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“There is justification for Human Rights to be
removed from individuals to protect against Terror
activities,” Discuss.
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Introduction

In the UK we are entitled to our Civil Liberties and Human Rights that provide us with a basic form of
protection from governing bodies, Civil Liberties are specific to a particular eountry and were
created by the Government. We have long had Civil Liberties in Britain as they were first introduced
by the signing of the Magna Carter in 1215 to restrict the Government fram becoming too powerful.
Human Rights offer the same safe guard as Civil Liberties but these are universal. In 1598, the UK
became the first country to sign the European Convention of Human Rights and legally adopted its
laws with the intreduction of the Human Rights act in 2000. Civil Liberties and Human Rights are
fiwed into UK law so they must be adhered to and any breaches are dealt with by the Supreme Court
and then the European Court of Human Rights if justice is still not believed to have been achieved.
They have historically existed in Britain and continue to be held In high regard in society today.
Maintaining all Human Rights and Civil Liberties however proves difficult with the growing terrorist
threat, as Theresa May, the home secretary believes “The threat we face right now is perhaps

greater than it ever has been —we must have the powers we need to defend ourselyes,”

Having the powers we need to protect ourselves however comes at the cast of restricting Human
Rights. Many feel it justified for, terror suspects to have their right to privacy stripped and their
freedom limited, however the proposed and current counter terrorism legislation also limits the
Hurnan Rights of innocent people. This has caused controversial debate as to whether we should

sacrifice our privacy in order to protect the security of society,

This dissertation will discuss the hypothesis “There is justification for Human Rights to be removed
from individuals to protect against Terror activities” and evaluate to what extent this is true by

taking into account the following:

329
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im 1 —To fin t the im 2 of Human Rights In ]

This aim will highlight how important our Human Rights are in soclety and determine if they are

NECEISAry.
m 2 —To fin 1 1f Govern counter terrorism actions hinders Hum Ights.

This section will analyse if the work the Government is doing to protect us from terrarism is
hindering our Human Rights. This section will also determine if the Gevernm ent think they should be

allowed to do mare to protect our society against the war on terror.

Aim 3 =To find out if sm legislation has h impact on | of Racism

slamophobia.

This section will discuss if anti-terrorist legislation has increased Racizsm and Isla maphobia in the UK

by looking at the number of hate erimes and the use of stop and search by the police,

E
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Aim 1 - To find out the importance of Human Rights in soclety.

Human Rights are the basis of the British legal system as they work to uphold the rule of law, The
rufe of law was founded by AC Dicey on three main principles; no one can be punished without
breaking any laws, no cne is above the law and everyone is equal in the eyes of the law. These
principles guarantee a basic form of protection for all citizens and so it is evident how Human Rights

ara highlighted in the legal system.

The UK legal system can be easily altered by politicians as Britain has an umwritten constitution, this
means [aws are documented in many different bills and acts which can be over written and updated
to suit a changing society. The Human Rights Act 1998 s in place to restrict the power the
government has at implementing new bills and ensures fair treatment for all. With the UK
Government signing the European Convention of Human Rights In 1998 the UK became legally
cbligated to take the rulings of the European Court of Human Rights into consideration in their own
Supreme Courts and uphold the values of the convention. This means that Government legislation
must abide by the guidelines set by the European Convention of Human Rights and failure to do so
can lead to the Government being held accountable by the European Court in Strasburg. Since 1959
the UK has been heid accountable for 526 violations of Human Rights" and so without Human Rights
the Government would have been allowed to carry out these unlawful acts. This emphasises the
importance of Human Rights in society as the government is held to account by & higher body so the

people are protected.

The higher governing body that is the European Court of Human Rights works to maintain fair
treatment for all by upholding Human Right Legislation. In February 2016 they were 67000 pending
applications” of cases to be heard in the European Court of Human Rights this shows that people

walue their Rights as so many are making an effort to ensure their Rights are protected, An appeal

"http JSlwnerw achr.cog, int/Docurments,/Stats_vislation 1559 701 5 _ENG. pdf

’ http:f e me hr.coa.int/Docunments, Stats _pending 2016 BIL,pdf
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from Germany goal keeper Oliver Kahn to the European Court of Human Rights saw his children
regain their right to privacy after magazines published images of them.? The Eurcpean Court of
Human Rights stopped publication under article 2 of the Convention and ordered the magazines o
pay fines. This shows how Human Rights are successfully maintained by the European Court of
Human Rights as they have the authority to impose penalties. Itis not only the wealthy and famous
that get their Human Rights protected as Human Rights ensure everyone is universally protected.
Iean Charles de Menezes’s family took their case to the European Court in 2015 in attempt to get
the justice they thought they deserved after Jean Charles was shot dead in London by the
Metropolitan Police In 2005." They appealed under article 8 for the right to life after the decision by
the IPCC had been made that no one would be prosecuted for his death. The decision however was
not reversed by the European Court of Human Rights but it was still important that it was reviewed
50 the correct decision was made. The different levels of courts regrading Human Rights proves that
they are important to society as many safe guards are in place to keep them maintained for

