fits with the idea of individualism, that it's not
the government's responsibility to ensure that health care accessible to everyone. However, it
can be argued that in Scotland, sacialist ideslogy is more prominent, with the NHS being the

\best parforming in Scotland due te increased funding and the fact that tuition fees have been

| |\abolished in Scotland. Free education and accessible haalth cara for eve ryona is a key
raspect of socialist ideology, and it's clear that this Socialism has great relevance in Scotland's |
political system.

IESirﬁIIE:rI';.a to the UK, in the USA it car be argued that Socialism is even less relevant and this
can be proved by the very fact that Healthcare has never been and stil isn't free at the
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|point of delivery, as itis in the UK. It ca be argued that when Obama introduced the
‘Affordable Care Act in 2010, he clearly tried to introduce more socialist policies and the
Affordable Care Act has in fairness resulted in a record number of peaple being insured and
thus & record number of people having access to preventive care, such as vaccinations and
cancer screenings. The very fact that the Act had succeeded in insuring a record number of
people shows that socialism began to have some relelvance in US politics but now Trump
I-airns lo scrap it, though as of yet he has faced strong opposition but now he has cleared the
‘way by gaining enough votes to repeal Obamacare, and replace with something that would
involve lower taxes for the general public. Low taxes are a key feature of conservative
ideclogy, so it's evident that socialism will continue to have little relevence in US politics.

Whila it's evident that in both the USA and the UK, Socialism has no relevance, it can be
argued that socialism would have much more relevance in the UK if Jeremy Corbyn won the
12017 General Election. In Labour's 2017 Mainfesto, Corbyn pledged to re-nationalise the
raitways, Royal Mail, and partly electricity. Nationalisation of public services/indusiries is a |
key aspect of socialist ideclogy. This is because socialism alms to guarantee the "full fruils of |
the industry” as it was stated in the (now) scrapped Clause IV of the Labour Manifesto which
was present since the begginings of the Labour Party. Socialism argues that Mationalisation
ensures thal services are owned by the government in order to work In favour of the people. |
When those get privatised, they get sold off 1o private companies and so reduce the service's
that each public service provides to the ones that have proved lo be most profitable. For
example, it's more likely for a train from a privatised rail com pany fo breakdown since the i
| private companies tried to save maney and spend as little as possible on its manutacturi ng,
even though this may be dangerous, but the point of privatisation is that it is profitabla, At the
heart of socialist ideology is that these services function for the purpose of satisfying the
general public rather than profit, so if Corbyn was to win the election, we could see a relurn to
|Socialism becoming more ralevant in our political sytem. Furthermore, Corbyn pladged to
scrap tuition fees which could be a milestone for UK politics, since tuition fees have baen :
introduced in 1999 by Tony Blair, who was then the leader of the Labour Party, ironically !
‘enough. '
|

\While in the UK there is the prospect of some form of socialism beecoming relevant if Corbyn |
were to win the general election, there is no prospect of Socialism becoming more relevant in |
‘Romania, for example. While in theory all access to health care is free, many doctors refuse |
to offer their services unless they are paid. in other words, the healthcare system is incredibly
corrupl. The reason for this is that doctor's pay is significantly lower than it is in tha UK for
/example; The minimum wage in Romania is about a tenth of what it is in the UK.
Furthermore, private healthcare is by miles much safer and better quality than public
healthcare is, although both require some cash paymant, except private healthcare is much ‘j
morg expensive. This simply shows how irrelevant socialism is In Romania's political system, |
and by far a lot more irelevant than it is in the UK. The main difference is, si that in the UK "
there is the prospect of Socialism becoming much more relavant whereas in Romania, there
\is absolutely no prospect of that, .

IIt can be argued that the reason why socialism is so irrelevant in modern political systems is ‘
because the general public are no longer interested in sccialist and collectivist policies being
lpursued, arguably with the emergence of a middle class since the 1970s. Accord ing to the
Geert Hoffstaede scale that measures how individualistic a country is by taking into
consideration public opinions, the UK is currently the third most individualistic cou ntry in the
iwnﬂd, behind Australia and the United States respectively, I'
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|[TI15 clearly shows that there is a real tack of public wil to contribute financially lo public services such as the NHS
and to generally financally conibute for the benefit of saciaty as a whale, Intereslingly, around 97% af the British
(|public believe that the NHS should be free at the point of defivary, however Increased spending for its funding is a
an all tirme low and 50 s public suppar fof increased spending. This shows that while people may appreciae
|healthcare in the UK being cumently frae at the point of delivery, there is no desire for a financial contribution an their
behalf and so it can be argued that If the British public are lacking the will to spend mare monay on maintaining a
free MHS, then they are most likaly to vote for partias that will sither lower taxes ar keep them the same for the .
benefit of the indlvidual, rather than saclety as a whole. There is also pretty much o prospect of Labour winning this |
upcoming general election as the general public is nol interested in sodialist politics and this is avidant with palls
putling Theresa May ahead of Jeremy Corbyn. Finally, Corbyn stated that the abolition of itien fees in England
wiould result in £43 billion being collected In tax revenue, and as it s evidant by the individualistic nature of the
|| English public, there |3 very litls chance that people would vote for that

