
Introduction 
These marking commentaries are based on the 2021 modified Coursework Assessment 

Task. The following areas have been removed from the project to allow candidates more 

time to focus on practical graphics work this session:  

 analysing the graphic brief and research 

 producing graphic specifications 

 project plan preliminary planning  

 evaluating the solutions and the processes. 

To consider the principles that underpin marking the project, and to further your 

understanding of the national standard, it is recommended that you:  

 mark the exemplar candidate evidence applying the modified Coursework 

Assessment Task marking instructions 

 review your marking using these commentaries.  
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Candidate 2 
This candidate has been awarded 26/60 marks for their project. 

Please note the work produced by this candidate is incomplete, marks have been 

awarded in line with the evidence provided. Further guidance has been given (where 

relevant) to support you in understanding what is required for the award of higher 

marks. 

TG preliminary planning (0/5 marks) 

The candidate was awarded no marks as no evidence has been provided. 

CVMG preliminary planning (3/5 marks) 

The preliminary work demonstrates a satisfactory level of creativity and the work 

produced is appropriate for both print- and digital-based graphics. The work produced 

covers some of the CVMG technical requirements, for example colour space, typeface 

and images to source/use.  

Good practice is demonstrated where the candidate has applied and justified their use 

of design elements and principles used to create visual impact throughout their 

preliminary work as outlined on page 23 of the Coursework Assessment Task.  

Further guidance 

Further marks could have been awarded if the candidate had: 

 produced two more items as part of a ‘suite of graphics’ approach for the print- 

based graphic as outlined on page 23 of the Coursework Assessment Task. Although 

not marked directly, the planning of a second and third item would have allowed the 

candidate to be more creative in the range of preliminary planning produced for 

print-based graphics.  

 produced a series of screens for their website as is outlined in the candidate 

guidance on page 22 of the Coursework Assessment Task. This would allow for more 

creativity and the consideration of technical requirements. 

 ensured relevant technical requirements, as outlined on page 23 of the Coursework 

Assessment Task, had been used to support planning work for all CVMG preliminary 

graphics. The omission of technical information would make it difficult to produce 

final solutions for both the printed and digital graphics items. 

TG graphic solution  

The candidate was awarded 20/25 marks for this section. This is broken down as 

follows: 

Modelling techniques (2/3 marks) 

AH Graphic Communication Project Candidate 2 Commentary

SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk January 2021 2 of 6



All five modelling techniques are included and are clearly labelled. However, as no 

preliminary work has been provided, it is unclear that modelling work links to the 

candidates’ preliminary work. 

Component drawings (4/5 marks) 

The candidate has produced drawings for all components and sectional views included 

are appropriate. There are appropriate dimensions that would enable manufacture, 

however there are key dimensions missing on components that would require 

estimation. For example: 

 Key dimensions for the horizontal and vertical positions of circular features on the 

camera body shown on page 1. 

 Key dimensions for hole positions on the ‘big button adjuster’ component on page 2. 

Assembly drawings (3/3 marks) 

The assembly shows no overlaps with all parts being assembled correctly. The assembly 

is sectioned with an appropriate cutting plane. The exploded view is appropriate with 

correct alignment and positioning.  

Technical detail (4/5 marks) 

Throughout their Technical Graphics Solution, the candidate has included four examples 

of technical detail from the given list on page 12 of the Coursework Assessment Task. 

This includes:  

 Relevant and appropriate enlarged views 

 Relevant and appropriate sectional views 

 Dimensional tolerances. 

 Datums (covered under manufacturing detail and information) 

Although a surface finish is applied to the lens component, page 2, the symbol lacks 

sufficient technical detail for a mark to be awarded.  

Simulation (3/3 marks) 

The simulations provided for the grip and lens analysis are appropriate to the product 

being tested and graphics provided are clear. Although the body analysis is less 

appropriate there is still sufficient evidence in the grip and lens analysis for full marks to 

be awarded. 

Standards and conventions (2/3 marks) 
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The candidate has produced work that demonstrates understanding in the use of 

standards and conventions. However, there are some inconsistencies for example: 

 inconsistent use of centre lines 

 inconsistent use of view labelling 

 choosing suitable scales with some components lacking clarity 

 no use of title blocks. 

Technical renders (2/3 marks) 

The renders produced by the candidate are of good quality with four techniques out of 

the five listed on page 13 of the Coursework Assessment Task being used.  

Further guidance 

The candidate has explained their use of bump mapping. However, it is not clear this has 

been applied due to the scale and quality of the images provided. To demonstrate this 

skill, it is recommended that candidates produce a scaled-up illustration of the feature 

to clearly show how it has been applied. 

CVMG graphic solution 

The candidate has been awarded 3/25 marks for this section. This is broken down as 

follows: 

Digital-based graphic (0/11 marks) 

The work provided by the candidate as the final solution for the digital graphic does not 

provide sufficient evidence for marks to be awarded. The creation of the layouts for the 

website/interactive graphic are not in a suitable format for digital publication. The 

solution provided is still in a preliminary format in that it contains ‘Loren Ipsum Text’ and 

does not demonstrate any difference from previous preliminary developments. There is 

significant omission of technical requirements as required for digital publication. 

Further guidance 

Further marks could have been awarded if the candidate had: 

 included final text required for the graphic 

 produced additional screens for the website to clearly demonstrate final 

functionality 

 included the following technical information: 

— file types and formats for images and layouts 

— transitions as appropriate to the website 

— colour, space and resolution information 

— navigation to support functionality 
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Print-based graphic (0/11 marks) 

The work provided by the candidate as the final solution for the printed graphic does 

not provide sufficient evidence for marks to be awarded. The creation of the layouts for 

the printed graphic are not in a suitable format ready for printing. The solution provided 

is still in a preliminary format, in that it contains “Loren Ipsum Text” and does not 

demonstrate any difference from previous preliminary developments. There is 

significant omission of technical requirements as required for printing.  
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Further guidance 

Further marks could have been awarded if the candidate had: 

 produced two other graphic items, allowing for more creativity in the production of 

print based solutions. If taking the suite of graphic approach, candidates should 

produce at least three graphic items as outlined on pages 22 and 23 of the 

Coursework Assessment Task. 

 produced elements, principles, features and edits to a higher standard to further 

improve visual impact and layout. 

 presented the poster as a pre-press format as outlined on page 25 of the 

Coursework Assessment Task. This would allow candidates to fully demonstrate 

their understanding and skill in the application of CVMG techniques. 

 conveyed technical information covering: 

— file types 

— formats 

— print requirements (page size, print margins, printing method, paper 

requirements) 

— colour details 

Continuity (3/3 marks) 

Although graphics are not in final formats for publication/printing, there is clear 

continuity between the digital and print-based graphics throughout the candidate’s 

development work. For example, the work provided demonstrates shared colour 

schemes, style and/or brand, shared graphics and common logo use. Therefore, 3 marks 

for continuity can be awarded.  

Total marks awarded - 26/60 
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