
Practical expressive artwork: 30/32 
: 26/32 

Sub-total: 56/64 
Contextual analysis: 20/30 

Evaluation: 6/6 
TOTAL: 82 
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Commentary on candidate 1 
evidence 
Section 1 – Practical expressive artwork 
Marks range description: Candidates provide evidence of their ability to respond 
to their theme or stimulus by producing a visually coherent and sustained 
creative process. This should show relevant investigative research and 
development leading to the effective resolution and realisation of artwork. 
 
The stimulus for this expressive portfolio is the folk horror film ‘Midsommar’. The 
candidate explores ways in which the portraits, combined with folk art imagery, 
can be given an unsettling, psychedelic appearance. 
 
This portfolio comes with a thorough explanation. The creative process is 
presented with a detailed written commentary on each sheet. There is also an A-
to-Z collage book that explains the way an investigation of the film has stimulated 
ideas. The development of these ideas, which features watercolour, acrylic, gel 
printing, lino cutting and collage, shows how the candidate has incorporated 
elements of ‘Midsommar’ in a progressively ambitious way. This culminates in 
two self-portraits that bring together the various techniques and ideas. This is a 
highly effective development of ideas that shows a strong visual coherence.  
 
This part of Section 1 was awarded 30 of the 32 marks available. 
 
Marks range description: Candidates provide evidence of their ability to apply 
their understanding of art practice by skilfully and creatively using materials, 
techniques and/or technology to explore and experiment with visual elements. 
 
To express their ideas about ‘Midsommar’, the candidate brought together the 
experimental effects of print making and collage with closely observed drawing 
and portrait painting. The lino and gel printing makes an effective contribution to 
the development of ideas, it is successfully collaged into the resolved works. The 
watercolour and acrylic painting show a skilful use of materials with an 
understanding of graduated tone and colour variation. The combination of 
techniques used here is highly effective, although there is room for further 
development.  
 
This part of Section 1 was awarded 26 of the 32 marks available.  
 
Section 1 sub-total for practical artwork: 56 

Section 2 – Contextual Analysis 
Marks range description: Candidates provide evidence of their ability to select an 
artwork with relevance to their practical expressive artwork and discuss the 
impact of related contexts through analysis of the features of the artwork. 
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In the evaluation template, the candidate explains the choice of Frida Kahlo as a 
topic for the contextual analysis, by saying that the artist’s paintings of flowers 
and her troubled life connected her to ‘Midsommar’. The symbolism of flowers is 
touched on, and the biography of the artist is laid out in a series of bullet pointed 
statements. Some of these factual pieces are linked to the work and show the 
impact of relevant context, but others are disconnected pieces of information. 
The candidate has written a strong analysis of ‘The Two Fridas’. This is done by 
addressing colour, focal point, subject matter, scale, and there is a brief note on 
composition. Most of the points are carefully justified and some, such as their 
reference to the dark blue turbulent sky, are effectively discussed, with 
statements such as: ‘This could represent what’s going on in her head; she may 
feel conflicted, angry or even miserable’.  
 
This section was awarded 20 of the 30 marks available. 

Section 3 – Evaluation 
Marks range description: Candidates provide evidence of their ability to evaluate 
the impact of creative decisions and the effectiveness of their artwork with 
reference to the theme or stimulus, creative intentions, and specific turning 
points. 
 
Many notes accompany each image, making it evident that the candidate is keen 
to explain their thoughts. The evaluation has a fluency and thoroughness. The 
candidate suggests that the film theme gave them a pretext to develop their 
enjoyment of floral painting, and there are also self-critical remarks. At all times 
there are justifications and explanations of each step.  
 
This evaluation was awarded 6 of the 6 marks available. 
 
Total: 82 marks 
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