It can be argued that the case is quite the oppasite in Scotland, with a stronger will for Saclalism being ralavant in LK
poiitics since paople are more wiling to spend money to invest in public services, a clear example being the fact that
the WHS is best performing in Scotland out of the sntire UK. The Scattish National Party heve been In power for 10 |
years now and their popularily seems to grow and be maintained ao this in ilseil shows that the Seeltish public’s will |
for Socialism being relevant In a political system is significantly more stronger than it is in England. While the SNP |
are not exaclly a socialist pary themsehves, they have put forward and maintained sccialis! policies,

| To conclude, Socialism does have little relevance In modern palitical systems, particularly in England and mora soin |
the United States, however it has mora relevance In Scobland, Since the Conservatives have baen In poviar, their
sale am is (o reduce government debt by impasing austerity cuts, which involves culs fo services such as the HHS,
(|t to benefits necessary for people to get by, and reducing funding in the infrastructures of schools, Ex-PM's =
||{David Cameren) cuts hit the poorest the hardest, particularly those living in the North of England, and with Theresa |
||May reducing disability benefits and reducing child benefits to the govemnment giving fnancial help 1o parents wha |
‘only have wo children. The very fact that paogle valed for this and will seem o do so at the nast general election, |||
shows that neither governments nor the public themselves wish far Sooialism o have mare relevances in Biritain's
|potitical system.
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3. A cedified inslilution refers to the branches of a political system (the executive, the legialative and Ihe judiciary) making
laws, blocking laws or blocking actions that are sasn to intarfare with 1he enirenched constiution, An entranched constiution
conlains artickes that are very hard to amend and so any action that one of the branchas makes it has {0 comply with the
articles. In the LK, there |5 an uncodifiad insitution which means thal since there is parlismantary soversignly, meanicg fhal
e legislalive branch is the superior bocy in the U, il cam overlurn any actions 1aken by the UK Suprerme Gourd or the
Execulive, and the legiskative branch can algs repeal, amend or introduce new Arcls much more aasily than it can in the
States, where the conslitulion i sntrenched. In the LISA, there i the Bil of Rights which is incorporated within the US
constiution, which oullines cfizens' rights whereas in the UK there is the Human Rights Acl that essentially had 1o be
implemented by EL law but now i/ can be completely serapped since the UK chose to laave e European Union. This ossay
will aim to argue that perhaps 8 codifled instilulians may not ba prefarable to an uncodified institulion, by looking at executive
branch and legislature aclions, a5 well as Judicial branch actions taken in the UK and tha LS4

In the: LISA, in order b0 amend the codified coralilution, were needs 1o be a 273 majority vole in both housss, 1 can be |
jarguesd that in some waye, a cocified ingtiutien is nel proferable to en uncodified one; One sghl of cllizens in the USA is the

| raght 1o bear arms, and despile Racsck Obama during hie presidency having 2 Demacratic majarity in both housas, he
Blruggles I Intraduce much strictsr gun control laws aleca this ndefered with the codified institution, and a0 the Supremse
Courl was able to sirike down his execulive bills casily, because bearing guns is 8 & LS cilizen's right, Two of his exacutive
laws failed to become leglslation, ane which involved peopla on the Federal Terror Wialchiisl io be denied tha right 1o & gun, |
which failad to go through by aboul 10 vobes in Congress, and e second one he inlroduced was a0 amended veraion af He
otginal, which also faled b becoma leglsiation. i gan be argued thal many congressman and women who woled againsd
thase gun conbrol measures simply comglied wilh the codified institution, knowing that if the bill gl through Congrass, it
would slill gat etruck down By 1he Supreme Courl during the bdls final slages. Obama alsa tied to prevend millions of ilegs
Immigrants gelting deperied during somatima in 2013 but thelr place in tha Statas could not be secured as i interered wilh
ane &f the aricles within the codified institulion and 5o fhe Supreme Cowd prevented Obama fram laking such action. This
ENOWE just how influential the eadificd institilion is on dacislons made by balh (e Supreme Court and Congress and
perhaps In this case, it is not preferable 1o an uncodifled Inslitulice, especally whan i comes 1o stricter gun lews, ghen e
US's repulation for fraquent maea shootings and gun-relsled deaths. [t can be argued that pedeps » ooxdifingd instifulion is
{Ioo powerful, givan that Otema had democradic majorilies in both houses and his gun progosals should havae at least (I
[reached Ihe Suprems Cour stage, but arguably there was apathy ameng tha congrassman and waoman, and so fhey slruek |
his proposals down, just because they knew e Bills wauld not go past the Supreme Court.