EVETyone,

Upon interviewing Elaine Murray and Graeme Pearson they shared the opinion that people lack
knowledge about their Human Rights. As they exist universally the majority of people do not take a
specific interest in Human Rights and instead just accept that they are there, This theory was backed
up by my online survey where | found that 54% of people felt they were not confident with what
their Human Rights entitled them to.” Graeme Pearson also shared that he believes people only

make an effert to learn about Human Rights when they believe they have been a miscarrlage of

E: . PR 3 N "
” hittpfwww humanrightseurope org/ 201 6/03/Eerrmany-r ght-to-privecy-of-olivar-kahns-childre n-was-
protected-by-courts/

suificia ntly

* http:www. the quardian.com,uk-naws/2016/mar/30/iean-charles-dg- menezes-palicg-officers-shouldshayld
not-be-prosecuted-echr

" W suneymonkey.com
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justice.® This suggests that some members of the public are happy to just accept they exist without

scrutinising or placing a great deal of importance on them.

Alternatively if an individual does not understand the legal process behind Human Right cases they
can seek representation from a pressure group. Amnesty International is the main pressure group
which leads a global movement to maintaining Human Rights. It has over 7 milfion members in 150
countries which shows the substantial support it has.” The great number of members therefore

highlights how valued Human Rights are in society as these people have shown an Interest.

Amnesty International supported Chelsea Manning's fight to get justice after she was imprisoned for
35 years for leaking US state secrets.® These secrets disclosed Human Rights violations by the US
Government but failed to be investigated. One of which was a video of an airstrike which killed 12
pecple including civilians in Bagdad.” This example shows Human Rights Pressure Groups are
important as they can hold the Government to account. Amnesty International is warking towards
cpening investigations into the US Gevernment over alleged Human Rights violations as well as
getting fairer treatment for Chelsea Manning as the conditions she endured in prison wera deemed
inhumane by the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture. The work pressure groups do highlights the
importance of Human Rights as cases gain large publicity showing the large public support for the

upholding of Human Rights.

Human Rights play an important part in establishing Britains place in Society. As the first country ta
sign the Eurcpean conventien of Human Rights, the UK helped set an example to other developed

countries bo show how important Human Rights are. Therefore the controversial decision by the

¥ |nterview with Graeme Pearson lenuary 2016

: trpsy v amnesty.orglenfwho-we-are/

B i . & f 7 . .
htreffwww theguardian. cormus-naws 201 3fdec! 24/chelzea-manning-christmas-prison-wh stleblowar-
wikileaks

£ i 1 T
https:/ fwww amoasty. org.uk/chelseas manning-wikilgaks
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Conservative party to scrop the UK Hurnan Eights Act for a replacement British Bill of Rights has
stimulated debate, By discarding the Humar Rights Act Britain will have to cut ties with The

European Court of Hurman Rights alang with the other esuntriar that signed the convention. This
coule be detrimental as Human Rights maintain a universal culture among developed roentries |n
Europe that fair treatment should be given t all, If the UK were to leave this convention however
olher countries may choose to follow. In particular far the Russian Federation, whe has been held
accauntable by the Curopean Court uf Hurman Rights 1720 thmes since 1939 this could have serious
consequeness for the people of the country. Without a governiag court the Govermment would not
be limited and so they could implement any actions they wantad. This shows the importance of

Humen Rights as without them everyday life for everyone would drastically change

Tha Conzarvative Gavernment hewever favours & British Bill uf Kights as they wish 10 distance from
the European Caurt af Himan Rights. David Mundell describes that the new legistation would “hayve
a better balance of rights and obligations”™ ard would alter from the current framewark that ic
mainly focused on rights, However public opinion from a focus proup carried out showed that the
majaney of people beheved everyone should have Human Rights, and ane person slated “they
should net be a lusury ™, This shows peuple value thelr Human Rights as the public believe everyone

should be antitled to tham,

Te conclude, Human Righ's play a significant part in the soclety in which we live as cur whole legal
system Is based around maintaining them. As there are many people using different channels to
eeck justice like the Curepean Court of Hurman Rights and Pressure groups it is clear that the public
walie Human Rights in sociaty 3¢ without them they weuld bea ne basic prolection fram the

governing bodies.

