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Commentary on candidate evidence

Section 1 — Practical expressive artwork

Marks range description: Candidates provide evidence of their ability to respond
to their theme or stimulus by producing a visually coherent and sustained
creative process. This should show relevant investigative research and
development leading to the effective resolution and realisation of artwork.

The research, into folds of fabric is complemented by well observed drawing of
hands in various gestures. The use of photographs and references to artists is
relevant and convincing and, the arrangement of hands, fabric and figure is tried
out in a number of contrasting compositions. Though this development does not
take the self-portrait idea far beyond a single composition, it is visually coherent
and deliberately directed towards an effective resolution.

This part of Section 1 was awarded 24 of the 32 marks available.

Marks range description: Candidates provide evidence of their ability to apply
their understanding of art practice by skilfully and creatively using materials,
techniques and/or technology to explore and experiment with visual elements.

This candidate has studied and applied their understanding of the work of Alison
Watt. There is a demonstrated understanding of composition, colour, and an
assured use of technique that shows a recognisable self-portrait taking shape
through a series of effective studies. The drawing shows good observation with a
skilful use of tone and an understanding of reflected light. Though the candidate
might have taken their experimentation with collage further, they have shown
how materials such as water colour, oil pastel, colour pencil and, most effectively,
oil paint can be used effectively.

This part of Section 1 was awarded 28 of the 32 marks available.

Section 1 sub-total for practice artwork is 52.

Section 2 — Contextual analysis

Marks range description: Candidates provide evidence of their ability to select an
artwork with relevance to their practical expressive artwork and discuss the
impact of related contexts through analysis of the features of the artwork.

The relationship between the practical work and the work of Alison Watt is well
established in the practical theme and is clearly explained in the statement of
intent.

In the contextual analysis the candidate has chosen Watt’s, ‘After the Bath’ and
proceeded to analyse composition, colour, gesture, technique and contrast with
reference to specific aspects of the painting. Some of these comments are no
more than observations, but others thoroughly explain how visual elements are
shaping the content of the painting. The section concludes with an effective
comment on the two portraits: the artist’s young and older self. Further context for
the work is found in Watt’s family background, ‘the dreary weather of Glasgow’,
and the painting of Joan Eardley. Some of these are less effective because these
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influences are not explained. The last piece of context is another painting by
Watt; it is possible to see how the artist could be inspired by an earlier work and
there are connections between the two paintings, and a link is made clearly.

This section was awarded 26 of the 30 marks available.

Section 3 — Evaluation

Marks range description: Candidates provide evidence of their ability to evaluate
the impact of creative decisions and the effectiveness of their artwork with
reference to the theme or stimulus, creative intentions and specific turning points.

This is an effective explanation of the inspirations and technical challenges that
the candidate experienced in creating the practical work. There are moments of
expressive writing and points of evaluative comment but opportunity for further

evaluation have been missed.

This evaluation was awarded 5 of the 6 marks available.

Total: 83 marks
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