In the UK, depanding an one's view on this particular isave, It cen be angued thal a codified inetitution may be maore
prefarable, Dwring the time David Cameron was prime ministor, the sxscutive had to comply with & LK Suprerms Courl
decision that meant thal 24,000 sex offemdes ware not indefinitly kept on the sex ofender regisder, therofare not baing |
labelled lor lile’. A codified institulion may mean thet such & decision could not have been taken by the Supreme Courtas it |
Wl harer had o comply with the codified instilulien, and 5o the outcoma of this would heve been in the executive’s Tavaur |
and the general public's who suppoded the sxacutive's view on this. in the US, il can be argued that a codified institution ia ||
not preferaie on cerain iS5ues such s gun condrol, wheraas in Ihe LK, depending on one’s view il can be argued eithar
way, dapanding on the general public's view on ke issue. It can be argued that & codified institulion e pretesable on (his
particular case from the execulive's point of view since such 8 declsion may not have been taken by the LK Suprame Court
ag it would have been uncoastiutional. |

In the LISA, it can be argued thal a codilied institution is prefarablie from perbaps the general public's point of view. This i
jpecauze many people in both the LK and the USA did not agres with the US executive’s bill to ban peogle from eight Muslim
{uountries from entering the US alogeither and So despile Prasident Donald Trump having & Fepubican majorily in bedh
[houwses, the bill was deermesd uneostitutional becausa it interferred with the enlrenched constiluition. In this caza. it can easily
B argued that a codified constitvtion is preferable o an uncestified one sinca it kockad the President's blll 1o tan thei
immigration 1o the States on completely raclst grounds. n olhar wards, the codified Institutien ensured hat people's dghis to
enter the country is not denied and since immégrants make up a significant chunk of the emplouyees and amployers in the
UK, perhaps the codified instilvtion wiimately did the US economy a favour, 50 in thet sense & codified Instiltion is
praferable to an uncsdfed o, |

{[Irv e LK wihere the constitution is uncedified, it can be argued that & codified institution is praferable, since many people
and polithcians themsatves In tho UK ware angered after the EU referendurm vale, thal @ padiamantary vole was necassary
bofore the Governmant was able 1o trigger Aricle 50. A codified institution would mean that there Parliamentany Sovereigniy
wiould no kxnger exist, and S0 maybs peops would have preferred thal a codified instiution should state ihat referandums ane
ezl rmieresdy just advisory, and that the Farliament wauld have o comply with the deciaion taken by fe public withou! &
|parfiamentary wole. However, | can be argued thal in this case a codified instiution s neither prafarable or preferable, snca
the Parliamenlary vole iurned out in {Evour of tiogering Article 50 anyway. In the LS howaves, many would argue that in that ||
 paricular case, a codified instiution proved 1o be a greal check on the power of the President, many which would consider it ||
b0 be highly unethical if the ban was kept in place. The ban Ibeell was an sxecutive order which would bypass Congress but
the codified inslitulion gave the Supreme Court the power to strike it down, COverall, it can be argued 1hat a codified inatitution |
in both cases s preferable depeding on the majority’s view on the decision of an issue thal had bean taken by the srecutia
or judicial branch, whather this decision was affecled by a cocdified instilulion ar nod. |
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It can be argued that an uncodified institution is more preferable than a codified
||nstrtut|cm since the Government can introduce collectivist intitiatives or deliver on
It:t:ulle::tlvlst pledges that benefit the whole of society. Since the UK Supreme Court is
Ithe highest tier in the UK judiciary, naturally this means that there is also an uncodified |
constitution in Scotland. Two main things that affect whether a piece of legislation is
scrapped or goes through is the size of the executive (whether the executive is a
|majority government, minarity government or coalition government) and how opposed
the parliament is lo the executive’s piece of legislation. One reason why an uncodified |
institution is preferable was when Conservatives during the 2010 coalition with the
Liberal Democrats put forward a bill to start repealing the Human Rights Act but the hill
turned out to be unpopular and so the parliamentary vote hlocked the Conservative's
lplan to start repealing the Human Rights Act then. In theory, MPs are supposed to
|represent the views of their constituents in Pariament through parliamentary voles and | .
50 it can be argued that the uncodified institution allowed for this to be the case. It can |
be argued that in this case an uncodified institution is preferable to a codified one since
it allowed MPs to represent their constitutents’ views on the bill at the time. Similarly to
the UK, it was the case in Scotland when the now repealed Offensive Behaviour and
Threatening Communicalions at Football Act was repealed by a parliamentary vole in |
|ED‘1E since the SNP are currently a minority government and so the uncodified
constitution allowed the legislative branch (parliament) to repeal the bill. It can be
|argued that many MSPs simply reprsented the views of their constitutents: There had
:baan many protests from Molherwell, Rangers and Celtic fans regarding the Act. It can
be argued that to those people and many MSPs who shared their view, an uncodified
constitution is preferable since it allowed for an Act to be repealed that was highly
unpopular.

