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Commentary on candidate 
evidence  
The candidate evidence contained in this pack has achieved the following marks 
for the coursework assessment task.  

Candidate A 

The candidate was awarded 18 marks. 

Content 

The candidate has chosen a title which outlines the focus of the analysis and the 

sources chosen support that analysis. There are some features of an analytical 

approach and some attempt at argument but there are also some elements of a 

personal response which detract somewhat from the overall impression, 

particularly in the first and last paragraphs. There is also too much background 

information, with the analysis only starting at the beginning of paragraph 5.  The 

candidate does demonstrate understanding of the focus of the study.  

Style 

The candidate presents evidence from the sources to support the conclusions 

made and has quoted extensively from both poems. For the most part she 

maintains an appropriate register but, as mentioned above, does make too much 

use of the first person. She does make effective use of critical terminology, 

referring to imagery, metaphor, tone and irony.  

Organisation  

The work does have some sense of structure and there is a balance between 

how much consideration is given to each of the poems. The writing is largely 

coherent and is presented in a clear manner. The candidate does present 

arguments and does attempt to draw conclusions which refer back to the title. 

The conclusion is perhaps too personal but the final sentence does provide an 

effective summary of the writing.  
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Candidate B 

The candidate was awarded 24 marks. 

Content 

The candidate has chosen a title which outlines the focus of the analysis but is 

perhaps a little too concise. It would have benefited from including a reference to, 

perhaps, the success or otherwise of techniques or the use to which Gaelic 

writers put these techniques. He has chosen sources which support analysis and 

takes an analytical approach with reasoned arguments. He demonstrates an 

understanding of the focus of the study but not everything in this piece, while 

eminently readable, is entirely relevant to the notion of ‘short-hand’. 

Style 

The candidate presents evidence from sources to support the conclusions made, 

quoting extensively from all three short stories and the article analysed. He 

maintains an appropriate register with minimal use of the first person. He makes 

good use of critical terminology – While the man in the tale is sketched in lightly, 

a more definite picture is painted of the lady of the story; the most poignant clue 

to her life; the single chair strongly implies; the central motif; a thematically rich 

exposée; a colloquial register; further suggests – which makes the phrase ‘clue 

us in’ (Dealbhan paragraph 3) all the more incongruous. 

Organisation  

The candidate writes in a structured way and the essay is coherent throughout. 

He presents and evaluates arguments and attempts to draw conclusions but the 

final summary, while well-written, does not relate directly to the stated focus of 

the analysis (short-hand).  
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