" Focu Growp
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Alm ?-Tn find out if Governmant counter terrorizm actions hinders Human Rights

The Government 15 lawfully baunded to maintain our Human Rights in society vet at the same time
they have the duty to ensure security for the generel public, In certaln circumsTances compromise s
required to find the correct balance hetween cacurity and Human Rights a: it s not always poasible
o malntaln both. Uver recent years as the terror threat has increased the Sovernment has had tn
introduce harcher counter temorism actiona that have hindered Hurman Rights. This has Inspired
debate s to what is considered mars important to each individual, te have their Human Rights
inLacl or sacrifice Human RIghts for secunty and satety. It also needs to be determined ta what

sutant Government action actually hinders Human Fights and if the work tney are doing is justified,

As the terrorist threat develops and expands it is heroming more fraguent for terrariem to oxist
internally In the UK. In attempt to try and control internal terrorism the current Consarvative
Govarnmant hae proposed the Investigatory Power Bill'2, This bill will give the Sovernment more
power to retrieva Informationin our private lives thraugh digital surveillance. Previously our right to
privacy would ave kept this Information private but now as the Government are calling for mare
transpareney te ensure security, this information could be disclused, Philip Hammond the Foreign
Secretary supports this bill as he thinks it is "necessary tn tackle the serious thrests we face™ . Erom
a fuvus group conducted It was clear that the majority recognised that some of their Human Rights
needed to be hindered to keep society safe yet there was LURILr OV ETSY OVET GOVERNIMENT access to
text messages and emails.”® This shows the puhblic dnnat fully truet tha Govarnmant with their

private nformation and do value their right te privacy although accept in some cases hindering

http:/fwww theguardizn.com/flow/ 2016/ feb /01 investipat ord-powers-bill-snonpars.rhartse-lacke-clarisy-

a3
I

g tttpefwnane telegrapdy co, wbk fomas oo liticsS L219444 1/ Shoopers-Lharter-Pariiam shitan-vote-on-the-
Investgatory- powars-bill-lve-updatgs. hibml

4
Eacus Growp Mowermber 2045
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Human Rights is necessary, Theresa May has promised MPs that "Privacy is hard-wired into the

Bill"'* but it is clear it will not fully protect Human Rights.

It can be questioned If It is morally ethical to hinder the Human Rights of an innocent party. Terrorist
suspects can have many of their Human Rights removed such as their right to travel, right to privacy
and right to freedem. However these terrorist suspects have not been found guilty yet their Human
Rights are hindered showing that somatimes Innacent people can have their rights unjustifiakly
removed. In an attempt to counter act terrorist plans Human Rights can be removed by the
Government but the public do not necessarily agree with this. People who oppose the proposed
Investigatory Power Bill believe the Government should not hinder Human Rights further than they

already do and should protect innocent people’s rights as it s unjustifisd.

The Gavernment implement counter terrerism actions with the public's safety in mind but
sometimes the cost is too great and people feel their Human Rights have been breached. Supporters
of the Big Brother Watch pressure group firmly believe the Government has too much interference
in the lives of the public in the UK. Big Brother Watch focuses on limiting the surveillance the
Government has throughout the country. One particular campaign against CCTV'™ has huge public

support as they believe the UK people’s right to privacy is being hindered with no justification.

In the UK there are a fifth of the warld's CCTV cameras yet only 1% of the population””. This shows
propartionately to the rest of the world the UK's Human Rights are hindered more. In retrospect it
should be that the UK has less crime but this is not the case. In comparison to Erance the UK has &

cities with more CCTW than Paris yet the crime rate In the UK is higher. In 2011 the UK had 4.5 million

 hittpeffwwrs telsgraph.co, uk/news fpelitics 12194441 /Snoppers-Charter-Par iamentary-vote-on-the-
imyastigatory-powers-hill- né-updates, I_':_I;l

15
" https:/fwww bigbrotherwatch, org.uk/campaigns/coty)f
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recorded crimes but France had aimost a third less with 3.3 million recorded crimes*® this shows
surveillance is ineffective at preventing erime. CCTV az a counter terrorism methed can also be seen
as ineffective as it captured the London bombing attackers in 2005 gathering their materials and
planning, yet the attack was not prevented as footage was only viewed after the attack'® Therefore
hindering Human Rights when attacks are not even prevented is unjustified as it is not ensuring

security.

However when terror attacks are prevented the public are more willing to give up their Human
Rights. The successful investigation Operation Pitsford, which started in 2011, saw 11 mean
imprisoned for intending to carry cut suicide bomb attacks in Birmingham in the UK and trying to
recruit others for the cause™. This was the biggest counter terrerism operation in Britain and used
recording devices and CCTV to unveil the terrorist plot. As the use of CCTV and recording devices
prevented sericus damage and possible deaths it can be eoncluded that in this instance limiting the
privacy of the general public through the use of CCTV and spying on suspects was wholly justified as

surely safety and security is more impaortant than privacy in these instances.

