Advanced Higher English Literary Study 2016 Candidate 1

17.

Candidate 1
Dissertation Cordeho
T kit a Moclzmgbnd
"The Great 6atShy’ G'Eh‘mde
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o:melra

Compare the mles and functions of the

mmm oal {’pmrllp Charactees m“(j'ny WO

(g edies.

‘Hamler” and "King teay” by William

Ohalefsponr® (W0 1o plays in_WwhiCh femate

characters have important roles regarding the

development 0f the piay as @ whole. Cordelia,

Goneyr ] _and kegan_ore_essential in the

deve inpment;of_mangmcnaiacrers and themes -

within the piay King Leqt. Ihe_eponymous

THeN Y

Chourdctey +eeats them dﬁ@mﬁm throvghout

the play. He (ontinuatly switches favow

and_proves 1o be extremely indecisive in

egwd to them. The femal¢ chaiactes

within _Homiet” are  qlse  mistreated

thoughoot {he ploy , Gertyude and - Ophelio

are_often on the  recevingend of Jacs

frequent aggypssion. The way in which
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they deal with this rage is essentint
i Hamlers development 65 0 Chaxacter
The fevale chasaciess in  both  Hamiet’
and ‘ng Lear” qre undoubtedly some of
the most_impoftant O\ each play. The
woy— 1N which ey nteract with _male
chouraCtes 1S exploted. througn the use of
vanpuS themes and  Literary technigigs

Cordelia_in "King Lear {s unquestionably,
Loars fuvourit® damghter. She (S the
youngest of his thvee doaghters and has
won "~ hiS favour. Cordelra possesses the
portant role of being the only_ honest
Choracter  thiough the mu,mwu'of the play.
She_ (s awge that thiough_complying
to hox futhers CYOHSHCAL 104uiests. she.
coddeusSity gbtain s Land. Howevey,
Cordelip & @5uses o do o as _she
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STION

of epnoron
Views el sisters displays as e.xam@rateo\

(An o_ouperAluous. she Simply stutes

L Love UOU{ mmesm /ﬂuordma o my
bond. no _more nor 15" Leay dops not
lrecognise the aoodn@fs and hor\ﬁsru of
Cerdmas starement he memwelu
bamshes hey HU& I dﬁrjmm Ay
PUNIVRIAL - (e ( gmpha (3 Haoa‘S‘S\\}@ i the
foce of Lears aggfession and dees not
offempt 10 fight it . futkher  ighlighting her
good_noture. She Speaks aside 1o the
aunacence uinen she  says “what shall
Cordolia speak 7 Love and be sitent’.
Shakespeares wse_of ditect _communicatipn
with the audkerice helps 1o engage with
bt Chowoetey ond gain petsonal (nsight,
edSentially  pYovicing Qeess to Thneiy
Stream. of consciousness. ST R plng
AS the ploy piogvesses, (ovdelio
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[CONTNURS o be Chaveyed af.the
honourple and doypted (htld. dne wonts
o See lenl DALk in powey. regardless of
e hoviible mannerin wWhich W . breated
hor and Wi tyrannical Qotions in  plewios
aets. 1o doing tws, (ofdeliq s Com/g.gpd
10 the auwdienc® as o e Chast Like
oclividuad Who  yWimogely , mMeets hex
inevitio\e death. Covdeiias voe is invalyabie
within *King Le%o’%as She 15 largely . .
rSponsibte foy #s choracter change oS

the play progresses. g1 Uimattely, (ordelia
UNCaVeNS Leols  OFFeCHONGEE. nodtun®. AGUIN
bowards e end of the plou) which allows
he  gucllonte to feel some & frm gf
Sympitiny Yowuds him. She 1S a skrong
chouo et who , e het fapner, is depiied
03 extremely S tubbol '
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Ophelia_plays o Similax yoie in "Homlet”
0S_ (ovgedea _does in ‘kmg- Woad . Slae 1S
inittally favoured by the eponymoos thofities
yer evemtuidy S maoltreqted thiough
extteme  mothodsS. Ophelia olso meed hex
death whidh & Lowgly -ad a veSulf of
the_eponymons - Chopautess odtians. Within
Hamiet”, Covdelias foncion is 10 be passive
IN_the fuCe of Hamiets anger and eventually
Mooy s deseent nko modiess, danier
uses -Cofdelia in mMany wosls g She.
0y OsSenttad I el development of s
poioiness whitlh esenstdidy touds fo hey
own __ pental  down fedd. Homler clodmg
"1 Loved Jov_not " Wit (oyduses and
umbuoasses nen, he cantivues ta dislespat
hor_Diowgvet the plawy ordeding ey o
"Bk theo 16 O nunrnery? ( ofdelig (s a
way 10 whith  Humiler cun proect
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his angey. YA Y012 0S5 the . hlpless
fomole chadocter s further emphasised
through the woy i wihiC S0 obeys hex -
ekt \nrthput avuﬁm‘(mi'ng when e |
pssontlaudy. USES hnef as (L \n ofder 10
Lentify the Couuse-of - Hunie B - mMagness.
Ophelias ditimate. dedth is the finpl way
N Whith ey (horeted Lves pp to
Cxpeuizon. - deotth, Hamiet does net
Olaanpledoe e Lge Whith furthel
slenionstrotes s distustepil Heatment-od-
hex,

