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Introduction 
 

The materials in this document have been prepared to exemplify the marking of 

candidate work in the Advanced Higher English Literary Study question paper. 

The questions are based on an early version of the specimen question paper 

which is no longer available on our website. 

 

The work of seven candidates has been marked and explanations of how marks 

have been awarded have been provided. These are presented in the form of an 

extended commentary on each essay. 

 

Some essays have been typed by candidates. Responses have not been 

corrected or edited in any way. 
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Marking Instructions 
General Marking Principles for Advanced Higher English — Literary Study 

 

Always apply these general principles. Use them in conjunction with the detailed 

marking instructions, which identify the key features required in candidates’ 

responses. 

 

(a) Always use positive marking. This means candidates accumulate marks 

for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding; 

marks are not deducted for errors or omissions.  

 

(b) If a candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the 

principles or detailed marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to 

assess it, you must seek guidance from your team leader. 

 

Marking instructions for each question  

 

The marking instructions indicate the essential idea that a candidate should 

provide for each answer. Candidates gain marks for their knowledge, 

understanding, analysis and evaluation of the texts selected for the question.  

 

• First read the essay to establish whether it achieves minimum 

requirements for technical accuracy, and whether it is relevant to the 

question. There may be a few errors, but they should not impede 

understanding. If the essay does not achieve minimum standards, award 

a maximum of 9 marks. Award up to full marks where the essay 

communicates clearly at first reading.  

• Assessment should be holistic. There are strengths and weaknesses in 

every piece of writing. Focus as far as possible on the strengths, taking 

account of weaknesses only when they significantly detract from the 

overall performance.  

• Candidates may display ability across more than one band descriptor. It is 

important to recognise the closeness of the band descriptors and consider 

carefully the most appropriate overall band for the candidate’s 

performance.  

Once that best fit is decided:  

• where the evidence almost matches the level above, award the highest 

available mark from the range  

• where the candidate’s work just meets the standard described, award the 

lowest mark from the range  

• otherwise, award the mark from the middle of the range.
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Detailed Marking Instructions for all questions — Advanced Higher English Literary Study 

 Marks 
20–19 

Marks 
18–16 

Marks 
15–13 

Marks 
12–10 

Marks 
9–6 

Marks 
5–0 

Knowledge and 
understanding  

 

The literary study 
demonstrates: 

• comprehensive 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
the texts  

• a full and 
relevant 
exploration with 
sustained 
consideration of 
the implications 
of the question 

• extensive use of 
textual evidence 
to support an 
argument which 
is clearly focused 
on the demands 
of the question 

• secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
the texts  

• a relevant 
exploration which 
demonstrates 
secure 
consideration of 
the implications 
of the question 

• extensive use of 
textual evidence 
which clearly 
supports the 
demands of the 
question 

 

• broad knowledge 
and 
understanding of 
the texts 

• a relevant and 
thoughtful 
approach to the 
question 

• use of textual 
evidence which 
is relevant to the 
demands of the 
question 

 

• knowledge and 
understanding 
of the texts 

• a relevant 
approach to the 
question 

• use of textual 
evidence to 
address the 
demands of the 
question 

 

• limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
the texts 

• a limited 
approach to the 
question 

• limited textual 
evidence to 
support the 
demands of the 
question 

 

 

• very little 
knowledge of the 
texts 

• very little attempt 
to answer the 
question 

• very little textual 
evidence 

 

Analysis 

 

The literary study 
demonstrates: 

• relevant analysis 
of  
a task-
appropriate 
range of literary 
techniques 
and/or features 
of language 
which skilfully 
strengthens the 
line of argument  

• relevant analysis 
of a task-
appropriate 
range of literary 
techniques 
and/or features 
of language 
which 
strengthens the 
line of argument  

• relevant analysis 
of a range of 
literary 
techniques 
and/or features 
of language 
which supports 
the line of 
argument 

 

• analysis of a 
range of literary 
techniques 
and/or features 
of language 

• limited analysis 
of literary 
techniques 
and/or features 
of language  

• very little 
analysis of 
literary 
techniques 
and/or features 
of language  
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 Marks 
20–19 