Although hindering Human Rights can have pesitive outcomes in some circumstances this is nat
always guaranteed. When interviewing Graeme Pearson, Labour MSP, he explained, “lgnering all
Human Rights would in fact increase terrorism. Dealing with terrorism in an inhumane way has the
oppasite of the desired impact.”™ In the 1960's France used any means possible to try and remove
am Algerian Terrorist group but what resulted was regular public displays of vialence. This showed
that without Human Rights as a guideline society was left unable to function and international

crimes like terrorism became more frequent. This can be linked to more recent action from the

iy p:f/blog, saxtantpropertiss. com//2003/08/01 fhow-safe-is-france-compared-ta-the-ik

" httos//www gov.uk/gove mment/uploads/system/ugloads/attachment _data/file/224542/7-

7_attacks_intelligence. pdf
o hitp:/fwerw.itv.com/news/2013-02 21/ trio-hoped-to-cause-worst-atroe g -an-british-soilf

! Interviaw Graeme Pearson lanuary 2015
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Conservative Government of removing passports of those who they suspect might join an 1515 group.
By reroving the right to travel from individuals it has increased the number of radicalised Islarmic
supporters in the LIK which is dangerous as some innocent people are having their Human Rights
hindered by mistake and so this can motivate them to join terrorist groups. Dominic Grieve said in an
article that, “Believing in and practising the principles of the rule of law %, with our liberty and
democracy, amaong the most powerful weapons we have*™, This displays the belief that limiting the
Human Rights of terrorist suspects is not stopping terrorism and therefore it would be more

effective to malntain everyone's Human Rights as much as possible to see the best results.

Border controls can also be seen to hinder on Human Rights. After an alleged plane was shot down
over the United State on Christmas day in 2009 tighter restrictions were imposed in UK airports.®
This seen the intreduction of the first full body scanners to Heathrow and Manchester alrports. In
attemnpt to reduce terrorism the full body scanners can be used to detect liquid bombs which are
usually undetectable with other equipment. These full body scanners raised Human Rights issues as
some religious groups including Muslims and Sikhs view them as hindering their right ta religion™,
However from my online survey the majority of pecple agreed that airport security was impartant to
ensuring the publics right to security.™ It can be seen that it will be impossible to protect all Human

Rights while still ensuring security and so it is important a balance is reached.

Itis clear that mest Government counter terrorism actions hinders on Human Rights to an extent but
rnaintaining a good balance between rights and security can prove effective at reducing terrorism.

The Investigatory Power Bill is leaning towards diminishing Human Rights too much as it is opening

= hitp: fwrerw thaguardisn.com,/comment isfree /2014 /s p/03 terrorism-passporis-rube- af-law

e tpf i telegraph.co.uk mews/uknews terrarismein-the-uk/ 701 2695 Airpont-body-sranners-could-

breach-hueman-rights, ktml

“ http:f ferww washingbanpost. com v -dyn/content /artiele/2010/12/22/AR20101 222039189 htmi
MWW Washing: L. Lo Nep-C LELYA- lgdi=, =T il

k=1 i
nitps Mweww. sunveymankey.com/
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the whaole publics private life up. This wauld show the Government having too much interferaie i
the public life. From a focus group, the general cansansus was that the Government alrcady
interfered too much in the public's lives and maintainng the right to privary would Ba batter, ™ This

shows the pubie support having their Human Rights maintained as far as possible,

FI] |
Focus Growp MNovember 2015 57 |
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Aim 3 —To find out if terrorism legislation has had an Impact on levels of Radsm and
Islamophobia.

Terrorisim Legislation is a topic of controversy when it regards racism and |slamophabia. As
restrictions get tighter the public become more wary of what they are being protected from and so
sterectypes and ignorance towards people of the same faith as terrorist organisations has grown,
Government action has shown new levels of ractsm and islamophobia in methods such as passport
seizures, airpart security and stop and search. This can manipulate the public's perception of
terrarism and Increase fear in society. This increase in fear lead the public to belisve that more
security against people they see as "terrorists” is needed. Has current Gowvernment action lead

Britain into an age of racism?

Stop and Search is a power the police have to search anyone they have reasonable suspicion to be
carrying illegal drugs, harmful weapons or stolen property. They have this power in arder to keep
the general public safe from crime and terrorism. However the way in which the police use this
power can be used as an argument in favour of counter terrarism increasing racism and
islamophobia. The statistical evidence provided from these stop and searches shows inegualities in
the quotas of people being searched, Theresa May the Justice Secretary believed this to be true as
she said, "It is very clear that in a large number of cases the reasonable grounds for suspicion were
not there and one can only therefore assume, given that black pecple are six times more likely to be
stopped and searched than a white person, that it is precisely the fact that th iy are a black person
that has led to that stop and search taking place,”” This concludes that the Justice Secretary herself
believes racism exists in the police force and so she supported the adaptation of the Section 60 of

the Criminal Justice Act to increase the requirements needed to stop and search someone,

In an attempt to reduce racism and maintain Human Rights in society, section 60 replaced section 44

of the Terrorisem Act. Previously under section 44 pelice officers had the ability to randomiy stop and