Goreril and Regan n ting Leas” afe

depictod: (8- oxtrermely denioys and witl
Ao Gnything in orglef 10 0Chieve theif Goods.
Their vole within_ ¥he  play helps 1o fulthes
mphasive (o’ goodness. The. Contrast

pexwoen  Goneril and Legun compudeq
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ON

with (eideia. 1S exteme. They qre pilling
to_pamper LppMS-Fgo OX the. beginaing
Of e play 0§ ik S o metiod of gdining
Whot troy  puamit . Lol FOlLS o0 Thel obvions
dopeption “Siv, | do-love yov o than
wotds con wnedd the modted” e accoph
thew prase ond banishes 1he only honest
datsglacer . (olelia, Gonen and Pegan ave
largely @Sponsible fa( ¥he  Haeme of
boirayal within *King lead” and awe lotes
shown_ (N thex! trpe Vight Yo the! fatined.
When Regan  {RRUSeS D Whouse 1eay, she
ALOLS With WAS Qnger tn G passive_omd
condoscending manner Good str Essentinily,
Gonest! andk pegun_{Opflesent -badl _Wwithin the
plo) and theiy 1ole 5 to demonstyate a
daoloct  Contrdstto thelr gigtes.
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Gefmole, Huyviers pother, 1S posoroly Yie
Mostimporant . female Lence  in. Hamleks
Life . HoY « aCtlonS ave. the fuel fof the pior
of e ploy. Homiet 1S dissapointed. angry
ond betraged oy v MOTheAS ve-marrasige
She maried. D with -suon witked speed,
ko post /To . suchincestuous sheots: His
ME1aNehOUC  NOLWe S 4 :Q- YeSolt of his
Mot bokruyal .- bh_ marrying wer o4 .
hushuntts: broYher, she: has , in Hamier
ey, vetged Dld Humlekb in QCE3. Scene
b, Whem She ottempis 10 - genfml  Confrony -
Hamiet .she  attempls +0 ol hing £opl gotlt
“Haynlet, thon hastithy kel rmuchpfgerded
10 Whith he {eplie) - Mother - You_have my
feudnarmiioin: ofpended ” Shakespedes

Ve op n Ubmgst idemicdl Semtence helps
to _emphasise e WUy N ulhith  Homiet

15 pefcoived a5 g stubboin and Yyde
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child. Thei telaitonShip appears tn be in
tomel) for the wajodty of Yhe plawy and
Geotwde, 1ike  Qphelia, NS 1 deal wibh
mugih of Handets  onder Homlet 1§ a
misogunist and not eatively dssimiay 4o
Leor in the woy he chsplays it. Homied
(ACCUSEy S mother  of MO Ying Clavdius
due_tp_inef “Sexual apperte” and perhaps
tnvoes himself too  pmutia cn Yok aspect
O her Llifp He oeuseS his mother, and
Prar _pomoues in genedal. OF being p weak
genotel "Hailty, thy  name 63 woman”
Gortrude 1S Submussive in vhe Wy in UJM@
Sne_cleals with  Homtetd anger She
0CCASSIONadhy G opstions Wil howeaef it
1S e - that She Stll Loves him
deeply. in ¥he fpod  scent, She save
HamledS [fe, albeit momentonly . whick
demonstrates ner denorion and  (ove
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fof_nex S0 HOMILES wnothey 18 extiemely
(oncernedl throughout the playv in (eglard
(6 Wb metal heaith. \n qor 3,5cene i
When She confionts him fn e Chamiger,
She stures “AlOS, hel gone mol e
forthef into the s(ene. Hamier begins fo
Covveensp  With dae ghost WhiCh Cleorly
Congema s mothes O whom go gou
speqjc?” Gertrude. often questions  Huvniet,
perhoys dumg. T afear 6F S mental State.
Gerttudes role 15 eSsentially vo A deod
With  Homters 0ggriession and fupl WS
need foi vevenge agownsy  Claudius.

| / f ‘ HCIQEdI"e.S
Hamier “ apol King (oo e Hwo pgies

in_ whith fomade o hudlreds gfe clevedly
USed to demonstyate thhe chourdtensSt(s
of_Mare chogueters Theil foncions in fhe

(4505 0f  QOphelra, (slelia and Gethude s
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t0_deal with the woy in whiCh Haty
040 ttegted Qud exentuoddy Suppoli the
MOLP_ Chouuites. Goner]_and_kegaun within
‘K\ﬂg) Loy afe aiso oxttemely \mpofint
Nt cleveipoment of Chodp oA omel thorve.
Ultimately each famate cnosalteds role
1eads them to (eftnin (leoth . ver their
Contribuiions Jrhn)\{gm;\rr L. pla,g: oxe |
invodadakie and in most  Coses, Could nor have
been oS successplly oxecuted |nacl Hhers
lole_been porirayed by o man.
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