T concluds, a codified institution is not preferable to an uncodified one since an
|\uncodified one has allowed for many members of the general public to be represented |
by their MPs since their able to easily strike down legislation that wasn't popular. '
However, a US codified institution has its significant advantages since it prevented
| President Donald Trump from taking action that could be considered by many as highly|
iunethic;al and also a sign that he may abuse so his presidential powers and so in thal 5
sense, a codified constitution is preferable because it helped prevent the executive
from abusing powers in a way that an uncodified institution may not have been able to |
allow for such a thing. It can be argued in many ways that both an uncodified or
icodified institution are neither preferable or preferable; For example, many people
‘were upset by the fact that the codified institulion prevented Obama from taking aciton
for more gun control while others were happy that he was not able to do such a thing,
| as they consider their right to bear arms to be a very precious aspect of being an
' American citizen. This is the same in the UK, an uncodified constituion may not be |
\preferable to a lot of people on a specific issue, whereas on other issues, it may be
\preferable. For example, Obama couldn't get exactly what he wanted |mt|all1.r from the |
pﬂ-ﬁﬂrdabla Care Act since it would have taxed people too much and that would have |
|Interferrﬁd with a codified institution, whereas in the UK, access to healthcare is free ||
\under the NHS, and so the Government was able to set tax rates at a high enough |
|level to ensure that the NHS is still free at the point of delivery. So from many people's |
prespective, an uncodified canstitution is better than a codified one.
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!4. Covert observation is a research method which involves a researcher going undercover to |
analyse and experience the lives of a group of people they wish to study, such as a gang or
perhaps a group of politicians and life where corruption is prevalent in a particualr couniry.

| Covert observation's major advantage is that it allows a researcher to get first hand |
|experience of a situation/as it allows for very in-depth conclusions to be made about the life
style the people are studying are leading. However, a covert researcher requires years of
training and experience before they can camry out their investigations since the reason for
their presence is not known by the people they are studying and so they must learm how to
|control their body language and be aware of it too so that they don't give away their reason
\[for their involvement with that specific group. Covert observation autematically raises ethical
issues (since it means that the participants cannot give any form of consent whatsoever an
being observed and their behaviour beign a taken note of and results published without their
cansent), atherwise it defeats the purpose of the research, which is that the participants are
explored in their 'natural surroundings’, behaving normally. This is ancther disadvantage of
‘covert observation since the researcher has to be very subtle when taking notes, otherwise
the participants may become uncomfortable and fail to behave normally/naturally, which can
then invalidate the researcher’s results. Overt observationists have to devise a method of
‘taking notes that is codified in a way that it makes sense to them so that it's subtle and they
also have to learn to retain information as it may not be appropriate at all for them to be seen ||
scribbling by the other participants. This can make the participants start behaving unnaturally |
and is known as the Hawthorne Effect, which means that people stop acting naturally when
they feel that there is something unusual or not right about the presence of the person who
happens to be the researcher. An example of the Hawthorne Effect was in William Whytes'
sludy (Street Corner Society) from a few decades ago when the leader of the gang told
Whyte that 'before | used to do things by instinct, but now | have to think, ‘what would Whyte |
want to know about it? Another disadvantage is the ethical issues centred around illegal i
\actions that the researcher may witness, but for the purpose of social science research, they |
\would refuse to report it because it would disrupt the 'natural ways' of the participants and '
thus invalidating their research. An example of this was in the study 'A View From The Boys'
when the researcher was receiving stolen goods. This fo course puts the researcher and
their instiution in a very bad light and could damage their reputation.