7 " . , | oy
! bttp s Swww bbe.co.uk/news fuk 272I4EET

ER
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search people even without suspicion.™ This meant that the police were given the opportunity to be
more racist and Islamophobic in their selection of people even if it were unintentional as they could
base random stops on terrorist sterectypes. However section 60 requires the need to have
reasonable suspicion so the public cannot be singled out because of their religion or appearance. As
the majority of offenders in the UK are white males it is evident that the attention of the Police s
misdirected at minority groups as ethnic minorities do nat commit the mast crime. On average only
10% of a million searches lead to evidence being found to arrest a suspect”™ so this shows that the
police are stopping the wrong people. This shows discrimination in the Police is caused by racism
and provides evidence to the claim by the Metropolitan Black Police Association “that the police
service is institutionally racist."™ This racism can be Put down to individuals in the foree being racist

or the whole force being aver precautious of the terrorist stereotype,

Schedule 7 of the 2000 Terrorism Act is another piece of counter terrarism legislation which has
impacted on levels of racism and islamophobia. This legislation was brought in to make airport
security tighter as the war on terror in the UK has grown greater. The 2000 Terrorism Act enahblas
airport security to step individuals randomly witheut reasonable sus picion. This means anyone can
be stopped at any time at the :li_scretinn of airport staff. People can be detained up to 9 hours
although this is rare with 97% of those selected are held for less than ane hour, The high profile case
of David Miranda highlighted how schedule 7 can be deemed unfair as it can hinder the Human
Rights of innocent people. Under this legislation suspects do not have the right to remain silent or
have a lawyer present meaning Human Rights are completely compromised. David Miranda is a
journalist whom despite being innocent and suspected of no crime was held for 9 hours at airpart

security and had the data on his electrenlc equipment saved. Schadule 7 allows for innocent parties

- https: /A Jibe rty-human rights erg uk/human-rights fjustice-and-fale-t rialz/stop-and-search/section-44-

tEmorism-act

H nttp-ffwww. bbe,co uk/news/uk-272 24857

W bt fwerw thepuardian.comy/uk/2013/ap rf2 1/ metropolitan-palice-institutienal y-racist-black
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to have their Human Rights breached as no substantial evidence is required to stop people. This
means airport staff are able to stop anyone they think maybe a terrorist. Thiz legizlation has allowed
for discrimination to take place as it is estimated that ethnic minorities are 42 time more likely to be
stopped than their white counter parts. *'This shows racism and isla mophobia as it is clear they are
singled out because of their ethnicity. As a result this has increased racism and Islamophaobia as the
public become more wary of the people stopped at security and since a significant number are of an

ethnic minority the public are manipulated by this.

Methods of counter terrorism like Stop and Search and airport security can be criticised due to the
racism shewn in the statistics. The reasons ethnic groups are stopped more frequently may not only
be based on racism but the travel patterns of the passenger. The Home Office justified the use of the
schedule 7 of the 2000 Terrorist Act stating staff can base decisions on "emerging local trends or
patterns of travel"™, This can account for why ethnic minorities are stopped mare frequently and
not because of racism. It is also argued by the Home Office that although it is unfair, in certain
drcumstances “it is appropriate for officers to take account of a person's ethnic origin in selecting
persons to be stopped in response to a specific terrorist threat”.® This statement shows counter
terrorism action uses methods which appear to be racist but continue to practise these methads as

they are the most effective at ensuring safety,

As it is evident that counter terrorism action targets specific religious groups this has impacted on
the level of Racism and Islamophobia in the rest of society. In Scotiand in 2013-14, 69% of all hate
crime recorded was racial abuse which is significantly high.*' While the UK government are

concentrating on decreasing terrorism other crimes like racial abuse continue to happen with ne

“|'I_1-':E':_,"J'I'-"-"i'.l'l.'-'.thEEIJEII‘".‘iId.' Lomy pobitics Blog/201 1/ mayy/24 -’a'r|-|v:-rT-sEcurih--chet_k:-terrnrlsm-a:_t

" hEtEL.."."h".-'JW.EG'-'.IJI_ifE"EIuernr—:q"f_."EJ:':l|||.'uli-:hns‘-'rirr!.|I3'-:_'ICE.EClﬁ guicance-to-axamining-afficers-on-the-
examination-of-goeds-undar-schedule-7-ta the-terrerlsm-act-2000/guids neg-to-examining-officers-sa-the-
examination-of-goods-under-sched ula-7-to-the-terrorism-act-2000

R E] y § I -~ .
hitps/fwwew. irr.org uk//news racia |-profiling-and-antj-terror-stog-a nd -searchy

" Chatistics provided by Joanne MoAlpine
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Government intervention. As terrorism is a more serious crime the point can be made it |5 more
impertant to focus on reducing it than racism. In an email from Joan McAlpine she said | think it's
too early to judge the effects of the recent anti-terrorism legislation although several organisations
have expressed concerns™ when asked if legislation had increased Racism and Islamophobia.® This
shows the effect of terrorism Legislation cannot be determined as of yet a3 it is ton soon to see the