Marks 
18–16 

Marks 
15–13 

Marks 
12–10 

Marks 
9–6 

Marks 
5–0 

Evaluation 

 

The literary study 
demonstrates: 

 

• a committed, 
clear evaluative 
stance with 
respect to the 
texts and the 
question, and 
skilfully based on 
precise evidence 
discussed within 
the response 

• a clearly 
identifiable 
evaluative stance 
with respect to 
the texts and the 
question and 
securely based 
on evidence 
discussed within 
the response 

• a discernible and 
relevant 
evaluative stance 
with respect to 
the texts and the 
question and 
based on 
evidence 
discussed within 
the response 

• an evaluative 
stance with 
respect to the 
texts and the 
question but 
may 
demonstrate 
some weakness 
in relevance 

• limited 
evaluation with 
respect to the 
texts and/or 
lacks relevance 
to  
the question 
and/or evidence 

 

• very little 
evidence of 
evaluation and/or 
supporting 
evidence 

Technical 
Accuracy  

 

The literary study 
demonstrates: 

• at least minimum competence for technical accuracy which includes few errors in 
the use of structure, style, language and/or literary terminology 

• significant errors in structure, style, 
language and/or literary terminology 
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Question paper  
 

 
POETRY 

Attempt ONE question 

 

1. Discuss the effectiveness of the use of dialect in the development of 
significant themes and ideas. You should refer to three poems. 
 

2. With reference to three poems, discuss the poetic presentation of the 
theme of faith or the loss of faith. 
 

3. Discuss the effectiveness of the use of symbols in three poems. 
 

4. ‘Effective poetry emerges when a poet transforms his or her experience of 

the world into the universal experiences: love, loss, birth, death, regret ….’ 

 

Discuss the effectiveness of a poet’s presentation of ‘universal 

experiences’ through the use of a range of poetic techniques. You should 

refer to three poems. 

 

5. Discuss some of the ways by which poetry explores aspects of change. In 

your answer you should refer to three poems.  

 

 

6. Analyse the use of one or more poetic form(s) such as: the dramatic 
monologue; the sonnet; the address; the elegy. 

In your answer you should refer to three poems. 
 

7. Discuss how poetic means are used to create individual voices or 
personas in three poems. 
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Candidate responses and 
commentaries 
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Candidate 1 

Question Paper — Poetry, question 5 

 

Discuss some of the ways by which poetry explores aspects of change. In your 

answer you should refer to three poems.  

 

In the introduction, the candidate deals with the question straight away and then takes us 

through each chosen text, identifying the central concerns and how this relates to the theme 

of change. The candidate demonstrates an understanding of the implications of the question. 

With their initial discussion of Personal Helicon, we can see confusion between poet and 

persona. 

 

The candidate has taken a horizontal approach to structuring their response, allowing for 

thematic and stylistic comparisons to be made. In their initial discussion of Death of a 

Naturalist (DOAN), they identify a range of appropriate techniques and the impact of 

techniques, which skilfully strengthen the line of argument. The candidate’s evaluation is 

embedded and committed. They use words like ‘masterfully’, and ‘expertly’, for instance. As 

they move on to Blackberry Picking, they show an understanding of the creation of poetic 

voice, identify central ideas and are able to quote appropriate evidence to support their line 

of argument. They are able to draw stylistic comparisons with DOAN. We see that this 

candidate has a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the texts. In their 

discussion of Personal Helicon they start logically, by explaining the title and how it guides a 

reader to the poem’s meaning. Again, there is some confusion between persona and poet, 

but the candidate quickly readjusts and thereafter, discusses the constructed voice. The use 

of quotation and analysis in this section is apposite, the discussion thoughtful and insightful, 

giving a full and relevant exploration of the ideas. 

 

As the candidate moves on to develop their response, we see that they have a sharp focus 

on the way in which Heaney develops his ideas within these poems and how this supports 

the idea of change. Their analysis of the image of the ‘tadpoles’ for instance, skilfully 

strengthens the line of argument. In Blackberry Picking, they return to address the 

development of religious symbolism. In their further development of Personal Helicon they 

take an unusual approach to the analysis by focusing on the pronoun, ‘You’, but they argue 

their case convincingly by outlining the contrast between urban wells and rural wells, and the 

way in which the persona sees reflections. 