| A few years ago, the BRC did a documentary on ordinary russians' love for President Putin.
The guy from the BBC was an overt obsarvationist but to others he was just a person who
was interviewing individuals about their opinions on Putin, and how people proudly presented
him with their own personal shrines dedicated to President Putin,

The nature of covert observation means that a researcher may be limited by their physical
characteristics to gain access to a group, without explaining the reason why they are there._ In||
this sense, covert observation is very limiting because a researcher may not be able to study ||
‘the group of people that was most relevant to their research purposes and so ultimately, a
|researcher may not get the most fruitful results possible. There can also be hierarchies within | |
Eln institution, particularly if the researcher is observing people in a professional environment
{in order to investigate corruption), and so they would never be able to gain access to
rooms/meetings that could make their research and analysis really fruitful. An advantage
however of covert observation is that they are not participating and so there is no danger of |
'going native'. This means that a researcher could become so involved with paricipation in a
particular group, that they lose the focus of the research or fail to make objective analysis on
the situation or may even get distracted from taking key notes that would help explain
|behaviours,
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\|In covert observation, it may be possible to record discussions/scerarios if done very subtly,
which means that a researcher will have access to accurate information and gquotes from the
participants to provide for 8 more enhanced analysis. However, this raises a lot of ethical

|Issues around consent and a lack of voluntariness, meaning that people did not give their

|permission to either be recorded or observed in the Frst place, and any ethical issues in
social science research can easily damage researcher's and institution's reputations easily;

Ethical issues around this are frowned upon by people. The only ethical issue that is not

{involved in Participant Observation is that pecple are not bribed with anything or forced to

disclose something since the whole point of participant observation is to ohserve people in

i their natural habilats and behaving as they narmally would. |
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5. It can be argued that source A is nol trustworthy since it says that the source is adapted, which means that itean | -
|-J:u: blased in order to ault the author's view, making the source unrelisble, However, the background of the author is ||
(Igiven and since his backgrourd is in the field that the articdle was written aboul makes he scurce mere refiabile. '
!.Th-‘:r& are no details however listed of how to contact the authar with any quaries about any of the Information so
maybe this was cone on purpose if some of the information is not accurate on purpose. The background of DataDial |
Is givan which makes the source more reliable but since the team is so smai { of 15 people) it makes the saurce less |
reliabla since between 15 people there is little opportunity for cross ehecking information and the work thal they
produce. The fact that they've worked with & wide range of sactors makes lhem more credible, because it shows that |
Iy have experience and are versatile in the ways that they promote sites for clients. The fact that Mall is one of the
maost influential SEDs in the UK means that he is well-respected and known for his quality work and so it makes this
| source more relable and likely to be truslowaorthy. The fact that he has a larce Twitter Toliowing shaws that he is
well-known and respected, meaning taha! his work more often than nat is of very high quality, aning that ifs
trustworihy.

I
|Hawever, the lact that DataDial is a ‘net’ website and nol a government website can mean (hat the information used |
is less llkely 1o be valid, making the source untrustworthy. One thing that doss make he data reliable however Is the |
fact thal the sourca is clear, since it is coded in such a manner to rapresani th pattems/colouss of the various partles
‘and are clearly headiined showing which parties reached the highest number of people on the different soca! media
platforms. The fact that graphs are also given exact numbers makes the source more refiable. Howaver, the source
may be totally not valid since il doasn't state the sample number, and for any research lo be valid, a sample of 1000 |
people must be used al least Also the fact that there is no numerk: identification for the amount of pecple that UKIP
reachad further emphasises that the data may not be valid, since the other parties that are listed il have & rumerical I
value of people they've reached via social platiorms. An advantage however of the source which makes it
(trustworthy is the layout iiself which is simpla and diear, showing thal tha researcher may not have any intentions to |
\ba economical wiht hte truth ataut thelr research or be biased, which can make the source more trustworthy. Also
the fact that the author explaina whal the Klout score is which makes the data clearer and therefar maore refiable.
There Is howover no mention whatsoever over haw this research was carried and out and when il was carried o,
and hew soan thess findings were published after the research was finished. This can make e source both
|unreliable and not valid. Furthermors, when they expiained the Klout score, there Is no dear definilion of what they
| mean by people respanding lo something being shared on sodal media, and peoplo raspand in various ways

depending on the secial media platiorm. The fact that they didn't explain waht lhay meani by public response on
\|sccial media makes the saurce mast lkely Io ba not very valid and not very trustworthy either,
|
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