QULCOMEes,

To conclude, it is clear discrimination is evident in the counter terrorism methods the Government
has introduced as statistics show unequal searches of ethnic groups, This raises ethical issues within
the authorities of the UK as it s withholding the principles of the Human Rights that evaryone should
be treated equally. By singling people out based on their race it is promaoting racism in society.
Graeme Pearson suggested the Muslim Community should work to improve their image in society as
itis not the responsibility of the Government™ and so counter terrorism legislation cannot be

blamed entirely for the increase in racism,

* Email Joan Mcalpine, November 2015
* Interview Graame Pearson, lanuary 2015

196
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Conclusion

As the terror threat is increasing with the recent attacks in Paris and Brussels it is becoming more
challenging for the government to maintain all Human Rights as the demand for security is greater
than ever. Finding the correct balance between security and other Human Rights is controversial as

opinions are divided.,

Sacurity Is generally regarded as the most important Human Right as the issue can be raised that
without being safe, privacy brings us no pleasure. This suggests that the Government should
therefore hold this with the maost importance when introducing tight security and survelllance.
Howevar it can alss be argued that all rights are the basis of the soClety and so only upholding one

undermines demacracy and makes the Government too powerful.

To conclude, an accurate balance needs to be created between secy rity and other Human Rights for
society te function effectively. In a focus group | foune that the majority of the sample valued their
right to privacy™ and se it is clear the general public weuld not be willing te give full contral to the
Government g5 even with transparent digital communications it canmot be guaranteed that all

terrorist attacs will even be prevented,

¥ Focus Group Movember 2015

s
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Research Methods Evaluation

In order to research my dissertation topic | have used various methods to gather information.
Dominantly | used interviews with people whe knew abaut the topic, | carried out both structured
and unstructured interviews. | used a structured interview ta gather information fram David Mundell
the Seottish Secretary. He had received the guestions | was Eding to ask previously so he had
answers prepared with examples; this was an advantage as the responses he gave were detailed.
Although a disadvantage | found was there was no opportunity to ask follow up guestions as we ran
out of time. if given the epportunity to carry out my research again | would allocate more time to
the interview. Compared to structured Interviews, the non-structured interview | carried out with
Graeme Pearson was more informative. | had the apportunity to ask additional questions as the
setting was informal. Mr Pearson was the former Cabinet Secretary of Justice and so he was well
informed on the questions | asked. | felt this interview was very valuable to rmy research as he knew
statistics and examples to back up his opinions. | planned ta have more interviews with Joan
McAlpine and the Justice Secretary Michael Matheson however due to their busy schedules a date
could not be agreed upon. Instead, | received written respenses to the questions | asked which were
useful as both had statistics in their answers. Like the structured interview a disadvantage | found

with emails was there was no opportunity to ask for expansion on certain paoints that ware unclear,

Interviews were the most appropriate method for seeking the opinions of politicians but in order to
research the public’s opinions 1 used an enline survey and a focus group. These methods were better
suited as | gathered a broader range of opinions which meant Yy research wWas more a more
accurate representation of the general pepulation. The sample of my focus group was nine senior
pupils of mixed gender, however if | were to repeat my research | would increase my sample size,
My enline survey had a larger sample of 56 people so it gave a better indication of the public's
opinion. My online survey only gathered quantitative information as my guestions were multiple

choice. This meant that the publics opinions were not noted however it was easier to collate

388

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk

19 of 31




Advanced Higher Modern Studies Dissertation 2017 Candidate 1 - evidence

20

information. The focus group was more beneficial as | was able to gather qualitative information in

the form of opinions.

Wy research was talrly successful but if given another apportunity | would Carry aut maore

unstructured interviews as | believe this method provided me with the best quality information.

EI

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk 20 of 31




Advanced Higher Modern Studies Dissertation 2017 Candidate 1 - evidence

21

Bibliography

# Foous Group Academy Movember 2015

& Emall from loan MeAlpine, Movember 2015

= Focus Group Academy 5" October 2015
= Interview with David Mundell, 15" November 2015 Academy
* Interview with Elaine Murray MSP, 11" January 2016 Academy

= Emall from Michae! Matheson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for lustice
e [Interview with Graeme Pearenn, 15" lanuary 2016 Acadermy

& Owwn Survey “The impact terrorism legislation has un lluman rights"

*  bEtpfiwwetheguardian.con/politles/blog/204 ) fmay/ 48 /airport-securi ty-checks-tesrorism-

it
s http:/fwww theguardian com/uk/2013/apr/2 1/metropolitan-police-Institutionaliv-racist-
black

e hitp:/fwww theguardian.com/commentisfras/201 4/zep/03 /terrorism-pacsports ruls of law

& hite s thepuardian com/Taw/I016/fab /01 finvestigatory poveers-bill-snoomer s-uigrier-

lacks-clarity-mpe-warn

& http e thegua rdian.comfus-neves ) 20 L3/dec/ 24 /chelsea-manning-christmas:prison-

whistieblower-wikjleaks

*  hitpl/fwww.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/ma r/30/jean-charles-de-menezes-palica-

officers-shouldshould-not-be-prosecuted-echr

- hjps:,-",-"-.l'n"l.-'.'-.-f.ﬂﬁl.r.uﬁzgggn{nmgug{u&lnadgiqxcr_nmgugla:d:,:‘:tt:ih_men!'. data/filg/2 24542/ 7-
7_attacks intelligence pof

