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To what extent is nature used by Li Qingzhao within her poetry to convey her
emotions during the different stages of her life?

Li Qingzhao (1084-1155) is a renowned poet who lived during the Northern Song
Dynasty. Although only fragments of her work remain, Li is recognised as one of
China’s greatest and most influential female poets. ' Born into a literary family, Li
Qingzhao began composing poetry from a young age, writing ‘delightful little lyrics
on her excursions to the suburbs and nearby beauty spots.’? In 1101 she married
Zhao Mingcheng, a student at the Imperial Academy. Their relationship was close,
with Li’s poetry at this time expressing her love for her husband, as well as the
pain and loneliness she felt whenever they were separated. However, such
happiness was short-lived due to the unexpected death of Zhao in 1129. Li grieved
for the loss of her husband. Her poetry during these years was known to mirror her
pain and ‘pathos’,> a large contrast to her earlier, carefree youth. In almost all of
her writings the poet can be seen to have focused upon her surroundings, using
nature as a way in which to provide her work with an ‘emotional intensity,’* as
well as to convey the constant changes she experienced throughout her life. Whilst
‘NS (HIEBEFHE) ’ portrays the young and innocent adventures of Li
Qingzhao, the poem, ‘—B¥ifF (ZLFAFHEEIK) * highlights a contrasting mood,
depicting the period in the poet’s life when she became separated from her

husband. ‘F7E1& (F3HHM) ° also carries a similar tone, allowing Li to express
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her grief and sorrow over the death of her husband. However, ‘#s5F HLIL. B4

(EATHEFNBETE M) * can be seen to refer to all stages of her life, directly
conveying the changing moods and situations that Li Qingzhao faced. Through the
changes in her life Li Qingzhao maintained links with nature within her writing,
using it as a way in which to voice her emotions and reactions to the events around

her.

k4 (2iRRIEE ) 7 portrays a joyous excursion from Li Qingzhao's youth.
The poem, through its setting, reflects upon the simple and peaceful life led by
the young poet, as she lived oblivious to the hardships of the world around her.
Hao Cajiuan asserts, ‘/bZcif fAHIZEH IR —~MFRITY, RAERMLT,” thus
emphasising Li’s state of happiness prior to her adulthood. The first line of the
poem, “EZiIETEE, FIBAMIAR. *° “EF7, “HE", “U#” immediately
establishes a calming atmosphere, creating a vivid image within the reader’s mind.

As argued by Ramon Lay Mazo, the setting, through its description of the

‘beautiful sunset, the “Brookside pavilion,”’ transmits Li’s emotive experience
of the event. 7 An isolated yet romantic setting is depicted, reflective of the
dream-like state of Li Qingzhao as she wanders through the tranquil scene. The

theme of romanticism is explored further into the poem through Li’s use of floral

% Hao, Cajiun, Analysis of the causes of sadness in Li Qingzhao's later poems, (Zhengzhou university, Zhengzhou
/ Henan, 450001)

SR HRE, FRAEFEEE (published January 2003), p.1

7 Mazo, Raman Lay, Short Analysis ond Appreciation of Some Ci by Li Qingzhoo,
http://www.icm.gov.mo/rc/viewer/20025/1119 (date accessed:08/01/19)
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imagery, ‘M¢RMEEIAF, WAL “PUR”, “HifE” places emphasis upon the
presence of the lotuses in the water, an echo of the young poet’s floating state of
mind as she wanders amongst the flowers, lost in thought and detached from the
world. Li can be seen to be completely immersed amongst nature, “X s E.FEE
FIRFEMETL T fEE UTBET 3£, ** Her demeanour is peaceful, unaware and not
yet tainted by the sorrows of life- a theme which becomes mare apparent in her
later work. The setting of ‘W144" therefore symbolises the young Li’s innocence

and simple lifestyle, an allegorical portrayal of the youthfulness and naive

character of Li Qingzhao at this stage in her life.

CUIHE, (OMTFHREERKD ' written whilst Li Qingzhao and her husband were
separated for some time, adopts a tone of sadness and unrest; a contrast to the
peaceful atmosphere created in ‘W44’ Li establishes her longing for the return
of her husband through the imagery of flowers, ‘4T3l &5 E Rk, DEEH, M1
2 4#."" This opening line has been described as presenting the theme of ‘Eros
lost.’" As in “fndk4,’ a lotus is used as a significant symbol within the poem,
representing the fading presence of Li's husband. Without him she feels a sense of
emptiness and loss of love. The red lotus mentioned initially carries connotations
of fortune and peace as demonstrated in ‘in%§4-.” However, all that is left of the

flower is its fading fragrance, a portrayal of the misfortune Li feels without her

B 4%, pa
AL and XU, (MEFSHCREEE) KR

VMK %%, p.50
5 http://www2.hawaii.edu/~mccraw/womenop/Women-04A.pdf , p.82 (date accessed:22/01/19)
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husband present to pravide a sense of warmth and comfort. The chill of autumn
tao, can be seen to mirror the cold, dulling effects caused by the absence of her
husband. It is suggested that Li longs for the return of summer and the return of

her husband, without whom she feels lost. IjiE asserts “7ER[E 38 b, EF

EEOLROBEZE, TEERLS, B G52 UMK, REHEXREES 7

B (k) S ERE NS ARERLHE. * " Furthermore, the melancholic
mood is continued through the image of the falling and fading petals, ‘1€ H#%7K
B, —FORE, WA, TR, A TRk, @1k, o This acts as
a metaphor for the separation of the couple, emphasising the sense of loss and
L isolation. However, as the ‘water glides on,’' this presents the idea that despite
‘ the pain of events, the passage of time continues, unaffected by Li’s grief.
Through the imagery of nature the reader is able to sense her loneliness and

sadness.