 

In the final section of the essay, the candidate comes securely to ‘change’ and looks at the 

evidence that suggests that change has taken place. This demonstrates a sharp focus on 

the demands of the question. In their discussion of DOAN they focus on shame and are able 

to make links within the text to prove this notion of ‘change’. They do the same with 

Blackberry Picking, although the assertion that ‘no change’ takes place in the poem is 

debatable. In their discussion of Personal Helicon they draw their argument to an interesting 

evaluative stance, demonstrating a sustained consideration of the implications of the 

question. 

 

In the conclusion, the candidate sums up change in the three poems, but does not develop 

this to conclude in a more satisfying way. Given the length of the response and the time 

constraints, we should accept that this was written very quickly. 
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Knowledge and understanding 

Seen holistically, this candidate demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge and 

understanding of the texts, although their understanding of Personal Helicon is not as fully 

conveyed. We have to remember that marks are accumulated for the demonstration of 

relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: they are not deducted from a maximum on the 

basis of errors or omissions. This is a full and relevant exploration with sustained 

consideration of the implications of the question. ‘Change’ remains firmly at the centre of this 

response. This candidate utilises extensive textual evidence to support their argument; the 

selection of material is focused upon the demands of the question. 

 

Analysis 

This candidate demonstrates an ability to analyse a task-apt range of literary techniques to 

strengthen their line of argument. 

 

Evaluation 

This candidate demonstrates a committed, clear evaluative stance and is able to draw 

conclusions from selected evidence. 

 

Technical accuracy 

There are technical glitches in this response, but they do not impede understanding. The 

candidate is able to communicate ideas clearly on first reading. As they meet the minimum 

competency, no penalty should be ascribed for technical errors. 

 

This is an example of good work done at Advanced Higher and so this candidate has been 

awarded 20 marks out of 20 to acknowledge that the evidence given fully meets the 

standard described in the marking criteria. 
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Candidate 2 
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Candidate 2 
Question Paper — Poetry, question 5 

 

Discuss some of the ways by which poetry explores aspects of change. In your 

answer you should refer to three poems.  

 

In the candidate’s introduction, they begin by addressing the question and by acknowledging 

the complexity of the idea of ‘change’. They choose appropriate texts with which to answer 

the question effectively. There is an indication that this candidate will confuse the poet and 

the persona in their response. The candidate takes a superficial approach to the central 

concerns of The Barn, but firmly focuses on the demands of the question to introduce their 

response. 

 

The response has been structured appropriately using a horizontal approach. The candidate 

has split the poems into three parts in order to draw close comparisons between the 

beginning, middle and end of the poems. They begin by making an assertive point about the 

personas being a ‘reflection of Seamus Heaney’, which indicates confusion between poet 

and persona. As they move to DOAN, there is evidence of well-chosen quotation and 

analysis that strengthens their argument. It is focused upon the persona’s innocence. There 

is no evidence of a range of techniques being discussed, but they do allude to the use of 

‘climax’ to create tone. The candidate is able to use linking language to move on to discuss 

the opening of The Barn. Again, they use apt quotations and offer basic, but relevant 

analysis, without reference to specific technique. When they link to Personal Helicon, they 

are able to use language to highlight contrast. Analysis remains at the same level: basic but 

relevant. 

 

The candidate moves on to discuss the ‘transition’ experienced in these poems, and 

consequently the nature of ‘change’. The discussion of The Barn is insightful, particularly 

when referring to a ‘learning process’. The candidate’s analysis links well to an evaluative 

stance. Personal Helicon in contrast, is handled with less surety. They are able to discuss 

structure and time, but their use of quotation does little to deepen their argument. 