= httos: o gevuk/government/publications incular-002 201 S-guidance-ta-examining-

officers an-the-examination-wl-evods-under-sch edule- /-to-the-terrorism-act-

RO Euida NEe-tg-examining omcers-on-the-examination-of-goods-under-schedule-7-to-

the-terrorism-act-2000

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk

21 0f 31




Advanced Higher Modern Studies Dissertation 2017

Candidate 1 - evidence

)

hiktp:/fwew Irr.org.Lik mews g cial-profiling-and-anti-terror-stop-ang-search/

hittps:/hwww liberty-human-rights. o

search/section-44-tarrorism-act

hitps: bigbrotherwatch, JMkfcampaignsfecty)

hitp: /i bbb co.uk/news uk-272 24887

http:/ S itv.comynews,/201 3-02-2 1 /tri

hitto: telegraph co.uk/news/uknews terrarism-in-th 012639 Airport-hody-

scannefi-could-breach-human-rights. htm|

hittp:/fwew. telegraph co.u kfnews/ politics/1219444 1/5noopers-Cha rter-Parliameantary-vote-

gn-the-investigatory-powers- bill-live-updates, htmi

http:/ fwww washingtonpost.com fwn-

dyn/content/article/2010/12/33/AR2010122202919. htmi

http://blog sextantproperties.com,/201 3.-‘1]8.-"&1.-“hnw~safe-is—f@nm-cnnmared-tn-thg—u k!

http: dail i.eo.u newj,-"articre--m-'-‘rﬂiﬂ.-"uKj—wr!ds—ggguIatiun-zg-ﬂcw-
cameras html
http: Lchr.coeint/Documents/Stats vielation 1959 2015 E G, pef

http:/fwww. echr.coe int/Documents/Stats pending 2015 BIL pdf

children-was-s ufficientty-protected-by-courts/

hitps: /M amnasty.orgfen/who-we-ar

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk

22 of 31



Advanced Higher Modern Studies Dissertation 2017

Candidate 1 - evidence

13

Appendices

Crnadls to and from

=  Graeme Pearson
=  Michael Matheson
=  Theresa May

Online Survey Questions
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Dissertation Research

CPITEFRLEN
1/ g ]

Toe mayt@ parlamentuk
Dear Theresa May,

My name is I am a senior pupll currently studying Advanced Higher Modern
Studies at f. As part of the course | am required to write a dissertation and
the topic | have chosen is Human Rights and Counter Terrorism,

My hypothesis is “There Is justification for Human Rights to be removed from in dividuals to
protect against Terror activities”.

I am writing to ask you if you would kindly take the opportunity to comment your opinion
on the issue | am researching. | am particularity interested in finding out any future
government plans to counter act terrorism and 50 | would be grateful if you could indude
this in your response.

Your comments will be highly valued and | hope to hear back from you soon.

Regards
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From: <CabinetSecretany tice@gn -]
Date: 19 January 2016 at 11:33:07 GMT
Tao:
Subject: Private Office for Justice - PS letter to i y - Advanoed

Higher Modern Studies Questions - 19 January 2016

Flease find attached a reply on behalf of the Cabinet Secretary for Justice to the
questions you and your fellow students submitted

Kind regards,
Maureen
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RE: Modern Studies

From: Gemma.Cheek@scottish.parliament.uk on behalf of
Graeme.Pearson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

senl: 23 September 2015 15:28:15

To;

Dear

Graeme could visit on 15™ anuary, weather permitting,

Is there anything that he needs to know in advance of his visit?

Kind regards

Gemma

Gemma Cheek

Parllamentary Researcher

Office of Graeme Pearson
MSF far South Scotland (Scottish Labour)

(Wed = Fri)

Tel: 0131 348 6887
Twitter: @PearsonMsp

WWW.Era EdrsORAMSD, COm
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From: ¢ L
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2015 3:12 PM
To: Pearson G (Graeme), MSP

Subject: Re: Modern Studies

Dear Gemma Cheek,

Thanquuu for the reply. Would Graeme be available for a visit to on either the
13th of January or the 22nd of January from 9am to 11am. ‘

Regards

=
..... Original message----—
From:

Date: Thu, 17 Sep 2015 16:46
To:
Subject:RE: Modern Studies .

Dear

Apologies for the delay in responding. | have only just seen your email,

Graeme will be unable to come to on the marning of 4" December as he has a prior
commitment that morning in the Borders,

Do you have any other Mondays or Fridays during which the class would be available? Graeme already has

. . il I
commitments on Friday 11" December but, if he is able, there may be ancther date which would be
miutually convenient.
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Kind regards

Gemma Cheek

Gemma Cheek

Parliamentary Researcher

Office of Graeme Pearson
M5P far South Scotland (Scottish Labour)

(Wed - Fri)

Tel: 0131 3486847
Twitter: @PearscnMsp

[ ORImiip.

