
 
Commentary on candidate evidence 

The evidence for these candidates has achieved the following marks. 

Candidate E evidence 

19 

40

The use £6.50 throughout 

is not considered 

consequential. The 

candidate took data, in 

error, from the wrong table 

of data. 
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X (arith) 

29400 is not supported by any 

working – responsibility rests 

with the candidate to ensure 

marker understands how a 

figure has been calculated. 

X 
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Candidate E commentary 

This candidate achieved 19 marks out of 40, demonstrating a mixed level of 

understanding of this area of study. In part (a) the key issue was a lack of 

appropriate working to demonstrate how certain figures, such as labour and 

variable overhead, had been calculated. Using the wrong figures without 

supporting working means that no marks can be awarded if the figure does not 

match that which is in the marking instructions. Whereas some marks may be 

available using the consequentiality rule where there is some evidence as to how 

the candidate has calculated a figure.  

In part (b) the candidate demonstrated reasonable knowledge but made some 

fundamental errors, such as using the Year 3 selling price data. However, the 

candidate was, most of the time, capable of ascertaining whether the variance 

represented an adverse or favourable situation.  

Part (d) challenges candidates to manipulate the formulae provided and this 

candidate was able, in some cases, to demonstrate this. Some errors had a 

consequential impact and these responses were marked accordingly. One thing 

that the candidate should have done was to present clear, properly annotated 

workings. This is especially important when a figure is based on a consequential 

error as it is much easier for a marker to track the error through subsequent 

responses when there is clear working shown.  

Finally, theory responses (c), (e) and (f) highlighted a typical issue for many 

candidates. There can be such emphasis on learning the computational aspect of 

the course that theory is overlooked. In this instance theory accounted for 8 

marks out of the 40 available and this candidate only managed to gain 2 marks. 
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Commentary on candidate evidence 

The evidence for these candidates has achieved the following marks. 

Candidate F evidence 
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Candidate F commentary 

This candidate received a total of 31 marks out of a possible 40 marks. The 

quality of the candidate’s response was very good. In part (a) of the question, the 

Income Statement was supported by clear and concise working notes, which 

provided detailed workings for key figures such as Cost of Sales, Admin and 

Selling & Distribution costs. Furthermore, all of the relevant labels and headings 

were presented as per the established accounting standard and there were no 

instances of the candidate entering extraneous information or making arithmetical 

errors.  

Whilst the candidate did not properly apply the information provided in (b), the 

Statement of Retained Earnings was presented in the required style and the 

errors made here were rewarded consequentially in (c). In this final part of the 

question the candidate again attempted to present the information as per the 

relevant accounting standard, and was mainly successful in this regard.  
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Candidate G evidence 

16 

40 
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Candidate G commentary 

This candidate received a total of 16 marks out of a possible 40 marks. The 

quality of the candidate’s response was more mixed than candidate F. In part (a) 

of the question, for example, the Income Statement was supported by working 

notes which provided workings for key figures such as Cost of Sales, Admin and 

Selling & Distribution costs. However, these notes were not as clear as they 

could have been and other figures which required some additional calculations 

had no supporting notes. Furthermore, several of the relevant labels and 

headings were not presented as per the established accounting standard 

throughout (a) to (c).  

The candidate did not properly apply the information provided for (b), the 

Statement of Retained Earnings, and this statement included extraneous items. 

In part (c) of the question the candidate again failed to present the information as 

per the relevant accounting standard, with several areas showing a lack of 

awareness of subject content.  
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