
Far from the Madding Crowd1 and Tess of the D'Urbervf({es2 by Thomas Hardy are both 
novels in which the female protagonists face problems that arise from how women were 
treated at that period of time. Both novels are set in the Victorian era, which w� a period 
of time when women were seen as inferior to men and it was expected of them to stay at 
home, clean and raise the children while their husbands went to-work. It was also expected 
of them to always listen to their husbands and remain 'pure' until marriage. Women were 
controlled by their fathers until they were married, then they were controlled by their 
husbands. It was also unheard of to see a woman have a powerful role in society, apart 
from the Queen. Thomas Hardy is abte to relate to women at this time as he too was 
treated unfairly, yet because of his class, not gender. He grew up in a family that were 
not of a high class, so just like women were restricted by their gender, Hardy was 
restricted by his class. He and his wife, Emma fell in love, yet her father was not pleased 
as he was not from a wealthy.family. Throughout both novels' c�aracterisation shows how 
women were treated at that period of time, this is reinforced by symbolism and key 
events. 

Characterisation is a major aspect of the novel which shows the mistreatment of women 
in the Victorian era. Tess, the prota�onist in Tess of the D'Urbervilles3 is also very 
different from the conventional woman in the Victorian era as she had a chHd out of 
wedlock, which was loathed. However, unUke Bathsheba, Tess did not have a choice in
being unconventional as Alec took advantage of her which made her fall pregnant. Tess 
was able to realise that she was a victim, whereas at that time a lot of women would have 
just blamed themselves because society and men would say it is their fault. In the novel 
we see women like lzz, Marian, and Retty, Tess's roommates at Talbothays1 

love Tess to 
the point where they saw her as a leader because Tess was always so kind hearted towards 
them as she never lay emphasis on the face that Angel chose her. Tess also loved Angel 
the most out of the four women: 

"Because nobody could love 'ee more than Tess did!. .. she would have laid down her life 
for. 'ee. I could do no more1

'

4 

1 Hardy, Thomas, "Far fror11 the Mf!icHng.Cr.o.w.d''.,.Wor.ds'i\'Or.th.Classics,-1993 ..
i Hardy, Thomas, "Tess of the D'Urbervilles", Wordsworth Classics, 1993 

I 3 Hardy, Thomas, "Tess of the D'Urbervilles", Wordsworth Classics 
�dy, Thomas, "Tess of the D'Urbervilles", Wordsworth Classics, p. 237 
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