From: _ | rail.cg,uk
Sent: Sunday, September 13, 2015 9:05 PM

Te: Prarson G (Graeme), MSP
Subject: Re: Modemn Sudies Academy

Dear Mr Pearson,

Timn_k }rnulfnr your reply. Would you e able to make the merning of Friday the 4th of December.
The ideal time would be from 9.10 to 10.50 if possible as we are restricted by timetabled classes.

Regards
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—==== Original message--—--

From:

Date: Fri, 4 Sep 2015 10:16

To: y ' =
Subject:RE: Modern Studies -

Dear

Thank you for your email.

On pr_nciplel would be happy to come to ¥ 1o meet you and yvour classmates, Indeed 1
have in previous yezrs. However, the Scottish Parliament sits on Tuesdays, iednesdays and Thursdays. |
therefore have to be In Edinburgh on those days.

Would it be possible to visit on a Monday or a Friday? il so, | can suggest some dates for November and
December,

Kind regards

Graeme Pearson

From: [ okl e

Sent: Wedresday, Septernber 02, 2015 €:55 PM
To: Pearson G (Grazme), MSP

Subjact: Modern Sudies |

Cear Mr Pearsan,

I'am 1 pupil studying Advanced Modern Studies at ¢ and lunderstand in
rg cent years you Fave gave up your time to ome to the school and answer some cuestions for
dissertations, | have been infarmed of your vast knowledge on the su bjects we are coveriag and
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I know you have been a great help to past pupils with their work. Therefore, | would be very
grateful if you could come into the school again and allow us to speak to you. If you are willing
to do this are you available any Wednesday from 13.30 to 15.30 in November or any Wednesday
from 13.30 to 15.30 in December up until the 16th.

Regards

ll*i'*‘**‘i*i"**F*‘l4"'ﬂt*‘#F*“'***tﬂﬂ!t‘lﬂ!Ih'it#iiitt#'tt'rilt#a:+

For latest news and information about all aspects of Parliamentary business, MSPs and our work, visit the

Parliament’s website al www scottish parliament.ul
For infarmation about how you can visit the Parliament, go to wwnarscottish pardisment b /vigit

Watch Parliamentary business live at www.scottishparliament.tv orread the Official Report at

Faodar pdint a ghabhail ann am Pirlamaid na h-Alba tron Ghaidhlig. Tha barrchd fiesrachaidh o thaighinm sa phiana

Ghaidhlig againn aig www.scottish parlisment uk/PlanaGaidhlig

The information tn this c-mail transmission and any files or attachments transmitted with it are strctly confidential
and may contain privileged information. It is intended golely for the person or crganisation to whom it is addressed
end it you are not the intended recipient, you must not copy, distribute, disclose or take any action in reliance an it, If
you have received this e-mail in error, please delete it fiom your computer system and noti fy the sender as soon ag
Possible,

While this e-mail message and attachments have been swept by the content filter sofrware for the presence of
computer vimses, the Scottish Parliamentary Cormporate Body does not guarantes that either are virgs-free and accepls
no liability for demage sustained as a result of a virus, It is the recipient's responsibility to ensure that the onward
Iransmission, opening oruse of this message and any attachments will not adversely affect their systems or data or
otherwise incur lahility in law.
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For latest news and information about all aspects of Parizmentary business, MSPs and our work, visit the Parliament's

website at www scottish parliament uk
For information about how you can visit the Parliament, go to www.scoltish.parliament ul/visit

Watch Parliamentary business live at www.scottishparliament.tv or read the Official FRepom at

wwrw seollish padiament uk/OMcialRepor
Faodar piirt a ghablail ann am Pédamaid na h-Alba tron Ghaidalig. Tha bamachd fiosrachaidh o fhaighinn sa phiana

Ghaidhlig againn aig www.scottish. padisment uk/PlanaGaidhlig

The infonmation in this c-mail transmission and any files or anachments transmitted with it are strictly confidentiat
and may contain privileged information. i is intended solely for the person or oranisation to whom it is addressed
and if you are not the intended recipient, you must not copy, disiribute, disclose or take any action in reliance on it. If
[ you have received this esmail in ermor, pleass delete it from your compuber system and notify the sender as 2non as
passible
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Online Survey Questions

How important do you think Human Rights are in our society?

Are you aware of any counter terrorism legislation in place which restricts your Human
Rights?

In your opinion has the terrorism threat grown over recent years?

Do you think the government is doing enough to protect the people of the UK from the
terrorist threat?

Do you think it is justified for the government to remove Human Rights from the general
population if it protects us from terrorist activities?

In the UK it is estimated there is one CCTV camera for every eleven people. Do you think
the UK has too much surveillance?

The government has proposed new terrorism legislation which will give the government the
power to record text messages, emails and the internet history of the general public in the
UK. Do you support this legislation?

To what extent do you agree with the following statement?
“Anti-terrorism legislation has Increased islamophobia and racism in the UK".

Do you have any other comments regarding Human Rights Legislation?
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