 

The candidate begins their final section by pulling together how structure in each poem 

reflects ‘change’. They make good use of quotation to highlight change, but their analysis is 

only relevant; it does not discuss a range of literary techniques. In the discussion of The 

Barn effective evidence is chosen, but it is used more to support the narrative than for 

analytical purposes. Evaluative words like ‘striking’ convey the candidate’s engagement with 

the material as they link to the final poem, Personal Helicon, and again shows a broad 

knowledge and understanding, which is focused on the question. Although the analytical 

comments are relevant, the candidate offers no close analysis of the allusion to Narcissus. 

There is a broad look at the central concerns as is evidenced again in the conclusion.  

 

Knowledge and understanding 

This candidate demonstrates a broad knowledge and understanding of the texts and has 

approached the question in a relevant and thoughtful way. The use of textual evidence is 

relevant to the demands of the question. 
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Analysis 

There is evidence of relevant analysis and evidence that the candidate is able to comment 

on some literary techniques. This is weaker, but focused on the demands of the question. 

 

Evaluation 

There is a discernible and relevant evaluative stance based on evidence discussed within 

the response. 

 

Technical accuracy 

The essay meets the competence criteria. 

 

The candidate’s work just meets the standard described in the 15 to 13 marks range and so 

has been awarded 13 marks out of 20. 
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Candidate 3 
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Candidate 3 

Specimen Question Paper — Poetry question 5 

 

Discuss some of the ways by which poetry explores aspects of change. In your 

answer you should refer to three poems.  

 

The candidate’s introduction addresses the question and how Heaney uses nature to 

explore the idea of change. The candidate chooses appropriate texts with which to answer 

the question effectively and outlines shared themes and style. It appears to be a relevant 

approach to the question. 

 

The response has been structured appropriately using a horizontal approach. The candidate 

has split the poems into three parts in order to draw close comparisons between the 

beginning, middle and end of the poems. They begin by analysing how Heaney, in DOAN, 

creates a sense of the ‘childlike enthusiasm’ through the use of the poetic voice and use 

appropriate evidence to substantiate these ideas. They analyse sound devices and 

oxymoron before moving to a solid evaluative stance. As the candidate moves on to discuss 

The Barn they list two quotations. The candidate does analyse the impact of using 

‘statements of fact’, the impact of word-choice as a foreshadowing device and is able to 

make a connection between The Barn and DOAN. As they move on to Personal Helicon, 

they are able to discuss the central concerns and the link between ‘helicon’ and the wells in 

the poem. The candidate draws all their ideas together in a concluding evaluative statement. 

It is basic, but focused on the question and the evidence explored. 

 

The candidate moves on to look at the process of change, of becoming more ‘self-conscious’ 

and aware of ‘consequences’, which is a fair point to make. Their discussion of DOAN is 

focused; they use appropriate evidence and analyse the meaning and the impact of literary 

techniques. They discuss ‘anthropomorphism’, allude to the creation of atmosphere, and 

discuss the impact of sound devices and word choice. As the candidate moves on to discuss 

The Barn it marks a change in the quality of the response. They convey an understanding of 

the central ideas and use appropriate evidence in the discussion, but the analysis is weaker. 

This links to Personal Helicon, where we can see how the candidate attempts to wrench the 

meaning of ‘…a rat slapped across my reflection’ in order to make a clear connection 

between the poems. This is much weaker and shows a lack of confidence in their knowledge 

and understanding of this poem. 

 

In the final section of this candidate’s response, there is a focus on looking at the evidence 

that ‘change’ has taken place. The candidate races through the analysis of DOAN and The 

Barn, omitting the deconstruction of the important metaphor, ‘I was chaff’. They offer, 

instead, quite basic, assertive evaluation. They also miss close analysis of the ending of 

Personal Helicon, and the evaluation is quite basic. As they move to a wider evaluative 

stance, where they compare the ideas within the final sections of the poems, they make 

broad generalisations about ‘overcoming fear’, which are inaccurate. These generalisations 

do not move beyond the superficial. We can also see this in the conclusion. This essay 

begins in a promising way, but the end is weaker. We take, however, a holistic approach to 

assessment. 
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Understanding 

This candidate shows knowledge and understanding of these texts and takes a relevant 

approach to the question. They are mostly able to use appropriate textual evidence to 

address the demands of the question. 