In ‘A /512, a similar theme of melancholy is explored. The poem, believed to
have been written shortly after the death of her husband, highlights the sorrow of
Li Qingzhao as she grieves for his loss. As argued by Sabina Knight, it was at this
stage that Li’s poetry ‘reached heights of poignancy.’"® This is reflected through
the poem’s bleak setting, mirroring the tragedy that has befallen Li. The opening

line creates a clear image of the intense sorrow she felt, ‘33 B &, ik, #

12 BT (EE{ERERL) , BE4L 1992 £ 9 Ak
B (SR %) [published August 2012] p.157

). Wang, p.7
L Knight Sabina, Chinese Literature: A Very Short introduction, Oxford University Press, 2012 p.39
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B2, '° Ping Wang states that the ‘scene of chill and solitude echoes the
sad and plaintive mood of the poet. The tragic feeling is further intensified by the
excessive use of the doublets..where action and mood, scene and emotion, the
exterior and interior are fused.’"” Such strong emotion is again evident later in the
poem, ‘FEHE T AT, FIEE, AR, "' Pathetic fallacy is used to depict a
sense of grief as is the duplication of characters to contribute to this tone, its
onomatopoeic nature reproducing ‘the torpid and lashing sounds of persistent rain
drops in their monotonous and melancholic fall.”"® Additionally, floral imagery is
used to convey Li Qingzhac’s mourning for her husband, ‘Wb FIEHER, MEHE4R,
445, "2 The yellow flowers can be seen to act as a direct representation
of a funeral. Just like ‘—UJ}," the fading flowers are a portrayal of the change

occurring in Li's life at her husband’s passing, leaving Li alone and in mourning.

Unlike the previous poems by Li Qingzhao, ‘&7’ focuses upon several stages of
Li's life, using nature to describe the relationship between the different periods.?
The setting becomes a symbol of the changing situations and emotions that the
poet has experienced. Initially the banana trees are used to portray a mood of

happiness, ‘WRTIEFNE A, B EE."? As noted by % and ZEFHRE, “BAENLE

IR 4%, _p.108

3% Wang Ping, Sturdy Steeds, Autumn Wind, Apricot Flowers, Spring Rain: A Literary Stylistic Approach to the
Lyrics of Li Yu and Li Qing Zhao, School of Asian Studies, University of Sydney (August 2000)
https://ses.library.usyd.edu.au//bitstr 2123/1211 URDY STEEDS AUTUMN WINDS.pdf (date
accessed: (25/01/19) p.128

CHRY: 4%, p.108

* Mazo, Ramon Lay, Short Analysis and Appreciation of Some Ci by Li Qingzhao,
http://www.icm.gov.mo/rc/viewer/20025/1119 (date accessed:08/01/19)

BARX %, _p.108

3R, L Mazo
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SQA | www.understandingstandards.org.uk 50f7



AH Chinese Languages Portfolio 2019 Candidate 1

o, GmEET, W4, '2 thus this is reflective of the joyous and halcyon youth
of Li Qingzhao as shown in ‘{4 4.’ However, the hint of shadows filling the
courtyard provides a slight negative undertone, aliuding to the challenges and
‘subtle disputes of her life.”* The poem then mentions the leaves of the trees,
‘brimming over with love's, symbalising the romance that once existed between Li
and her husband. ‘BAiehEE, HECul, SFEHRG. HOME=EMW, ~EKE.
A% Both 0 and 2EFHE again assert that ¢ “BHH-Lae” [k AN
B E A S, 'Y Nevertheless, the tone again alters through the repetition of
the rain ‘dripping ceaselessly, dripping ceaselessly,’”® therefore, ‘T EL# 73t
T kBRI, P Closely echoing the mourning tone of both ‘U’ and
FEF518,’ the poem can be seen to move swiftly from a calm atmosphere into a

setting of melancholy, establishing at the end the poet’s final moments of grief

and sadness.

It is evident that the poetry of Li Qingzhao relies upon nature as a way in which to
present her emotions during crucial events in her life; nature is the background in
which everything occurs. Li uses the symbolism of flowers, for example in their

type and colour, as well as imagery in the falling petals, to convey her feelings

= Ef—:ﬂl'f ZEFHE, E"’ﬁ?’&ﬁiﬂ" HA@L#**JE#T’?FE mﬁ-}:ﬁ’:ﬁd‘ .z'gm* AKX
DbCode=CJFD

&gbname‘UFDZOOQ&FIename«-]SGZZDOQ%M?&UId WEEvREchIJHSIdRathkokVG1CTXcﬁaDVSakFEMLIrO
MzcHdXQUI3cz0=59A4hF YAuvQSobgVAGNKPCYcEiKensW4lQMovwHtwkFAVYPoHbKxiwl! {date
accessed:27/01/19)

*R.L Mazo

%R, L. Mazo

PR 4%, p.251

TEE, R

*#R. L Mazo

PNy, EFHE

through the events that she encountered in her life, Additionally, the poet focuses

upon the patterns of nature, such as the repetitive sound of the falling rain so as
to demonstrate her strong sense of grief. Li Qingzhao’s life was immersed in nature

so it is therefore no surprise that her poetry reflects this.

Total Word Count (excluding quotations): 1387
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