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Advanced Higher
Source 2 — Philosophy of Religion
4(a)

The Kzlam argument was created by two people in Arabic but then later modernised by William Lane
Craig in the 1940s. The Kalam argument is & Cosmological argument and seeks to prove that God is
the first uncaused causs of the universe. The Kalam argument is 2 posterior argument as its
evidence is based on knowledge after experience of their surroundings. The Kalam argument states
that the God who caused the universe into existence is the God of classical theism. The Kalam
argument states that when the universe began so did time itself therefore the God who caused them
must exist gutside of the universe and time and thus God is eternal.

4(b)

The source states "Since everything that begins to exist" this means that everything has to have =
beginning or a starting point and could not have just always existed it needs to have a beginning
because infinite regress is impossible. The source also states that "has a cause of its existence"  this
means that everything that as ever existed or began must have been caused into existence by
something else because it would be impassible for something to be the cauwse of itself. The source
states "since the universe began to exist" this means that the universe must have had a beginning
like everything else it could not just have existed because then the universe would be around for
infinity but the cosmological argument does not sgres with infinite regress so it would be impossible
for the universe not to have a beginning. The sowrce states “we conclude that thersfore the universe
has a3 cawse of its existence" this means that the universe has it have a cause because like everything
elze it exists and had a beginning and something cannot have caused itself it had to begin dus to
something elze therefore something cauzed the universs into existing we believe this to be God

4(C)

"Since ewverything that begins to axist™ | zgres that everything that exists im this world had to have &
starting point because if not then we would have been here forever and it is not poszible for the
universe to have been here forever because everything that comes into the world has a beginning)
"has a cause of its existence™ i agree with this point az i belizve that everything has a cause of
b=ginning and everything you do is caused by something else becawse you cannot have just began
you would need to be caused into existence by someons elze and it is physically impossible for
something to just cause itzelf existence. Since the universe began to exist” | agres that the universs
had to have a starting point becauze we have scientific evidence that suggests the universe is only so
rmany years old how could it possibly be around forsver if it didn't hawve a3 starting point. "We
conclude that therefore the universe has 3 cause of its existence" | agree with thiz point az i belisve
that the universe must have come into existence somehow and could not have possibly already besn
here thersfore it must have some into contact with something then started to begin and expand into
thie world we know it. Howewer, i also disagree with this because the cosmologiczl argument states
that thiz cause is God but we do not have the sufficient knowledge in order to state that God truly
causzad the universs into existing it could have been so many other things such as a previous
universe exploding or the big bang theory could be trus there is no way to state that it had to be
Gaod.
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