 

Analysis 

The candidate is able to analyse a range of literary techniques and features of language, but 

this is not consistent within the response, and is limited in some respects in the latter half of 

the essay. 

 

Evaluation 

There is an evaluative stance, but it becomes fairly superficial and repetitive as the response 

develops. 

 

Technical accuracy 

This candidate meets the minimum competency for technical accuracy.  

 

The candidate just meets the standard described to achieve 10 marks out of 20.  
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Candidate 4 
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Candidate 4 

Question Paper — Poetry, question 5 

 

Discuss some of the ways by which poetry explores aspects of change. In your 

answer you should refer to three poems.  

 
The candidate identifies the aspects of change to be discussed in Eliot’s poetry: ‘changing 
society… due to the ruination after the First World War’ and then ‘change in morals as the 
authority of the church and religion lost their impact on society’. This is evidence of a 
relevant and thoughtful approach. 
 

The candidate makes a relevant choice of text and focus in the second paragraph and 

proceeds to make a detailed reading of the character of Prufrock as one of the ways Eliot 

explores aspects of change. Relevant reference to Hamlet implies change through the 

‘indecisive personality’ of the character. Evidence of a task-appropriate range of literary 

techniques being used to strengthen the line of argument is present on the second page of 

the essay. The essay shows potential to move toward the second range of marks, with 

biblical references and a well-selected reference to The Hollow Men to reinforce the line of 

argument. 

 

The candidate concludes this section by making an evidence-based evaluation on the 

thematic treatment of ‘human desires in a changing era’. 

 

The candidate moves on to another aspect of human behaviour, ‘the effect of war on the 

human psyche’, and focuses on The Hollow Men for this. A secondary source is reasonably 

well-deployed to develop the line of argument which is successfully developed on the third 

page of the essay through analysis of word choice, representation and symbolism. The 

candidate then introduces the third text The Waste Land to develop Eliot’s view of the effect 

of war on the living. This section is also concluded by an evaluative judgement based on 

these references. 

 

However, the treatment of the third aspect of change is more limited — a relevant quotation 

is supplied for the change in religion. 

 

The candidate then makes a limited concluding statement. 

 

Knowledge and understanding 

This candidate demonstrates a broad knowledge and understanding of the texts and has 

approached the question in a relevant and thoughtful way. The use of textual evidence is 

relevant to the demands of the question. 

 

Analysis 

There is evidence of a task-appropriate range of literary techniques being used to strengthen 

the line of argument on two of the texts. However, this is not sustained throughout the 

response. 
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Evaluation 

There is a discernible and relevant evaluative stance based on evidence discussed within 

the response.  

 

Technical accuracy 

The essay meets the requirement for accuracy. 

 

Because of the mixed profile in the analysis offered by the candidate, holistic judgement 

means the essay can be placed at the top of the 15 to 13 marks range and is awarded 15 

marks out of 20. 
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Candidate 5 
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Candidate 5 

Question Paper — Poetry, question 5 

 

Discuss some of the ways by which poetry explores aspects of change. In your 

answer you should refer to three poems.  

 

The candidate demonstrates an ability to develop the implications of the question in relation 

to Eliot’s central concerns: ‘the psyche of Europe, the religious and sexual attitudes… in 

response to traumatic events…the Great War’. 

 

The candidate makes a relevant choice of text on the second page of the essay and focuses 

on sexual impotence as the key to the character of Prufrock, supported by well-selected 

quotation. The candidate analyses the effect of repetition, imagery and character, showing 

evidence of task-appropriate range of literary techniques being used to strengthen the line of 

argument. The candidate then moves to The Wasteland to develop the line of argument with 

another well-chosen quotation. The image of the ‘human engine’ is explained and the 

candidate moves to incorporate that meaning in a parallel reference in The Hollow Men at 

the top of the third page of the essay to reinforce the line of argument. 

 

The candidate concludes this section by making an evidence-based evaluation on the theme 

of change through the representation of: ‘a young man in the wasteland or living in limbo…’ 

 

The candidate moves on to consider the greater significance of the setting of The Hollow 

Men on page four of the essay: ‘… representative of Europe itself’; a place of destruction 

and infertility. The Waste Land and its indebtedness to The Golden Bough is integrated into 

this line of argument with the character of The Fisher King, ‘juxtaposed in a modern London 

setting…no longer bustling with people and exchanges that result in procreation but 

is…barren and dead’. This argument is supported by a well-chosen, embedded quotation: 

‘nymphs are departed’. 

 

The candidate concludes this section with an evaluative judgement based on the evidence 

cited: ‘…he is waiting for another resurrection of Christ, or similar ultimate sacrifice and only 

then, this land that has gone so horribly wrong can be restored’. The central thematic 

concern of change has been explored and a clear evaluative stance has been expressed. 

 

The final section contrasts Eliot’s understanding of the soldiers who fought and died in the 

war and the limbo of the hollow men, with the allusion to Dante’s Inferno being developed on 

pages five and six of the essay with relevant quotations from The Waste Land and The 

Hollow Men. 

 

The candidate then moves to a conclusion and evaluation based on the evidence that has 

been deployed in the creation of a clear line of argument. 

 

Knowledge and understanding 

This candidate demonstrates secure knowledge and understanding of the texts and makes a 

relevant and secure consideration of the implications of the texts. There is well-chosen 

textual evidence to support this response. 
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Analysis 

There is evidence of a task-appropriate range of literary techniques being used to strengthen 

the line of argument on two of the texts. 

 

Evaluation 

There is a clearly identifiable evaluative stance securely based on evidence discussed within 

the response. 

 

Technical accuracy 

The essay meets the requirement for accuracy — if not legibility. 

 

The essay is placed in the 18 to 16 marks range and is awarded 18 marks out of 20. 
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Candidate 6 
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Candidate 6  

Question Paper — Poetry, question 4 

 

‘Effective poetry emerges when a poet transforms his or her experience of the world 

into the universal experiences: love, loss, birth, death, regret . . .’ 

 

Discuss the effectiveness of a poet’s presentation of ‘universal experiences’ through 

the use of a range of poetic techniques. You should refer to three poems. 

 

The candidate has chosen to discuss three poems by Carol Ann Duffy: Correspondents; 

Dear Norman and Warming Her Pearls and in the introductory paragraph identifies the 

‘different aspects’ of the ‘universal experience’ of love presented in the poems as the focus 

of the essay. 

 

The three poems are treated in a serial fashion in the essay. The analysis of Correspondents 

begins in the second paragraph. The candidate offers a brief precis of the poem and then 

discusses the ‘metaphors and imagery, which Duffy skilfully uses to enrich the reader’s 

understanding of the experience of love’. The analysis of ‘we don’t have the language of 

bodies’ and ‘dark words’, whilst accurate, is rather limited given the significance of this motif 

in the poem as a whole. The candidate then refers to the use of contrast in the third 

paragraph and notes Duffy’s ‘descriptions of the narrator’s secret lust . . . are in stark 

contrast to the subdued and socially appropriate setting’ and offers textual evidence to 

support the point made. The paragraph’s concluding sentence offers a nod to the wording of 

the question, but the overall impression of this section of the essay is that it has 

demonstrated only limited analysis of Duffy’s use of literary techniques. 

 

In the third paragraph the candidate moves on to discuss Warming Her Pearls. Analysis of 

the poet’s use of word choice (‘slow heat’; ‘persistent’; ‘naked’) is offered and in the 

paragraph which follows the candidate examines references to ‘heat’ in the poem but fails to 

deal with this in any real depth. This section of the essay ends with a slightly clumsy 

paragraph (‘In conclusion. . .’). 

 

Dear Norman is the final poem to be examined. The candidate describes the poem as ‘rather 

strange’ and (unlike the other poems) one which ‘does not highlight the narrator’s love for an 

individual but rather the lack of it’. A somewhat simplistic comment is made: ‘In a similar way 

to “Correspondents” Duffy uses imagery as a means of presenting the universal experience 

of love. . .’ but no attempt is made to compare and or/contrast its use in the two poems. 

Instead the candidate merely offers brief suggestions as to the connotations of ‘. . . there is 

no moon’; ‘he is equal with dolphins’ and ‘translucent on his palm a pearl appears’. The 

candidate then attempts to deal with structure but does not go beyond saying the final 

stanza is ‘very short and to the point’. 

 

The candidate’s concluding paragraph refers back to the wording of the question and 

reiterates that Duffy examines love ‘from various different angles’ and that the poems are 

‘not only reflections of her own experiences and feelings on this universal concept but the 

reflections of the reader’s emotions and experiences as well’. 
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Knowledge and understanding 

The essay displays only limited knowledge and understanding of the texts — the treatment 

of each is thin. There is a limited approach to the question. Although a serial treatment of the 

texts is perfectly admissible, the candidate fails to offer any real comparison or contrast 

between them in the analysis. 

 

Analysis 

There is only limited analysis of literary techniques (mostly imagery and word choice). 

 

Evaluation 

There is only limited evaluation with respect to the texts. 

 

Technical accuracy 

The essay meets the minimum competence for technical accuracy.  

 

The essay is awarded 8 marks out of 20. 
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Candidate 7 

Specimen Question Paper — Poetry, question 4 

 

‘Effective poetry emerges when a poet transforms his or her experience of 

the world into the universal experiences: love, loss, birth, death, regret . . .’ 

 

Discuss the effectiveness of a poet’s presentation of ‘universal 

experiences’ through the use of a range of poetic techniques. You should 

refer to three poems. 

 

The candidate begins by stating that Yeats ‘is a perfect example of an author that 

has transformed his experiences of the world into several poems’. The poems to 

be discussed in the essay are The Lake Isle of Innisfree; No Second Troy and 

The Song of Wandering Aengus. The errors in the candidate’s writing of the titles 

are indicative of the errors in language (and style) which are evident elsewhere in 

this essay. The candidate then offers a serial treatment of the three poems. The 

analysis of The Lake Isle of Innisfree includes discussion of word choice (‘arise’) 

and Yeats’ ‘mimicking the style of the romantic poets’. The candidate quotes the 

closing lines of the poem but this merely serves to repeat the point already made 

in the previous paragraph. The discussion of the poem concludes with reference 

to rhyme but the claim that the chosen rhyme scheme ‘gives a slightly balletic feel 

to the poem’ is not explained or developed in any way. 

 

The candidate then abruptly shifts the focus of the essay to The Song of 

Wandering Aengus and suggests the influence of Maud Gonne and Yeats’ 

interest in the occult as formative influences on the poem. The candidate deals 

with the symbolism of the hazel wood and the metaphor ‘a fire was in my head’ 

but the language employed in this section is sometimes too informal (‘no prises 

for Guessing who’; ‘showcases’; ‘feisty’). There is discussion of the significance 

of ‘a glimmering girl with apple blossom in her hair’, the way rhyme gives ‘the feel 

of an Irish ballad’ and Yeats’ alterations to his source material. Any analysis 

offered, however, is very limited (‘The use of word choice here . . .’). This section 

of the essay finishes by pointing out the ambiguity in ‘take her hands’. 

 

The final section of the essay deals with No Second Troy. Tone, juxtaposition, 

contrast and word choice are all referred to but, again, analysis of the effects of 

these is very limited. There is an attempt to discuss the simile ‘With beauty like a 

tightened bow’ but this lacks clarity and is clumsily linked to ‘after the events of 

the Easter rising when the black and tans were sent over with carte blanche’. The 

candidate completes the discussion of the poem with comments on the final two 

lines. 

 

The concluding paragraph of the essay refers to Yeats’ writing style ‘becoming 

more effective due to his life experiences’. The final sentence is weak.  

 

Knowledge and understanding 

There is very little attempt to answer the question. 
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Analysis 

There is limited analysis of literary techniques. 

 

Evaluation 

The question demands that the candidate should ‘Discuss the effectiveness of a 

poet’s presentation of “universal experiences” . . .’ but there is very little evidence 

of evaluation (even implicitly) in the essay. 

 

Technical accuracy 

There are significant errors (at SCQF level 7) in style and language. 

 

The essay is awarded 6 marks out of 20. 


